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Avoid Dialogue with Sanballat
by Pastor Curtis Sluss
Grace Fellowship Bible Church
Waterford, MI

Included in the distinctives that characterized Biblical
Christianity (i.e. Fundamentalism) in the middle of
the twentieth century was a militant resistance to
dialogue with modernists, liberals, new-evangelicals,
and any other form of compromise. Those godly men
of that day embraced separation as a prerequisite to
holiness and understood that to dialogue with error
was to compromise the biblical mandate of
separation.
Likewise, Nehemiah understood that to dialogue with
Sanballat was to expose himself, God’s people, and
God’s work, to extreme danger.
A casual reading of the book of
Nehemiah reveals from start to end
the doctrine
“soft steel will not of separation
was
under sharpen anything.” a t t a c k .
Nehemiah’s
response to
Sanballat, his friends and his relatives paints a picture
of a militant fundamentalist whose only concern was
pleasing God not man: “Remember me, O my God,
for good.” Nehemiah 6: 2-9 records Sanballat's desire
to dialog with Nehemiah. Nehemiah's response was,
“I am doing a great work, so I cannot come down:
why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and
come down to you.” Four times Sanballat contacted
Nehemiah for dialogue, each time Nehemiah
declined. On the fifth time, Nehemiah responded to
Sanballat's fear tactics, “There are not such things
done as thou sayest, but thou feignest them out of
thine own heart” (verse 8). This was a militant
response to the enemies of Israel. In his day, as in our
day, fighting for purity and truth was not an
(Continued on page 4)

The Clouding of Discernment
by Pastor Tod Brainard

In this issue of The Projector, Brother Curtis
Sluss, one our contributing editors, has written one
of the most compelling articles in recent memory
on the disobedience of dialogue with
compromisers. The clarity of his writing is in
stark contrast to much of what is being written on
blogs and in Christian magazines. His discernment
is sharp and refreshing.
E-mails and letters from pastors and lay persons
who have taken exception with recent issues of
this periodical for exposing the softness of the
Fundamentalist movement as we know it
illustrates an important point. In my opinion, the
ability to discern the times and see the true
condition of our world, our country, our
Fundamentalism, our church, our personal family,
ourselves has been clouded and distorted by our
softness. Things which should be seen in black
and white are clouded into a gray mist of
(continued on page 2)
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EDITOR’S DESK
by Pastor Tod Brainard

What is the Emerging Church
Movement?
Emergent leader, Leonard Sweet, has used the
acrostic EPIC to describe the Emerging Church of
the present hour: “E=experiential; P=participatory;
I=image-rich; C=connective.”
The Emerging
church rejects the mega-church mentality and
instead focuses upon a mystical and sensual worship
experience. They are opposed to doctrinal truth,
which in their view divides, and, therefore will not
foster unity in worship.
The Emerging Church is Image-driven as opposed to
Word-driven. For instance, it seems that this “new”

. . . Be aware of these three
things at the heart of endtime apostasy.
movement (there is nothing new under the sun, only
the constant circle of man’s sinful ideas and
expressions) has an apparent contempt for
propositional truth (i.e. that which demands action on
the part of the hearer). They prefer the “story” format,
which is non-offensive and makes no demands. They
prefer to think of Christ as a great idea rather than a
Divine Person, the Son of God. The experience of
sharing the “story” of Jesus and what it means to
“follow Jesus” without any claims or demands upon
the life of the listener is characteristic of Emergents.

(Continued from page 1-Discernment)

uncertainty and, by and large, many refuse to
recognize this serious condition.
The illustration of the frog in the pot comes to
mind. As the heat increases, the frog in the pot is
content to adjust with the temperature of the
water. The water starts out cool, but the frog
happily finds as the water warms that it is more to
his liking. He will remain in the water until he is
boiled alive, not knowing that he played an active
role in his own demise. The frog made a choice to
stay in the pot and adjust slowly to the change in
temperature, until it was too late. There are too
many young men and women at risk today in
Fundamentalism. My fear is that many of our
finest young people are being boiled in the rising
temperature of change and will have no
understanding of their coming spiritual demise.
They need Biblical guidance, especially in areas
of the History of Fundamentalism, Biblical
Discernment and Biblical Separation. Where
there is no link to the past, there is no
understanding of the present and no foundation
for the future. It is my opinion that, by and large,
leadership in the top tiers of Fundamentalism has
lost its edge when it comes to discerning the times
and the challenges of the hour.

