
One current trend in Christianity is an empha-
sis on relationships.  Many books have been writ-
ten and sermons preached with the hope of en-
couraging Christians to build relationships with 
people. While relationships are needed in the 
Christian�s life, one must base those relationships 
on the Word of God so they do not end up in sub-
jectivity and emotion.  One practical passage on 
societal relationships is I Peter 2:13-3:12. Here, 
Peter discusses Christian responsibilities to  the 
government, between servants and masters, and in 
a marriage.  In all three cases, one key idea keeps 
resurfacing: submission. Today, man seeks rela-
tionships with one thing in mind�how can I bene-
fit from this relationship?  In these cases, pride 
rather than submission is dominant.  Of these 
three areas, one that is difficult for most to under-
stand is the basic responsibility with authority.  
Peter brings this out in his discussion of servants 
and masters in 2:18-25.   

Deeper study into this passage reveals that the 
word �servants� is not the common Greek word 
doulos, but the word oiketes.  While doulos de-
notes a bondslave, oiketes is simply a household 
servant who performs specific tasks for his master.  
In this situation, the emphasis is on the fact that 
this servant is under the authority of another.  This 
word does not emphasize the severity of the labor 
of the service (as does doulos), but rather indicates 
a less rigorous position as a servant in the house 
under the master�s authority (R. C. Trench).  Fur-
thermore, in comparison to the current ethical 
laws, Peter goes a step further by addressing the 
servants.  The �codes� of that day applied demands 
to the masters, not the servants.  Peter takes the 
extra step to make demands of the servant because 
these servants are Christians.  Obviously, society 
was more lenient in its demands on servants, but 
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 Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible, but 
nothing in his handwriting has survived the centuries.  
Where are the scrolls upon which Isaiah wrote?  What 
was Paul�s handwriting like?  How about Peter, John, 
and Luke?  All materials upon which they wrote the 
Word of God have long vanished.   
 But what if they had not?  What if we were able to 
have in our hands the actual first edition of the book of 
Genesis?  Would it not be glorious to read the book of 
John in that apostle�s hand?  What library would hold 
these wonderful documents?   
 These are fanciful questions, for our God in His 
wisdom has taken these original writings away from our 
sight.  But He has been careful to give us accurate 
connections with the original writings so that we can 
know in our day the Word of God and in the knowing of 
it come to know Jesus Christ, the Redeemer. 
 It seems quite obvious to me why God has 
withdrawn the original manuscripts from mankind.  No 
doubt battles would have been fought over possession of 
the manuscripts.  The Crusades of the Middle Ages were 
fought concerning the possessors of the city of Jerusalem 
and the religious artifacts of the nation of Israel.  In 
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Dear Reader: 
 

 I call your attention to the lead 
article by Mr. Ludwig Opager.  There 
is a developing attitude in some 
sectors of American religious thought 
that there may be a particular 
language or translation of the Bible 
used in Heaven for all eternity.  First 
of all let me respectfully say for those 
who have forgotten, that Jesus 
Christ is the living, complete Word 
of God! (John 1:1; 14; Revelation 
19:11-16).  We have the literal 
revelation of God's Word in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  I do not 
believe that we will be studying the 
manuscripts, text families, and 
translations of the Bible in the 
Millennial Kingdom on the earth or in 
eternity in Heaven, for we will have 
the full REVELATION in the person of 
Christ before us telling us directly all 
we need to know.    
 We know from the Scriptures that 
all flesh (the dead, small and great) 
will be judged according to the things 
written in the books (the Scriptures) 
and according to their works 
(Revelation 20:12).  All mankind will 
be judged by the Scriptures.  
However, God does not tell us that 
we are going to study for all eternity 
the �limited� revelation that He gave to 
us in the manuscripts, text families, 
and translations possessed during 
time on earth.  There are many things 
we do not know because God chose 
not to tell us in His revelation to us. 
God has so much more to reveal to 
us in eternity than what we 

currently have in the HOLY BIBLE 
we now possess.  Notice what the 
book of John says concerning the 
limits of our current Holy Bible: �I have 
yet many things to say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall 
he speak: and he will shew you things 
to come� (John 16:12).  �And many 
other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book: But these are 
written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name� (John 20:30-31.)  
�And there are also many other things 
which Jesus did, the which, if they 
should be written every one, I 
suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that 
should be written. Amen (John 
23:25.)  Is this mere hyperbole or a 
statement of fact? 
 Secondly, the debate over 
translations has caused some to drift 
from the worship and knowledge of 
the living WORD, Jesus Christ, to the 
worship and knowledge of a particular 
translation of God's Word.  That error 
in thinking clouds discernment and  
generates emotional conclusions that 
are extremely difficult for many to 
overcome. John 17:3 states, �And this 
is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou has sent.�  I John 

5:20, �And we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we may know 
him that is true, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God, and 
eternal life.�  
 When our Lord returns to earth 
on a white horse as recorded in 
Revelation 19: 11-16, He bears the 
name �The WORD OF GOD� and 
out of His mouth goeth a �sharp 
sword.�  That �sharp sword� 
proceeding out of His mouth is the 
Word of God to all the nations (vs. 
15).  King Jesus Christ will be clearly 
understood by every tongue and 
nation.  There seems to be no 
indication that there will be any need 
of translations of the Bible for, as the 
WORD OF GOD, the Lord Christ will 
communicate truth to all ears and for 
their understanding (Habakkuk 2:14; 
Isaiah 11:9.) 