This postmodern generation does not want to hear
preaching or be taught sound doctrine from the
Scriptures; they are far more interested in
experiencing and feeling worship without an

Clever arguments and shallow excuses for
changing positions because of cultural perceptions
(i.e. lowering dress standards so as not to be
confused with Mormons) say much about the
leadership of our churches, colleges and Christian
universities. Pragmatic, popular decisions are
hatched in the minds of the ill-discerning.
When men in leadership positions move away
from separation principles in the Scriptures, their
judgment is immediately clouded and the
decisions they make which affect hundreds, yes,

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 10)
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FOCUS ON
RELIGION

Separation From Apostasy

This is the second part of an ongoing series of
articles written by Rev. John Ashbrook taken
from his booklet, Axioms of Separation. You may
purchase Axioms of Separation online at either:
www.hereistand.com or
www.childrensbibleclub.com

by Pastor John E. Ashbrook

is eliminating prejudice. It is bringing men together.
It is crusading for peace. It is cleaning up man's
environment. It never unveils itself as despicable
unbelief with a veneer of humanistic good works.
That unveiling is a task God has assigned to us.
A NIGHT IN THE DEVIL'S CHURCH

AXIOM #2: SCRIPTURE COMMANDS US
TO REPROVE APOSTASY.
When my father's charade of a trial was over in
the United Presbyterian Church, some of the
denominational leaders came to him and offered to
help him start a new United Presbyterian Church in
the north end of Columbus on two conditions: (1)
Give all mission money to United Presbyterian
missions. (2) Keep quiet about the Federal Council
of Churches. (The Federal Council of Churches was
the forerunner of the National Council of Churches.)
WHY BE NEGATIVE?
It is obvious that one of the things which irritated
apostasy was criticism of apostasy. Why be
negative? Why criticize? Why not just obey God and
have fellowship with apostasy? Why not just be
positive? Ephesians 5:11 says:
“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them.”
The first statement of that verse reemphasizes our
first axiom. The second statement of the verse goes
farther. The word translated “reprove” is elengcho in
Greek. It means “to expose,” or “to show to be
guilty.” We are to separate from apostasy and then
to expose it by pointing at it with the finger of truth.
Apostasy always masquerades in respectable
garments. It claims to be spreading Christian love. It

On November 5, 1981, my wife and I attended the
31st anniversary celebration of the founding of the
National Council of Churches in Cleveland. We
watched a slide show which portrayed the
accomplishments of the Council. It presented the
Council as having single-handedly eliminated
prejudice, made peace with Russia and Red China,
produced a new Bible for the people and fed the
hungry around the world. A faithful pastor must
reprove this darkness and show his people that this
is really the Devil's church, having abandoned the
doctrine of Christ, and counterfeiting the fruits of the
Gospel with a humanistic portfolio of good works.
Suppose that you are driving down your street and
come to a place where someone has removed a
manhole cover. You narrowly avert disaster. You
realize that, had your front wheel dropped into that
hole, you might have been killed. However, you
have not discharged you responsibility as a citizen
by avoiding the hole. You have a responsibility to
stop and see to it that authorities are notified and a
barricade erected to protect your neighbors.
Likewise, as a Christian, you have a responsibility
assigned by God to reprove the unfruitful works of
darkness as displayed in apostate Christianity and
other Satanic religions. The spirit of today is, “Don't
be negative.” That is not a Biblical admonition.
Scripture commands us to reprove apostasy.
(Continued on page 8)

Page 4
(Continued from page 1-Sanballat)

occasional distraction from doing
God’s work; but was essential to
it! Nehemiah, like Jude, “earnestly
contended for the faith” and could
never be accused of being a
“Reluctant Warrior”.
“Now I beseech you, brethren,
mark them which cause divisions
and offenses contrary to the
doctrine which ye have learned;
and avoid them. For they that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ, but their own belly; and by
good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the
simple” (Romans 16:17). Paul
obviously understood the danger of
being exposed to those who
manufactured division and offense
because of contrary doctrine. In
our day, as in Nehemiah’s day, the
Biblical doctrine of separation is
under attack; but in our soft
g e n e r at io n ‘ ma r k i ng ’ a nd
‘avoiding’ is harsh!
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through the grid of Truth; they are
molding beliefs and practices
through their grid of error. Paul
warns that we must be “...rooted
and built up in him” and
“stablished in the faith.” He then
goes on to say, “Beware lest any
man spoil you” (Colossians 2:7,8).
Many, I fear, are self confident that
they are “Rooted”, “built”, and