In my opinion, it is not worthwhile 
to debate which language or 
translation of the Bible will be used in 
the future earth or heaven because 
we will have the complete Word of 
God in the person of the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST.  Dear reader, our 
Lord is not limited to the languages of 
the nations of the earth, which by the 
way came about as a result of man's 
disobedience, iniquity and rebellion 
(Genesis 11:1 - 9).  He will 
communicate clearly to all flesh in His 
divine, sovereign way for all to know 
His Word in heaven and in earth.            
Ω 
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Recently I again ran across the 
o f ten- repe ate d c la im that 
fundamentalists are the modern 
Pharisees.  The justification of this 
claim is because fundamentalism 
i s  marked by  �sc andal � , 
�e mot io na l  and  s p i r i t u a l 
i m m a t u r i t y � ,  � m o s t  a r e 
hypocrites�, and additionally, 
�fundamentalism attracts and 
thrives on ignorance�.¹    
 
These broad-brush accusations are 
certainly true of some who claim 
to be Christians (and equally true 
of some who do not claim to be 
Christians!); but it is not accurate 
to claim these faults and flaws are 
the marks of fundamentalism.  
Our Lord and Master warned us 
there would be tares among the 
wheat, so we should not be 
surprised when some, who claim 
to be fundamental, disgrace their 
profession by their behavior; but 
their failing is a reflection of their 
own heart, not fundamentalism.   
We embrace fundamentalism 
because it is Biblical Christianity.  
When scandal is discovered in 
someone�s life who is considered 
to be a �leader� we are saddened 
to see sin dominate a professed 
b e l i e v e r � s  l i f e ,  b u t  o u r 
determination to love our Lord, 
separate from the world, and daily 
bathe ourselves in the Word is 
strengthened as we ��considering 
thyself, lest thou also be tempted.�  
Our fundamental position is 

unaltered in spite of human 
failings, because it is based on the 
Bible, not some �leader�s� 
behavior. 
 

S p e a k i n g  o f  � l e a d e r s � , 
fundamentalism has no �leaders�.  
By that I mean no person can 
make a pronouncement and 
e x p e c t  r a n k  a n d  f i l e 
fundamentalists to follow.  There 
may be many spiritual people who 
are a blessing as long as they 
remain faithful to God and un-
spotted from the world, but 
fundamentalists follow Scripture, 
not man.   
 
Fundamentalism is marked by a 
passion for truth and Holiness.  
Fundamentalism attracts and 
thrives on purity of life and purity 
of teaching.  Because of this, 
separation from all that offends a 
Holy God is a defining element. 
�Ye that love the LORD, hate 
evil� (Psalm 97:10).  Love of God 
produces a hatred of evil and 
demands separation from it.   
 
Separation from worldliness is a 
hallmark of fundamentalism.  
There is no such thing as an un-
separated fundamentalist.  It is this 
quest for personal and religious 
purity that rubs mainstream 
American Christianity the wrong 
way.  Many Godly people, for 
example, have experienced the 

name-calling and ridicule when 
they left their church when CCM 
was introduced.   Unlike the (new) 
evangelical or modernist, who 
tolerates CCM, the fundamentalist 
will bear the scorn and rejection of 
the  es t ab l i s he d Chr i s t i an 
community in order to remain 
true to Christ by keeping himself 
unspotted from the world. �Let us 
go forth therefore unto him 
without the camp, bearing his 
reproach� (Hebrews 13:13).  
God�s consistent demand in all 
ages has been separation; without 
separation there is no purity or 
holiness.   
 
To call someone a Pharisee is to 
represent that they do not know or 
love God, purity, and truth; but 
have an outward appearance of 
doing so.  This often repeated 
claim is inconsistent with the fact 
that it is the fundamentalist�s 
outward appearance that is driven 
by his inward devotion to God and 
earnest desire to be pure and holy 
in all areas of life.  Are there 
hypocrites in fundamental 
churches?  Yes, there are, but 
their presence is not an indictment 
against fundamentalism, but a 
reflection of their own hearts.     Ω 
 

1. James McGrail  �The Trail 
H o m e � h t t p : / /
thetrailhome.blogspot.com
/2008/02/trail-home.html 
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� . . . fundamentalism has no 
leaders . . . fundamentalists fol-

low the Scripture, not man.� 
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addition, due to man�s propensity to 
worship religious objects (i.e. the 
bronze serpent in II Kings 18:4), it 
would seem obvious that the original 
manuscripts would likewise receive 
much the same treatment.  Our Lord 
in His infinite wisdom removed the 
original manuscripts (much like the 
Garden of Eden) and left us instead 
with reliable translations of the 
original manuscripts to strengthen 
our faith in the GIVER of revealed 
truth. 
 It is of the nature of men to be 
enamored with the message rather 
than the messenger.  As Romans 1 
tells us we are all of the group: Who 
changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator. 
 Our Lord, knowing the hearts of 
the Pharisees, addressed this nature 
as the Apostle John recorded in John 
5:39,40 when He told them: Search 
the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me. And ye 
will not come to me, that ye might 
have life.  
 This is how this passage is 
expressed in the Amplified Bible. 
You search and investigate and 
pore over the Scriptures diligently, 
because you suppose and trust that 
you have eternal life through them. 
And these [very Scriptures] testify 
about Me!  
And still you are not willing [but 
refuse] to come to Me, so that you 
might have life. 
 First of all, Jesus Christ 
recognized that the Pharisees were 
diligent Bible students for they 
searched the scriptures.  They took 
their study seriously but their very 
study convinced them that study of 
the scriptures alone would bring 
eternal life.  But according to Jesus 
Christ who stood before them, they 
missed the point of study and that 
point was to know the One of whom 

the scriptures testified. 
 The Pharisees thought of their 
searching as an end in and of itself.  
They so revered the actual scrolls, 
the study of those scrolls, and the 
law of those scrolls, that they were 
sure this was the way to earn God�s 
pleasure.  But Christ�s reply went 
directly to the point of the scriptures.  
It was not mastery of the scriptures 
that was to be sought, although that 
is a fine intent, but it was the gaining 
of the One of whom the scriptures 
spoke. 
 You may memor ize the 
scriptures from cover to cover.  You 
may read several chapters a day for 
the rest of your life.  You may revere 
the Bible and treat it with respect and 
try to obey all the commandments 
that you find there, but unless you 
find Jesus Christ in the Book all of 
your efforts will have been in vain.  