Iron
Sharpeneth
Iron

“stablished” and, therefore, they do
not “Beware”, and so are being
“spoiled.” Many prove themselves
to be “simple” as evidenced by
their being deceived by “words”
and “speeches” of bloggers who
use “cunning and craftiness … in
Unfortunately, many in the Internet t h e i r
d e c e i t f u l
generation of today naively and scheming” (Ephesians 4:14)
ignorantly dialogue with the NASB.
Sanballats of our age by immersing
themselves in the anonymous It is not the technology that is a
world of the blogger. In this world concern. Blogging with obedient
the evangelicals, neo-fundys, lovers of truth is the same as
emergers, and every other mood or talking with them face to face.
movement that rejects the doctrine Anonymous promoters of error
of Biblical separation, promote flood the web; the risk of
their compromise by “good words compromise enters as we dialogue
and fair speeches.”
with them. Half a century ago
Harold Ockenga abandoned
We should always welcome fundamentalists’ separatist stand
scrutiny to the beliefs we hold, as for purity by boldly proclaiming he
exposure to the truth of the Word would dialogue with various
will reveal error. We should never shades of unbelief. Today, in the
m i s t a k e d i a l o g u e w i t h Internet world, one may easily
compromisers and disobedient as engage in dialogue with error as
being scrutiny. The disobedient are the unbiblical beliefs and practices
not passing beliefs and practices of the blogger are often unknown.

For many, dialogue has consensus
as its implied goal. In some areas
of life, dialogue and consensus
may have merit; but in the arena of
Truth, dialogue only has merit
between mutually obedient lovers
of Truth. If we seek truth and have
a Biblical passion to defend truth,
it is presumptuous to assume
dialogue with error has any merit.
“Iron sharpeneth iron”, but even
in the physical illustration every
one understands that soft steel will
not sharpen anything. A certain
hardness is necessar y for
sharpening to occur. For a man to
sharpen his friend requires certain
hardness: i.e. adherence to Truth,
(not education or opinion).
Blogging carries the risk of
engaging compromisers and being
exposed to their skillful spinning
of error into a garment disguised as
Truth. Also, many casual observers
(who do not blog themselves) read
the blogs, follow the threads and in
their minds merge all they read
into one big consensus. In their
minds truth and error become
mixed and stirred together like the
feet of iron and clay in
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in the
book of Daniel. Instead of
sharpened iron, the result is
powdered iron in ground up clay.
Ω
Danke, Gracias, Merci!
However you say it,
THANK YOU
to all who have contributed to The
Projector in response to Letter Month.
We greatly appreciate your support and
prayers!
It isn’t too late for any who meant to
give but have not yet. You can still
send your gift via mail or with credit
card to our Website:
www.theprojector.org.
Thanks for all your help!
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Proverb Practicals
by Ludwig Opager

Proverbs 10:26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes,
so is the sluggard to them that send him.
What does vinegar do to the teeth?
What does smoke do to the eyes?
Whatever they do, so does the
sluggard to them that send him. There
is no doubt that smoke irritates the
eyes, causing them to smart while
preventing clear and distinct vision.
The first thought that comes when
smoke enters the eyes is to get away
from that smoke as fast as one can.
S mo k e i n t h e e y es b r i n g s
disorientation and loss of balance.
The body is designed to b e
completely intolerant of smoke.
Absolutely no one can build up a
tolerance to heavy smoke for the body
is not designed to see through or
breathe smoke.
What about vinegar? Vinegar is fine
in its place. It does a good job in
small quantities of flavoring foods
and pickling cucumbers; however, the
mouth never gets along with vinegar.
In order to gain a better understanding
of this proverb, this writer took the
vinegar taste test. As I began to taste
the vinegar, my mouth would not
tolerate it and quickly rebelled against
the imprudent act. My experience
illustrated that all parts of the mouth;
teeth, tongue and lips were repulsed
by the vinegar. The acidity of the
vinegar caused an unpleasant and
bitter taste. There was intense pain to
the teeth and immediately I felt the
softening and dissolving of the texture
of the teeth. Given enough time the
vinegar would have brought my teeth
to a condition useless for chewing!
Smoke and vinegar in the wrong place
cannot be tolerated for they are
extremely irritating. The point of the
proverb is that both the smoke and
vinegar are examples of the irritation
and repulsiveness of the sluggard to

them that send him on an errand.
God wants us to know His heart
concerning faithlessness, so He paints
this picture of common ordinary
things of life that are extremely
irritating and compares those things to
one who is not faithful. We do not
tolerate smoke in the eyes or vinegar
against the teeth and neither should
we tolerate faithlessness.
Picture a servant being sent on a
mission. He is expected to carry out
that mission, but he is a sluggard and
not dependable. He is a continual
aggravation and a loss to those who
employ him. He is like the servant
who was given one talent according to
his several ability. His master knew
that he had the ability to do something
with the talent, otherwise he wouldn't
have given him the talent. Perhaps the
master had even trained him to the
talent, but this servant was afraid to
fail and blamed his fear on the master.

one talent. He wouldn't have given
him the one talent if he did not think
he was able to increase that talent and
bring in a profit. No, this experience
revealed to the master that his servant
was indeed slothful. Being a good
master, he was intolerant of sloth.
Therefore, he took the talent from him
and gave it to the one who was
faithful, and he or der ed the
unprofitable servant to be cast into
outer darkness where there was
weeping and gnashing of teeth. In
wisdom, the master would not permit
the vinegar and the smoke of sloth to
be around him. He was intolerant of
sloth; intolerant of faithlessness!