For eternal life is not found in 
knowing the scriptures but eternal 
life is found in knowing the person 
of Jesus Christ, who is  the One of 
whom the scriptures testify from 
front to back cover. 
 We know and are certain that the 
Bible is God�s Word.  But this 
knowledge must be tempered by the 
fact that before any part of the 
scripture was given to man all of 
God�s Word was complete in Jesus 
Christ.  The God�s Word we are to 
worship is the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
as John 1:1 tells us:  In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  This is what we 
must keep in mind when we revere 
the written form of God�s Word that 
we call the Bible.  Reverence for the 
Bible is not an end in itself, for the 
Bible is given to us that we may 
know and worship Jesus Christ, the 
Lord.  Revering the beautiful Psalms, 

the wise Proverbs, the exacting law, 
or even a favorite translation is not 
why God has given us the Book.  He 
has given these things for the 
purpose of revealing to us the eternal 
Word of God, Jesus Christ.  He is the 
One we are to worship! 
 Certainly we are to have a 
reverence for the written Word of 
God, but we also are to know that 
there is only one perfect Word of 
God.  God has kept us from the 
original writings, that we instead 
focus on that perfect One, Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Word of God.  He 
came before every original writing, 
every copy thereof, and every 
translation. 
 I believe that when I hold in my 
hand a copy of a good translation I 
am holding the Word of God.  But 
back of that belief I know that the 
important thing about this translation 
or other good translations is that they 
are all about knowing the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The lesson that Christ was 
giving the Pharisees was, don�t 
worship that which tells about Jesus 
Christ, worship Jesus Christ.   
 Today we have movements 
which I think border on translation 
worship, thinking that in certain 
translations there is eternal life.  But 
the message to those who hold a 
particular translation as equal to the 
original writings is the same that 
Jesus gave to the Pharisees: In him 
was life; and the life was the light 
of men. 
 While serving in Vietnam for the 
Navy, my wife and I exchanged 
letters every other day.  When alone 
in my room in Danang, I read those 
letters over and over again for they 
brought much joy to my heart as they 
represented my beloved.  Those 
letters were very dear to both of us 
but for over 40 years they have 
rested unread in a wooden box.  I 
have not read those letters in all 
those years, because I have been 
with the one who lovingly sent them.  

(Continued from page 1 - Eternal Word of God) 
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� . . . unless you find Jesus 
Christ in the Book, all of your 
efforts will have been in vain.� 



 
Proverb Practicals 

 by Ludwig Opager 
 

Prov. 14:2.    He that walketh in his uprightness feareth the LORD: 
but he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him. 
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 Our God makes it easy to know 
where you stand before Him, for He is 
not capricious nor is He eccentric, 
erratic, fickle, flighty, impulsive, or 
whimsical.  Our God is steady and 
fixed!  James calls him �the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning�.  The 
writer of Hebrews declares that Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to day, 
and for ever. Therefore for men to not 
know where they stand before God is 
to ignore all that God is.    
 No doubt the trouble is with you if 
you are confused about your 
relationship with God.  Paul in 2 Tim. 
2:15, counsels Timothy to:  Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. Timothy, you are to study to 
show yourself whether or not God 
approves of you. Stand as straight as 
you can next to the straight edge of 
God and see where you deviate from 
God's perfect plumb line.  Study of 
God�s Word will reveal any deviation, 
for His Word is the perfect 
perpendicular against which all other 
perpendiculars are measured.  His 
Word, the upright by which all are to 
be compared, is only revealed by 
study.   
 That comparison with the 
uprightness of God's Word by a 
yielded believer will bring an ever 
closer conformance to God's Word 
resulting in a workman who needs not 
be ashamed.  This is a workman who is 
approved of God, because he conforms 
to the uprightness of God as expressed 
in Jesus Christ.  This is a workman, 
who through study, identifies those 

things in his life that do not please 
God and then, through the Spirit of 
God, appropriates God's grace to 
change them.  This is how a workman 
walks in his uprightness.   
 What does this walk or the lack of 
this walk reveal?  It reveals  whether 
or not the workman fears the Lord.  So 
here in this proverb is the "fear of the 
Lord" test.  James 1:22-25, says it this 
way.  But be ye doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. For if any be a hearer of the 
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a 
man beholding his natural face in a 
glass: For he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he was.  
But whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer 
of the work, this man shall be blessed 
in his deed. 
 This workman, beholding his face 
in a mirror, heeds not what the mirror 
tells him.  He knows the mirror is the 
standard or upright that reveals what 
manner of man he is, but he counts 
that as nothing.  But the man who 
acts upon what he sees in the mirror 
shall be blessed in his deed.  This man 
counts the mirror as a valuable 
treasure, for by revealing to him what 
manner of man he is, he is able to 
more closely measure up to the perfect 
law of liberty.   
 What causes one to act on the 
message of the mirror and another to 
reject the message and go his way?  
Our proverb tells us it is the fear of the 
Lord!  So fearing the Lord will bring 
study of the uprightness of God and 
by God's grace conformance to that 

uprightness.  If you fear the Lord, you 
desire to live in exact conformance to 
truth.  
 If you do not fear the Lord there 
will be little care to know where you 
deviate from God's uprightness and 
little care to please Him with your 
walk, choosing instead to be perverse 
in your ways.  Perverse literally means 
bent, crooked or twisted in contrast to 
uprightness, which is straight.  Paul in 
Phil. 2:15, urged Christians to be 
moral "lights" witnessing to their 
"crooked and perverse generation,"  
uprights witnessing to the bent, the 
crooked and the twisted. 
 The perverse man beholds himself 
in a glass and he goes his way.  He is 
not interested in being approved of 
God.  He does not fear God so he turns 
aside and away from any study that 
will show himself his condition before 
God.  Our proverb says this one not 
only has no fear of God but he despises 
Him.  
 So what is a mark of one who fears 
the Lord?  A mark of one who fears 
the Lord is one who walks in his 
uprightness.  David knew this when he 
wrote in: Psalm 119:7  I will praise thee 
with uprightness of heart, when I shall 
have learned thy righteous judgments.  
David desired to be approved unto 
God for he expected to praise God 
with uprightness of heart that he 
gained by the study of God's Word 
and its revealing to him any deviation 
in his walk. David's fear of the Lord 
caused him to desire that any 
deviation he had from the pure Word 
of God be corrected.  And the source of 
all this effort is the fear of the Lord.
                                     Ω 



Peter holds the Christian servants 
to a higher standard.  The Chris-
tian is to rise higher than society 
with a better standard, even if so-
cietal approval does not rest upon 
it.  The believer must understand 
his position as a servant under au-
thority in order to serve God effec-
tively.  Ministries today are full of 
men trying to make a name for 
themselves and be in the forefront, 
but not many believers can handle 
submitting under the authority of 
another in a ministry.   Peter in-
structs the Christian servant with 
five basic guidelines in his rela-
tionship under authority. 

Servants know their place 
and are content with it. In 
verse 18, Peter writes, Servants, be 
subject to your masters with all 
fear.  In order to be subject, one 
must understand that he is a ser-
vant.  God has called some to au-
thority and leadership and others 
to serve under leadership.  The 
ministry is no place for aspirations 
of grandeur and hopes of being �in 
charge.�  If God has called you to 
serve under another, then serve 
faithfully.  When we try to aspire 
to greater than what God has 
called us to, we will begin to ma-
nipulate and work to get there.  
When that happens, we have 
worked out our own situation 
rather than trusting in the Lord 
and doing His will.  If being under 
the authority of another rubs you 
the wrong way, then you are not 
content with where Christ has put 
you and need a change of perspec-
tive in order to serve effectively.  
When each person in a ministry 
knows his place and is content 
with it, then the common goal of 
bringing glory to the Lord can be 
reached.   

Servants come under an-
other�s authority willingly.  
The word in the Greek for �be sub-
ject� is hupotasso which indicates 
arrangement under the proper or-

der, especially in the sense of the 
military. This goes along with 
knowing your place in the work of 
the Lord.  For example, a sergeant 
in the military would not think to 
assume the position of general.  In 
the same manner, as believers, we 
must come into our proper place 
that the Lord has given us and 
serve willingly. The New Testa-
ment gives two reasons that the 
believer should submit to His au-
thority.  First,  Peter  writes that 
the subjection is to be with all fear.  
For the Christian, this is not fear of 
the consequence of not obeying the 
master but fear of dishonoring the 
greatest Master, Jesus Christ.  Sec-
ond, Paul writes that it is the will 
of God.  Ephesians 6:6-7 gives an-
other insight into willful submis-
sion: ... but as the servants of 
Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart; with good will doing 
service as to the Lord and not to 
men.  In other words, the Christian 
servant does not serve out of com-
pulsion but because of his submis-
sion to the will of God.  The ser-
vant is compelled to do right be-
cause it is God�s will.  When a be-
liever is full of anger and bitter-
ness and complaint, he is not serv-
ing with joy and is, therefore, not 
in the will of God.  Christians, 
therefore, are to submit willingly, 
not only because of fear, but also 
because it is God�s will. 

Servants are to be subject 
in all cases.  The question that 
naturally surfaces in the servant�s 
mind is this: �Is there ever a time 
when I am exempt from being sub-
ject to the authority over me?�  To 
answer this question, Peter gives 
two different scenarios.  In one 
scenario, servants can serve with 
good and gentle masters.  Even 
though these masters may not be 
Christian, they are still honorable 
and equitable.  This situation can 
be applied to the Christian and his 
workplace.  Even though an em-
ployer may not be saved, he can 

still be honorable to his employees.  
Serving in this case is easy.  In an-
other scenario, however, a Chris-
tian can serve under a froward 
master.  This master is unfair, 
crooked, and obstinate.  These 
masters are hard to please, be-
cause they order something done 
one way and then scold when it is 
done because they changed their 
mind about how to do it.  In other 
words, these masters deliberately 
make it difficult for the servants.  
Obviously, in this case, it is very 
difficult to submit, but Peter 
clearly states in verse 18 that in 
both cases, the Christian servant is 
to be submissive. It is always easy 
to do right when the situation is 
good, but what about the situa-
tions that the Lord brings that are 
difficult and uncomfortable?  Es-
pecially in the workforce, the 
Christian must always set an ex-
ample and submit to the employer 
in all cases unless it contradicts 
God�s Word. 