My friend, this is Biblical intolerance;
this is holy intolerance. We ought to
be intolerant of anything that keeps us
or other servants of God from
bringing a profit to our LORD. It is
this kind of intolerance that reflects
spiritual depth and perception, and
jealously moves us to do something
for God. The sluggard has no spiritual
What was the master's reaction? Why depth or perception and must be
the master was intolerant of that identified and avoided.
servant! His intolerance was such that
he was shocked by one who would We are to be the faithful messenger of
not do what was expected. His shock Proverbs 25:13: As the cold of snow
turned to anger that met the in the time of harvest, so is a
qualifications of Ephesians 4:26, Be faithful messenger to them that
ye angry, and sin not. He was send him: for he refresheth the soul
extremely irritated at the servant who of his masters.
brought him no profit. He was as God is looking for those on whom He
irritated as if he had gargled with can depend, those who are in the right
vinegar or had opened his eyes in place at the right time doing the right
heavy smoke.
thing. That is the kind of servant that
refreshes the soul of his master.
Did he give that slothful servant
Ω
another chance? Did he try to make
PRAY for the
excuses for him? Did he now look
ministry of The
into his background and consider
PROJECTOR
from where he came? No, because he
had done that before he gave him the
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Teaching Tips

authoritative figure in the pulpit.
Here is what you will find in today’s Emergent
church worship:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Images of Jesus (statues, pictures, busts) to keep
things focused upon Christ.
Crosses (preferably Celtic) scattered throughout
the room.
Candles and incense to provide the “spiritual”
experience.
Darkened rooms to provide a sense of spirituality
(no lighted or cheery rooms).
Stained-glass windows and nature scenes
projected on video screens.
Ancient and mystical forms projected on the walls
to create a connection to the ancient “mood of
worship.”
Tapestries are popular to provide the “tabernacle
feel” of Israelite wilderness worship.
An “experience” of quiet serenity without the
presence of expository preaching.

We must be aware of what is taking place in religion
today. Hedonism (self-pleasure), Humanism (selflove) and Emotionalism (self-focus) are all at the
heart of end time apostasy. Without sound doctrine,
there is no soundness of life.
Information gathered from:
Dan Kimball, The Emerging Church: Vintage
Christianity for New Generations (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2003), p. 13.
Dan Kimball, Emerging Worship, (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2004), pp. 85,92,160,168, 185.
Dan Kimball is a leader and promoter
Emerging Church Movement.

of the
Ω

REMEMBER our change of address:
6331 Chestnut Street, Milton, FL 32570

New

by
Doris Peppard

A Book of helpful hints for
Christian school teachers.
Compact, practical helps drawn from over 20
years experience as teacher, principal, and
administrator.
Reveals a warm, biblical
understanding of children, parents, teachers and
Christian education. Refreshing for teachers of
every level of experience.
$9.95
Order online at www.childrensbibleclub.com
Phone Toll Free 1-877-626-7030
or write The Projector
6331 Chestnut Street
Milton, FL 32570
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thanks for your efforts that make possible the ministry of
The Projector. I know that the hours of labor are long and
arduous; however, please know that your labors are fruitful
and helpful to those of us who read. Many articles have
been an encouragement and challenge to me. May the Lord
find you faithful until He comes.
SC

The Projector is greatly needed during these difficult
days. Keep up the good work!
SC
I appreciate your stand for the Lord. So many have
fallen by the wayside and are no longer a witness for
the true Word of God. Stay by the stuff because you
are not alone.
NE
Thank God for our one, and only one, Jesus Christ in Whom
we live and move and have our being and thank you for
carrying on His Work.
CO

Keep looking up - our Redemption draweth nigh! Also
keep up the good work. It is not in vain in Him.
Last week my pastor passed along to me 2 of your
newsletters The Projector. It was the Fall 2007 and
Summer 2007 issues. The articles for children I am
anxious to share with my after school Bible Club
children. The other articles will help me grow as a