Servants do right when 
they are done wrong.  Peter�s 
exhortation to be subject even in 
difficult situations naturally leads 
to this next point. The froward 
master is one who is literally trying 
to get the servant to rebel and re-
act, but Peter says it is 
�thankworthy� to endure the 
wrong.  This word in the Greek 
comes from charis which is often 
translated as �grace.�  In this con-
text, it means an action that is be-
yond the ordinary course of what 
might be expected, and is, there-
fore, commendable.  In other 
words, the master does not expect 
the servant to react with submis-
sion, but is hoping that the servant 
will rebel.  This is a contrarian phi-
losophy today: we tend to believe 
that we should not suffer for any-
thing, especially if it is not our 
fault and we are being wronged. 
Furthermore, if we are done 
wrong, then we have the right to 

(Continued from page 1 - Biblical Submission) 
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Teaching Tips                     by Doris Peppard 
Teaching Children 
to Have Devotions 

 

 Elementary children can 
develop a habit of daily personal 
devotion.  This time should be 
customized to be appropriate for 
each child�s attention span and 
maturity.   Of course, parents are 
responsible to train their children in 
this area; however, they may 
require help to guide them in the 
beginning.  Christian School 
teachers can provide these Christian 
parents with some ideas that will 
help begin this process.  
 While I was in college, I taught 
the two-year-old class in the 
Faculty Children�s Sunday School.  
Dr. Clifford Lewis was in charge of 
overseeing all of us who were 
teaching children and gave me this 
most valuable instruction:  �Teach 
young children about God.  If they 
learn about God, they will have a 
greater opportunity to know Him, 
love Him, follow Him, obey Him, 
and come to the point of trusting in 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
their personal Saviour.�   
 In order to hone in upon those 
facets of God that children need to 
learn, it would be beneficial for 
children to learn to set up their 
devotions to take one �attribute� a 
day.   Following this process week 
after week, children will cover each 
�attribute� 52 times a year and can 
therefore become grounded in their 
understanding of God.  These ideas 
are meant to help parents begin 
training their children to have a 
personal time set aside to study and 
learn about God. 
 

Suggestions: 
 

Teach children to pray with a 
prayer list, sing an appropriate 
hymn that fits the theme, and read 
Scripture.  All this training will 
reap rewards in your children�s 
lives.  It is important that once 
children learn to read well, they 
learn to do devotions in private by 
themselves.  God can and will 
speak through His Word to even the 
youngest of children if they take 
time to �listen.�  Words of 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d 
acknowledgement from their 
parents will facilitate their diligence 
in the study of God�s Word.  The 
following chart is an example � 
children should be given one 
passage (usually two to five verses) 
a day.  This chart lists seven 
examples for each �attribute� of 
God and will last seven weeks.  
Parents will need to add passages as 
t ime goes  b y ( I  used a 
concordance), as well as shorten or 
lengthen passages depending upon 
their child�s understanding and 
ability. 
  
Monday - God is Holy 
Theme verse:  I Samuel 2:2 "There 
is none holy as the Lord; for there 
is none beside thee:  neither is there 
any rock like our God." 
I Pet. 1:16 - 19 / Lev. 19:1-4 / Eph 
4:1-6 / Rev. 4:10-11  / 5:12-13 Ps. 
19:7-10 / Ps. 51:9-13 
Tuesday - God is Righteous 
Theme Verse:  Psalm 119:137  
"Righteous art thou, O Lord, and 
upright are thy judgments." 
Ps. 19:7-10 / I John 1:9-10 &I John 
2:1 / I John 2:15-17 / II Tim. 4:7-9 /
Ps. 111:2-4 / Matt. 6:31-34 / James 

1:19-21 
Wednesday - God is Love 
Theme Verse:  I John 4:8 "He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for 
God is love. 
Deut. 6:4-7 / Deut. 6:13-15 / Deut. 
7:11-13 / Deut. 11:1-3 / Mark 
12:29-31 Rom. 5:6-8 / I John 3:1-3 
Thursday - God is Creator 
Theme Verse:  Genesis 1:1 "In the 
beginning, God created the heaven  
and the earth." 
Gen. 2:1-3 / Gen. 2:4-7 / Eccl. 12:1, 
13, 14 / Is. 44:10-13 / Is. 45:5-7 / 
Col. 1:12-14 / Col. 1:15-18 
Friday - God is Wise 
Theme Verse:  I Timothy 1:17 
"Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever.   Amen." 
I Kings 4:29-30 / Ps. 111:9-10 / 
Prov. 3:19-22 / Jude 24-25 / Ps. 
104:23-25 / Prov. 2:3-6 / I Cor. 
1:18-21 
Saturday - God is our Help 
Theme Verse:  Psalm 121: 1-2 "I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help,  My 
help cometh from the Lord, which 
made heaven and earth." 
Is. 41:10, 13 / Ps. 118:6-9 / Mark 
9:23-24 / Heb. 4:15-16 / Ps. 33:18 - 
22 / Rom. 8:26-28 / Rom. 13:5-8 
Sunday - God is Worthy to be 
Praised 
Theme Verse:  Psalm 146:2 
"While I live will I praise the Lord:  
I will sing praises unto my God 
while I have any being." 
Ps. 9:1-2 / Is. 12:1-5 / Luke 2:11-
14 / Ps. 147:1-5 / Ps. 96:1-4 / Ps. 
92:1-5 / II Sam. 22:1-4 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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RESULTS 
DO NOT MEAN 

IT IS RIGHT 
 

 by Rev. John Ashbrook 
 

This is another excellent article 
in a series from the booklet, 
AXIOMS OF SEPARATION.  
This article contends that 
�results� are not the basis on 
which we justify right and 
wrong. 

 

 The third observation is 
that results do not mean that 
something is the will of God. In 
Numbers 20, when Moses at-
tempted to get water from the 
rock, he disobeyed the Lord by 
angrily smiting the rock twice.  
For that disobedience God re-
fused to allow Moses to enter 
the promised land. But did 
Moses have good results?  Yes, 
God graciously opened the rock 
and quenched the thirst of mil-
lions of Israelites. The good re-
sults did not justify the wrong 
way in which the thing was 
done.   
 Do you see this axiom?  
God's work done in God's way 
produces only good results.  
God' s work done in man's way 
produces good and bad results. 
 In my service days I was ex-
posed to some of the problems 
of navigation by compass. I was 
never good at that; but I did 
learn that a small deviation in 
course would end you up hun-
dreds of miles from where you 
intended to go.  Back in 1948, 
when Dr. Ockenga determined 
a course for new evangelical-
ism, he did not intend to make 
much of a correction. He just 
intended to repudiate separa-
tism, to add some invigorating 

social involvement and win 
over some liberals with erudite 
dialogue.  However, that seem-
ingly small deviation from obe-
dience has not led many 
churches to a safe harbor, but it 
has sent thousands over the 
falls of compromise to reunion 
with apostasy. 
 
Richard Quebedeaux, a card-
carrying new evangelical, de-
scribed the state of the move-
ment a number of years ago: 
 
Evangelicals of the left range 
from moderate Republicans to 
democratic socialists, if not 
Marxists. Most affirm the nu-
clear family [husband, wife, 
and children] but are at the 
same time open to alternative 
domestic life styles, from ex-
tended families to communes.  
Just about all of the left evan-
gelicals are feminists and sup-
port the ordination of women, 
egalitarian marriage [no 
Scriptural order in the family], 
and the use of inclusive lan-
guage. The old evangelical ta-
boos against alcohol, tobacco, 
social dancing and the like are 
almost universally condemned 
(as binding at least). Biblical 
criticism, used constructively 
and devoutly, is employed by a 
great many evangelical stu-
dents and scholars of the left. 
They recognize the marks of 
cultural conditioning  on 
Scripture, and their study of 
the Bible is informed by their 
knowledge of the natural, so-
cial and behavioural sci-
ences.� [  ] are mine. 
 
 This paragraph clearly de-
scribes the destructive effect of 
new evangelicalism � not in my 

words, but theirs. 
 As I write this booklet in 
1989, we have witnessed 41 
years of new evangelicalism. In 
1948 when new evangelicalism 
took its divergent fork in the 
road, it was thought to be a 
slight course correction. Now, 
many new evangelicals find 
themselves on a totally differ-
ent road. Unless fundamental-
ists obey the Bible by separat-
ing from disobedient brethren 
we will find ourselves with 
them on a broad road, totally 
different from the one on which 
we set out. 
 Satan is always pushing his 
program. He is always inviting 
fundamentalists to cooperate, 
join, associate, infiltrate, dia-
logue and stay in. Thousands of 
fu n d amen ta l is t  p as to rs , 
churches, schools and missions 
have been sucked into his 
whirlpool of compromise. De-
fections continue daily. These 
men and groups might have 
been spared for glorious victo-
ries had they obeyed the simple 
Scriptural principle of separa-
tion from disobedient brethren. 
 Whenever I sit at breakfast 
and see the picture of the 
Quaker on the box of cereal I 
think of Henry Parsons Cro-
well, the man who built the 
Quaker Oats Company. He was 
a godly Presbyterian layman 
and a great benefactor of 
Moody Bible Institute. He lived 
through the days of the battle 
for the faith in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. He left that body 
when the apostate Henry 
Sloane Coffin was elected Mod-
erator. His biographer, Richard 
Ellsworth Day, wrote the fol-

(Continued on page 10) 



get even and are even excused from sin.   
We are never right to react with a heart 
of anger, complaint, and rebellion just 
because we think we were wronged.  
Glory is not brought to the Lord with 
wrong reactions, and a bad reaction 
does not remedy the problem of a wrong 
situation.  However, in cases where 
truth is at stake, such as sins that are 
being covered or ignored, the servant of 
the Lord must stand up for the truth 
with a right heart. So when the believer 
goes through grief and wrongful suffer-
ing, the reaction should be unexpected 
submission: this is thankworthy.   

Servants should always have a 
good testimony.  Peter concludes his 
admonitions to servants with a question.  
For what glory is it, if, when ye be buf-
feted for your faults, ye shall take it pa-
tiently?  The word �glory� here is the 
word kleos in the Greek which means 
�report, rumor, testimony.�  Peter there-
fore is asking what kind of report it will 
be if you react wrongfully when you are 
done wrong.  There are basically two 
options:  Either the servant can react 
wrongfully and thereby suffer God�s 
consequence or the servant can do good 
in the situation and suffer the punish-
ment of the master. If the servant reacts 
in anger and resentment, he will suffer 
the consequence of God and the master, 
but if he reacts in patience and contin-
ues in submission, he may still suffer, 
but at least he will have God�s favor.  
What kind of testimony does it leave 
when one under authority has a bad atti-
tude and complains and accuses?  Re-
member, a wrong reaction is not ex-
cused, even by a wrong action of those 
over you.  