Go to www.childrensbibleclub.com for helps on child training.
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Teaching Tips

by Doris Peppard
King of the Mountain

In order to be effective, a teacher must bring his/her own personality under the guidance and control
of God. Children may look “oh-so-sweet” on the outside, but don’t for one instant allow yourself to
believe they are innocent on the inside. Because God has given them the ability to “read” those placed in
authority over them, we must learn to set, maintain, and exercise consistent discipline in our classrooms.
Children know just how far to push, and they rather enjoy doing it. Not only will they learn your
weaknesses, but they know how to turn them against you and play them out. Children can be very cruel,
and teachers must understand how to become “King of the Mountain.” Three ways teachers can become
“King of the Mountain” are to establish a respectful relationship with students, maintain consistency, and
show enthusiasm.
A respectful relationship with students is paramount to maintaining order and discipline at school.
The best way to do this is to be prepared. First establish a personal time of devotion with the Lord and
seek His wisdom. Make sure you get plenty of rest and are prepared for whatever takes place. Teachers
should keep their voices low and
controlled. A raised voice for special
emphasis is fine on occasion, but yelling
and screaming at children is totally
ineffective and unacceptable. Teachers
should maintain their composure at all
times. Respect is a two-way street. “It is
absolutely necessary that the student
“God will not
respect the teacher, but it is equally
important
that the teacher respect the
do for you
student as an individual” (Hobbs, p.74).
what you
determined teacher.
Children love
Maintaining consistency requires a
won’t do for
they equally despise teachers who play
teachers who are fair and consistent; and,
yourself.”
favorites and are not true to their word.
Consistency requires teachers to work;
laziness and laxness must be overcome. A
disorganized classroom is fertile ground
for misbehavior. In this area, “God will not do for you what you won’t do for yourself.” “Half the
battle is won when you approach your classroom with this attitude and your heart is determined not to
fail” (Hobbs, p.73).
Enthusiasm can win students over to your lessons! When a teacher is enthusiastic and seeks
God’s wisdom to prepare lessons that have introductions with a “wow” factor, students can’t help but
respond. Being enthusiastic requires a great deal of preparation to know your subject inside out.
“Enthusiasm is contagious; it rubs off on students and eliminates a great deal of the environment
conducive to discipline problems” (Hobbs, p.76). Developing enthusiasm will require a great deal of
preparation and study for the teacher, but it is well worth the effort.
When the teacher has become “King of the Mountain,” students will want to please their “king.” A
teacher yielded to God’s control, seeking God’s wisdom, and exercising God’s authority will be able to
have the type of classroom that will produce self-disciplined young people, and that is “Priceless.”
Quotes taken from Teaching Methods: The Scriptural Viewpoint by Dr. Dayton Hobbs. This book has
lately been revised and is in its second printing.
Ω
See p. 6 ad for Mrs. Peppard’s new book, TEACHING TIPS, a delightful,
helpful compilation of her Projector articles.
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(Continued from page 3-Focus on Religion)

AXIOM#3: SCRIPTURE TEACHES US THAT
WE MUST PURGE UNBELIEF IF WE CAN.
In the church at Corinth they had a flagrant case
of immorality. The majority of the church was
moral, but they had done nothing about the situation
corrupting their fellowship. Immorality or unbelief
tolerated usually builds a following. God did not
command the believers at Corinth to leave the
church in order to separate from the man. Rather, He
commanded the believers to purge the church of the
unrepentant man. I Corinthians 5:1,2 describes the
situation and 5:6,7 instructs the church what to do :
“It is reported commonly that there is fornication
among you, and such fornication as is not so much
as named among the Gentiles, that one should have
his father's wife. And ye are puffed up, and have not
rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed

might be taken away from among you... Your
glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is
sacrificed for us.”
Church discipline is God's provision for keeping a
church pure morally. It is also God's provision for
keeping it pure doctrinally. The reasons we have
apostate denominations today is that it was rarely
practiced. Unbelief flooded into the seminaries,
flowed into the pulpits and trickled into the pews
while churches and denominations failed to stem the
tide by purging unbelief. The failure to practice
Scriptural discipline will always lead to the necessity
for separation.
Ω
Used by Permission
Next Issue: Failing to Obey

BLESSINGS for FATHER’S DAY
THE MOST HOLY PLACE
by Charles H. Spurgeon
The Most Holy Place is a collection
of sermons preached by Spurgeon
on the “Song of Solomon” during his
ministry.
This is holy ground,
delicate, yet beautiful.
This is
Spurgeon at hi best: vibrant,
engaging, arresting and driven by the desire of
the preacher for his hearers to know Christ. A
treasure, 607 pages. Hardback.
$ 30.00