God help us all as Christian servants 
to submit where the Lord has put us.  
Even in bad situations, the servant must 
act according to God�s Word, for the tes-
timony of the Savior is at stake.  The 
major emphasis for relationships today 
is love, and while this is found in Scrip-
ture, submission is as well. Unfortu-
nately, submission is overlooked and 
love overemphasized.  May God give us 
the balanced view of the Scripture in all 
things.    Ω 

(Continued from page 6 - Biblical Submission) 
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lowing: 
�He realized that not only must 
Faith be careful to select work-
ers and leaders who are Bible 
believers; but these workers 
and leaders themselves must be 
intolerant of unbelievers in of-
fice!  If they were tolerant it 
could bring defeat just as effec-
tively as if they themselves 
were infidels. Therefore, FAITH 
MUST NOT SUPPORT MEN IN 
AUTHORITY WHO, THOUGH 
THEY ARE THEMSELVES BI-
BLE BELIEVERS, ARE TOLER-
ANT OF OTHERS IN POSI-
TIONS OF TRUST AND AU-
THORITY WHO DO NOT SO 
BELIEVE...Mr. Crowell saw 
that the battle against the 
Leaven of the Sadducees was 
being lost in Christendom to-
day by reason of � Tolerance 
toward believers who were tol-
erant toward unbelievers.� 1 

 Crowell died in 1944, four 
years before the term new evan-
gelical was coined. However, he 
perfectly described the new 
evangelical soft spot and saw 
that it was anathema to the 
preservation of the faith. Were 
he alive today we believe he 
would be grieved to see the in-
stitution to which he gave so 
much in the grasp of new evan-
gelicalism. He expressed the 
truth of our axiom that we must 
separate from disobedient 
brethren who continue in tol-
eration of unbelief. 

 
1 I am not sure if there should be some 
inner quotes in this quotation. I have 
reproduced the capital letters just as 
they are given in Day's biography. I 
could wish that every true believer in 
the Southern Baptist Convention would 
digest this quotation � with or without 
proper quotation marks. Ω 

(Continued from page 8 - Results) 

We are now, and have been face to 
face since those exchanges and have 
had no need to write, for we now 
dwell together, eat together, and rest 
together.  
 I think that this is the same 
thought that Paul expressed in I Cor. 
13:8-12, when he said: When that 
which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away.  
For now we see through a glass 
darkly but then face to face.  I 
know that this passage has normally 
been applied to the completion of the 
scriptures during Paul�s day, for he, 
too, saw through a glass darkly and 
the completion of the New Testament 
brought increased knowledge.  But I 
think it can even more aptly apply to 
our Bible knowledge today compared 
with that which we will know when 
we see Christ face to face.  
 God�s written Word is a love 
letter, a letter to be cherished and 
treasured, but when we go home to be 
with the loved One of that letter it 
will be far greater than anything that 
could be expressed in that letter.  We 

know much of Christ by knowing His 
written Word but as wonderful as His 
Word is, we still see though a glass 
darkly.  Many questions remain 
unanswered, but some day that dark 
glass will be crystal clear when we 
see him face to face. 
 I know not how God�s written 
Word will be used when Christ 
returns nor does anyone even know 
what language we will speak or write.  
I do know that none of the 
translations that we use today will be 
used then, for none is perfect.  Every 
thing will be new.  We learn from 
Ezekiel 36:26,27, that the saints will 
have perfect sinless bodies with 
God�s Word written in their hearts.  
A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will 
give you an heart of flesh. 27And I 
will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them. 
  Jesus Christ will be present on 
earth, to rule and to reign for a 
thousand years, and we shall be like 
Him.  Isaiah wrote of this coming age 
in chapter 13, verse 9 and said, The 
earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea. 
 Jesus Christ has been revealed to 
man in an ever increasing way.  The 
Old Testament came as holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.  The Old Testament 
came to us over centuries while the 
New Testament came to us in less 
than 100 years.  Since then we have 
not had additional revelation.  But we 
know as revelations were given by 
God, the glass became clearer and 
will be perfectly clear when we see 
Him face to face. I know that I am 
fully and clearly known and 
understood by God.  My knowledge 
of Him on this side of His coming is 
like seeing though a glass darkly, but 
when He comes I shall know Him 
even as I am known.                       Ω 

(Continued from page 4 - Eternal Word of God) 

 I would also like to suggest 
that parents look on-line at 
www.childrensbibleclub.org for 
the �60-Day Wonder Devotional 
Books� for Junior age children 
and up.  This series offers 13 
books with two months of daily 
devotionals including Scripture 
readings, explanations, questions 
to write-in answers, prayer 
suggestions, etc.  The important 
thing is to teach children to set 
aside time to spend meditating 
upon God�s Word.  Daily 
devotions do not automatically 
h a p p e n ;  t h e y  r e q u i r e 
commitment, diligence, self-
discipline, and determination � 
all of these are characteristics we 
desire to instill into our boys and 
girls.         Ω 

(Continued from page 7 - Teaching Tips) 
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Betsy stood facing the corral, 
flailing her arms, and shouting, 
�No! No! Hii! Hii!�  Screaming in 
terror at the top of her lungs, she 
tried with all her might to stop the 
wild stampede.  Her meager 
presence had no effect as the herd 
of spooked horses charged past 
her on both sides.  How easily she 
could have been trampled, but 
that didn�t seem important now!  
The horses were out!  The horses 
were out!  It was her fault!  The 
horses were out!   
 
The alarm of the child�s screams 
and the sound and vibrations of 
the thundering hooves brought 
Bets� sister as fast as she could 
run.  With no hired hands or other 
help nearby, it was up to the girls, 
and there was no time to waste!  
Like a flash, Kate, the older and 
perhaps more daring of the two, 
snatched Gypsy, their favorite 
saddle horse, out of the barn with 
only her bridle.  Taking no time to 
saddle up, she jumped straddle the 
horse bareback and fairly flew out 
to the open road trying to catch up 
to the runaways!  Gypsy was fast, 
but the other horses had such a 
great lead!  Could she ever catch 
them?  With pounding heart, Kate 
rode as hard as ever she had! 
What would, what could happen?   
 
Desperate, Bets watched in fear.  
She had no thought of catching 
another saddle horse to join the 
fray.  By that time, it would be 
too late!  Running to the road, she 
watched until Kate and Gypsy 

disappeared from view.  The 
danger of being trampled had 
passed but now a greater fear 
flooded her heart.  Where - how 
far would the horses go?  How 
did they get out?  Could Kate get 
them back?  What would Dad 
say?  Tears were absolutely 
useless, but they streaked down 
Bets� face.  �Being sorry� didn�t 
begin to tell how she felt.  �Being 
ashamed� only made it worse.  
Bets� heart pounded with fear and 
dread, but she turned to run back 
to the corral.  She would swing 
the gate wide open hoping the 
herd would return, but that hope 
was dim.  The horses had 
streamed out the gate to the open 
road and who knew where their 
inner demons would drive them?  
They broke out running west but 
later took a turn south.  Where 
would they stop?  When would 
they stop?  What if they got hurt � 
or hurt somebody? 
 
At the corral, she pulled the big 
gate open full width to give the 
horses as wide a space as 
possible.  If one took the tip, 
maybe the others would follow.  
That�s no doubt how the herd got 
out.  One found a slight slack in 
the gate latch, a little nudge 
against it, and in a flash the horses 
were �free!�  It was like 
screaming �Fire� in a burning 
building.  Everyone flees at once! 
 
Bets nervously paced up and 
down outside the corral.  Fear 
turned to anger.  �Crazy horses!� 

she muttered to herself.  �No, they 
couldn�t be satisfied with forty 
acres of good pasture and a cool 
wandering creek!  They couldn�t 
be satisfied with a big corral with 
a windmill and water tank!  No!  
The least little crack and they had 
to break out!  Run!  Run!  All 
they know is run!�               
 
Then a little gremlin seemed to sit 
on her shoulder whispering, 
�Yeah, Bets! That�s what horses 
do: Run!  Have you checked the 
gate latch?  Uh, I do believe you 
were the last person out of the 
corral.� 
�So what?  I shut the gate.� 
 
�Yeah, you shut the gate, but 
that�s all.  Did you check it?�  
The gremlin wouldn�t go away. 
 
That eternal question filled her 
head.  It came from Dad, Mother, 
teacher, and others: �Did you 
finish your work?�  �Did you 
finish the job?�  It came after 
washing the dishes: �Did you put 
the dishes away and wash the 
table?�  Sometimes Bets did and 
sometimes she didn�t, but Mother 
insisted the dishes weren�t done 
until every step was complete.   
 
After feeding the stock Dad 
asked, �Did you put the pitch fork 
and feed buckets away?  Finish 
your job!�        
 
Teacher sometimes returned 
papers to her.  �My dear, finish 

(Continued on page 12) 
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this paper.  See what you left out.  
I cannot accept incomplete work 
even if it seems good enough to 
you. �Good enough� won�t do.� 
 
That thought nagged Bets.  Dad 
also said, ��Good enough� will not 
do!  You must finish the job.  
�Finish� means �complete,� 
�nothing to be added.�  There are 
always consequences when you 
leave a job unfinished!  Suppose 
Mother made biscuits for dinner 
but stopped before they were 
baked and said, �I�m in a hurry.  
That�s good enough.�  What would 
happen if the engineers who built 
our river bridge stopped part way 
across, just quit and said, �That�s 
good enough� and someone drove 
over the edge?  Suppose you were 
to earn a dollar for picking a quart 
of blackberries, but you quit 
picking with only a pint and said, 

�That�s good enough.�  Would you 
collect your dollar?  Suppose the 
Apostle Paul had quit early and 
said, �Well, I�m tired, I�ve done 
enough.�  He never would have 
been able to say, �I have finished 
my course� (II Tim. 4:7).  Above all, 
suppose the Lord Jesus had 
stopped short in paying for our sin?  
Suppose after He suffered all the 
mocking, scourging, and agony on 
the cross, He had said, �I�ve 
suffered enough!  This is good 
enough,� and had come down from 
the cross.  Suppose He had not 
finished the work of giving His 
life, His blood, His all for our sin!  
Where would we be?  If His work 
had been incomplete, we would 
have to die for our sin!  But Jesus 
did pay for our sin, and when His 
work was done, He cried, �It is 
finished!� (John 19:30). His sacrifice 
was complete!  There was 
absolutely nothing to be added!�        

In the midst of such a serious 
thought, Bets was suddenly jarred 
to attention by the sound of 
returning horses.  The thrill of 
seeing them thunder through the 
gate and back to their own pasture 
brought tears again!  She could 
never be thankful enough for their 
safe return!  She could never thank 
Kate enough for her daring ride to 
recapture the fiery steeds!  
 
As Kate led Gypsy to water and let 
her cool down, Bets closed the 
corral gate.  This time she was 
taking no chances!  She secured 
the latch tightly and fastened the 
chain in place.  No nudge or push 
from a four-legged, magnificent 
wonder could open the gate this 
time!  She shut the gate!  She 
finished the job!  And she meant to 
remember that rule in everything 
from then on!         Ω 

(Continued from page 11 - Stars) 