MOVER OF MEN AND MOUNTAINS
by R. G. LeTourneau
When an industrialist invites God into his
business, miracles happen.
The
autobiography of the inventor of giant
machinery able to literally move mountains,
his nearness to God, and his love for souls
and missionary vision. 16 pages of pictures of the giant
amazing machines he built.
Thrilling testimony.
Paperback. 296 pages.
$6.99

SUNSHINE AND SMILES
by Bud Robinson
Born in utter poverty (“My baby buggy
was not a carriage but a hollow log”), and
uneducated, this Texas cowboy, old-time
holiness preacher became well-known for
his homey, powerful preaching and saw
thousands
co me
to
Christ.
Autobiography, excerpts from sermons, and many downto-earth quotable quotes. 108 pages
$3.25

JUST HOEING MY ROW
by Dayton Hobbs
Autobiography of a unique man from a
southern saw-mill town, who was
wonderfully converted and used of God
to found a ministry, “stick by the stuff,”
and see God work. Challenge to
faithfulness and loyalty to Christ.
Paperback. 189 pages.
$7.95

Order By Phone Toll Free 1-877-626-7030 by web: www.childrensbibleclub.com or
E-mail auntcarolyn@childrensbibleclub.com Visa/MC, Check, M.O. in US funds.
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APOSTASY IS APOSTASY
IS APOSTASY
From the Notes of Dr. Dayton Hobbs
(1924-2006)

II Timothy 3:1-7;
Revelation 3:13-19.
“…There is no new thing
under the sun” (Eccl. 1:9). There
is, however, one constant under
the sun, and that is that man is a
failure. If history teaches us
anything, it teaches us that man is
a failure in every dispensation of
history. Man is a failure, because
he is lawless in God’s lawful and
orderly universe.
From the
beginning in the Garden of Eden,
he chose to go his own way,
creating disaster there, and he has
continued going his own way,
while rejecting God’s way, in
every dispensation since.
God has given man opportunity
after opportunity to prove himself
otherwise, but the result is ever
the same. Man fails to live up to
God’s standard. God gives man a
new opportunity to succeed in
each dispensation under a
somewhat different set of
circumstances; however, the end
result has and will continue to be
the same – apostasy: a falling
away from the Word of God
given to man for his obedience.
This always begins in man’s heart
and eventually leads to the
corruption of every area of man’s
life. We read of this falling away
so far as the Church is concerned
in II Tim. 3:1-7. This picture is
expanded for us in Christ’s
description of the Laodocian
Church (the last Church period of

Church history and recognized for
its democratic structure and
control). Rev. 3:14-19.
The story of man’s apostasy
throughout the Scriptures is a
vicious circle, a tragedy in many
acts, having different players but
with the same tragic ending. That
is the failure of mankind.
1. Apostasy is a time of great
religious activity. Hosea 10:1
- “Israel is an empty vine, he
bringeth forth fruit unto
himself; according to the
multitude of his fruit he hath
increased the altars; according
to the goodness of his land
they have made goodly
images.” False religions are
always present. They don’t
apostatize.
2. Apostasy is a time of luxuriant
growth with great compromise
of the Truth. Hosea 10:1
(above).
3. Apostasy is a time when true
prophets of the Lord are
known as fools and madmen.
Hosea 9:7 - “The days of
visitation are come, the days
of recompence are come;
Israel shall know it: the
prophet is a fool, the spiritual
man is mad, for the multitude
of thine iniquity, and the great
hatred.”
4. Apostasy is a time when real
men are in short supply, and
women rise to dominant
positions in religion and

government.
Hosea 9:7
(above) and Isaiah 3:12 – “As
for my people, children are
their oppressors, and women
rule over them. O my people,
they which lead thee cause
thee to err, and destroy the
way of thy paths.”
5. Apostasy is a time when men
claim love for Christ with the
mouth, but the heart is far
from Him.
They are in
darkness, but they call the
darkness light. Matt. 6:22,23
– “The light of the body is the
eye: if therefore thine eye be
single, thy whole body shall
be full of light. But if thine
eye be evil, thy whole body
shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in
thee be darkness, how great is
that darkness.”
6. Apostasy is a time of passive
heedlessness.
No apostate
ever expects judgment, for he
supposes he is saved and has
light. Matt. 24:38,39 – “For
as in the days that were before
the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, And
knew not until the flood came,
and took them all away; so
shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.” In Noah’s
day, they “KNEW NOT until
the flood came and took them
all away.”
(Continued on page 10)
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“Noah was a just man, and, like Enoch, walked with God (Gen. 6:9). But it was a time of almost universal
apostasy. It was an age of religious indifference, when even the sons of God had become worldly and, in
contracting marriage, chose by the outward appearance rather than by the disposition of the heart (Gen. 6:2),
and when men generally were living for the present moment, ‘eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage’ (Matt. 24:38). It was also an age that was defiant of God: there was secret hostility of the heart;
men formed their plans without regard to God; every imagination and device of man’s heart was evil (Gen.
6:5); there was open defiance also; the earth was filled with violence, the strong oppressed the weak (v.11).
The age was so corrupt that God purposed to destroy mankind.” Davis Dictionary of the Bible, p. 544.
The sad thing about apostasy is its sense of well-being, the feeling that everything is all right, the belief that
God is pleased with the worship of those who are engaged in their dutiful religious activity. This sense of
well-being makes it almost impossible to awaken one to his condition. Generally speaking, the Christianity
of today is in this condition; lethargic, self-satisfied, with no sense of the impending judgment of God that
awaits those who have a “form of godliness” but no genuine conversion experience.
Ω

(Continued from page 2—Discernment)

even thousands of young impressionable minds, become increasingly pragmatic and culturally relevant,
never the opposite. The unintended consequences are a spiritually-dulled generation. Remember it is not
what you preach, it is what you preach and practice that affects young people.
In addition, contrary to the well-meaning “revivalist” evangelists traveling the circuits of America, we are
indeed living in days of deepening apostasy, not spiritual revival. The vitality of life-changing, genuine
salvation conversions is missing from many a church. Our churches swelled on Easter Sunday, March 23rd
as thousands came for their bi-annual trek to the local church. Hands were shaken, old friendships renewed,
backs slapped, hugs given, but in the end, commitment to Christ and His Word was the last thing on the
minds of the drive-by church goers. Others, considered “faithful,” come once on Sunday, since the other
services of the church are believed unimportant, and so it is off to the races, the river, the ballgames, the
soccer matches, the shopping sprees, etc. Is this not the Laodicean Church prophesied in Revelation 3:1418?
Where are the great voices of preachers who thunder, “Ye are an adulterous and wicked generation?”
Where are the prophetic messages that preach the soon return of Christ and the purifying message of the
blessed hope? (I John 3:2-3). Alas, there are few messages of that nature, because the discernment of the
times has been clouded by the culture of meaningful relationships, divorce counseling, drug and alcohol
addiction classes, powerless preaching and the pitiful blindness that comes from cheap evangelism, quickprayerism, and willful ignorance of God's principles of Separation.
We engage culture with the Gospel. The Gospel is a one-way message; there is no dialogue. It is REPENT
and BELIEVE THE GOSPEL (Mark 1:15). When it comes to apostasy, as Pastor Ashbrook states in his
article this issue, Ephesians 5:11 is our principle, “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them.”
The closer we get to the rapture of the Church the more the Devil is fighting for the minds and hearts of our
young people. Sadly, many have aided the Devil's work through pragmatic practices, which are directly and
indirectly affecting the thinking patterns of our next generation. Biblical discernment can only be sharpened
through the rebuking iron of God's Word and complete obedience to the whole counsel of God.
Ω
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TURN LOOSE!

of the Morning
It wasn’t his real name, of course.
Maybe it was because the spelling
was close to his real name; maybe it
was because he liked to wear easyfit (more like sloppy) clothes, but
somewhere along the line somebody
called him “Hobo” and the
nickname stuck. He and “Charlie”
were best buddies and, whether
good or bad, where you found one,
you would usually find the other.
With all their antics, nobody knew
what they might do next!
What they did “next” on one brisk
spring morning was cook up a quick
fishing trip. The wind was quiet, the
water smooth, and Dad’s small boat
was tied at the wharf down on the
bay.
Quickly grabbing some
sandwiches and snacks, they got a
couple of Dad’s fishing poles from
the garage and took their pick of his
tackle boxes, including his best one
with new, expensive lures and other
gear inside.
To their surprise, the boat motor
cranked at only the second pull of
the starter. They backed the boat
away from the dock, eased out into
the bay, and headed out to deep
water where fishing was good. One
spot yielded a small catch, but they
moved farther out several times to
keep trying. Fishing was slow but a
catch now and then kept them going.
Hours passed before the boys
noticed that the sky had become
overcast and the wind was blowing
hard and cold. The weather change
made them wrap up their gear, crank
the motor and head for shore, but
they had drifted a long way. Shore
was far away, and the water was

by
“Aunt Carolyn”

rough!
“Head for shore, Hobo!” Charlie
hollered. “We’ve got to get out of
here!”
To be sure, Hobo headed the small
craft for shore, but the wind blew
strong against them. They were
heading straight into the wind and
crossways of the rising waves!
“We should have brought the life
jackets!” Charlie called. “We might
need them in this storm!”
“Yeah! Well, it’s too late now!”
They were in danger, but neither
boy wanted to admit fear. “Let’s get
out of here!” they shouted, as if that
would be a quick or easy. No, they
had to control the boat and their
fears! The waves were pounding so
strongly that the boat creaked under
the stress! The boys had never been
alone in a storm on the bay before.
Oh, what were they going to do?
What if?…What if?
Suddenly, Charlie hollered, “Look!
Look!” and pointed toward the
bottom of the boat.
There was water pouring in! Oh,
no!
The powerful waves had
knocked a hole in the bottom! The
boat was sinking fast! What could
they do? “Help! Help!” they yelled,
but the wind only blew their cries
back in their faces. Hobo peeled off
his shirt and waved it on a pole for
an SOS signal, but there was nobody
around to see it. Charlie blew the
emergency air horn, but there was
no one to hear it!

“We’re going down! We’re going
to drown, and nobody will ever
know what happened to us!"
“No! We’ve got to stay with the
boat if it stays up at all! Maybe
somebody will find us!”
It all happened so fast! There was
no time to think! Their gear! They
had to save the stuff in the boat!
They tried to tie down the fishing
poles, but that didn’t work. The
food? It didn’t matter! Let it go!
The tackle boxes! – Dad’s good
tackle boxes! They had to save
them!
Hobo and Charlie each
grabbed one and gripped the handle
for dear life! They would save
Dad’s tackle no matter what! They
stood fighting to keep their balance
as the top rail of the boat
disappeared under the dark bay
waters. It was happening! The boys
were going under, too!
Gripping the heavy tackle boxes the
boys struggled against the water as it
rose above their knees, then above
their waists, then they were
struggling to keep their heads barely
above water! Suddenly sensing the
weight of the tackle boxes, their
thoughts flashed -- “We’re going to
look mighty funny at the bottom of
the bay clinging to a heavy tackle
box!”
“Yeah! Turn loose! Turn loose!”
As soon as they dropped their tackle
box weights, they floundered to the
surface. They managed to cling to
the overturned boat, which had
caught enough air to hold it afloat.

(Continued on page 12)
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some boys and girls act in the same
way. They know the Lord Jesus
Christ died to save them and lift
them out of the dark waters of sin
into life eternal, but they cling to the
tackle box of their sin. They hang on
to bad habits, evil thoughts, wrong
friends, wrong actions, even
possessions and other things which
will drag them down to death in hell
forever rather than turn from their
sin, confess it and receive the Lord
Jesus as their only Savior.”

It was after dark before their dads
and the search party rescued the boys
and brought them to shore. Hobo’s
Dad was not happy about losing his
boat and tackle, but that really didn’t
matter compared to losing the boys’
lives! “I’m glad you turned loose
those tackle boxes! It would have
been awful to let them weight you
down and drown you at the bottom
of the bay just for a stash of fishing
tackle!” The boys gave a muffled
laugh, but it really wasn't very funny The boys surely didn’t want that to
when they realized what could have happen to them! And, my friend,
don’t let it happen to you! “What
happened!
shall it profit a man if he shall gain
Once at home, dry and well-fed, Dad the whole world, and lose his own
picked up the subject again. “Yes, it soul” (Mark 8:36)? You cannot trust
would have been foolish and rash for in money or possessions. They will
you guys to hang onto those tackle pass away. You cannot trust in
boxes when your lives could be religion. Like the white flag and air
saved if you turned them loose. Yet horn, religions make a fine show and
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big sound, but there is no power to
save a lost sinner. But there is
pardon and eternal life for anyone
who will forsake the world and sin
and put his faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ alone, because “Christ died
for our sins” (I Cor. 15:3b). “If we
confess our sin, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sin and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness” (I John
1:9). “Let us lay aside every weight
and the sin that doth so easily beset
us…” (Heb. 12:1). Turn loose of
anything in your tackle box of sin
that is keeping you from becoming a
Christian. Drop your load of sin at
Jesus’ feet. Receive Him now!
Jesus said, “I am come that they
might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly” (John
10:10).
Ω

Postmaster send change of address to:

The PROJECTOR
6331 Chestnut Street
Milton, Florida 32570

Toll Free 1-877-626-7030
www.theprojector.org

Uncle Bud Robinson, the
w e ll- k n ow n H ol i ne ss
preacher, was taken by
friends to New York City
and given a grand tour.
That night in his prayers he said, “Lord, I
thank You for letting me see all the sights
of New York. And I thank You most of all
that I didn't see a thing that I wanted!
Vance Havner, Pepper 'N Salt (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming
H. Revell Co.,) 98.

