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A Stark Prediction

Matthew 24:37-39
by Pastor Tod Brainard

“As the days of Noe (Noah) were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man
be. For as in the days that there were
before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and knew not until the flood
came, and took them all away; so shall

also the coming of the Son of man be.”

Recently, I preached a message from
this passage to our local church. In my
study, I was reminded of a specific line
of prediction made by our Lord
concerning the end times. The careful
student of God’s Word should pay
attention to this line of prediction as it
is extremely important if we are going
to understand the times in which we
live.

What characterized the days of Noah?
Were they days of great awakening?
Were they days of great conviction of
sin? Nothing of the sort! They were
days of fearful apostasy: days when
men and women had turned away from
the revelation given after the Fall of
man in the Garden. They were also
days of commerce and achievement. In
the parallel passage of Luke 17 we are
told that “they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded” (Luke 17:28).
These were days when great works of

engineering were constructed, and all

prided themselves on their remarkable
intelligence. They were also days of
great moral and spiritual decline. No
moral barrier was left standing.

Genesis 6 gives us an overview of the
character and times right before the
judgment of the Flood. One of the great
takeaways from this chapter is that in
Noah’s day there was a complete
breaking down of divinely set barriers.
All through Scripture, God has been
calling His people to walk in holy

separation from the world that rejects
His testimony. Perusing Genesis 6, one
receives this Divine message, that in the
day of Noah, dividing lines between the

people of God and the enemies of God

were no longer recognized. Our Lord

commented on this understanding, “As
in the days of Noe were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.”

Noah’s Reality is Our Reality

After 2,000 years of Gospel preaching,
instead of the world being converted as
Dr. A.T. Pierson used to put it, “the
world has become a little churchy, but
the church has
worldly.” The lines clearly laid down in

become immensely
the Scripture have been deliberately
obliterated not only by the enemies of
the people of God but also by those
who profess to know God. We live in a

(Continued on page 6)
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AN UNFINISHED SERMON
Acts 24:25
by the late Dr. J. B. Williams

“And as he reasoned of
righteousness, self-control, and
judgment to come, Felix
trembled and answered, Go thy
way for this time; when I have a
convenient season, I will call for

»

you.

It is recorded three times
that Paul had an
interruption while he was
preaching.

1. Acts 20:9: Paul was preaching
very late at night, and a young
man fell asleep and fell out the
window and was killed. Paul
restored him to life again. It
interrupted the service.

(Continued on page 9)
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Early Colonial Christian Educator
(16D98B71)

yUEI T AA 11U CAJeMBEEUE {1 AEgQUAO ¢
Ui céegUUAge T UAGBEUOINAAT W UaehA QILEE E
gC géeuU ucCil AG TuCpWwhAiKgUi UFAEgEC éf
CE¢AAI xU: GUEyAyA@BUghEgEewUE‘E |
-éEi EgCeeUE 2€EQPECAXAE] AATCyygguyuUO yi B@UYy UAACEE
UAEUGJ -éEiEgiAAUOlh(DbAIgAg:(AE ELI?ngEeLAIJ;AEOlUOEEEgZAOU g
iyyi¢cEAgUO gC JUEGO AGDWAEA ' gC:WEBAA EQUGU ¢ i £OE ef
KA1 i Ag EéUAg =G+ EUMRAD 4B UBUOEU AU AU ERER g CE
gUAT e@EEVi MAE U T AU WEG Al ai Eé g éyA geU EG 1A EE TIBUEGN Eé h

JUEiTA 1Ul AhEBC @_@AggééCAEUAgEAngFgLe@‘J @ 'Ay UE :
EUGIi¢i ChE @®EUUOCGAgERGC] CG 1¢e UIfEAU 1 @4kl O®WEAY AAg C

geu UAACAIi gUE uAlAEIAAAEJU|sAAAE|UAAI§dﬁhO;L@gg Eg GIAWEG egUERD |
egUE éiE AEEI 1 §C A ADeiMAGUAG®EBRIEgEEhBE BHARRNUE:

é U JUAJg gC zEi eédi~ ¢geBA gebd EUpHe HREE WY EIII
_CAg¢cCYyUEJ -ChAYPGCEgQBAAAGUAI EBOgyalegAAT &gB:a Ut egle
GUEY AA EUgguUYyBRECU ARGEhg+-i eeAE+UGCECT AE@LAITILE
gluUAgJ yi GUENAE &K@y ®EUU. gegeghbe gi BA Al CEYA
GUEYy AAgCIA: ¢te UEUCHRY ééﬁJéU@C ¢d Ag EZA MWE A ¢JE h|(AO
A _UAACAi gU Elellwr: BOWYEWEC§FU @UEBgU DOCRAGOO]T ai /
gAhcég @CE gUAyCJALUJAJEEgCIEJHEGIEUOIUfB&;EAJIJngeAU P EED
gA+i Ag hé eaAEyiCes: UOhITAQGY A ¢eHJeeW i 8 CCROEHIEG| CAE
i Chgceg CAU eﬁAG)L‘eEﬂ(ﬂ()EDEUEZGIA— d WAT &UBD O TgGyhegu i AID
zAuaeCEO ¢CUAEéileei MAO Eg@lEL[UO IhUAOL(DEFJE\gAJ,QO| As geA
JUAEE UAgUE DWAONT AgATGA B o1 Ah&Rl ud Ee 6@ ©BBBi Ag
gUAT éi Ag" gei ET Qhiaydy AGgy Ag#CEOCeUg: éhUEgi CAE 1J
ET eCCUE EiyhagAAUBRERRCI AGKUU gLUANGEWE RET %y AARE
Eeui g-OAJ Eg QAT ¢ UNce e BBEU« UO G UAEMANQA ¢ xieliEE e OU KC
i AgC ¢géEUU OAJH hAg OICAY FElee CICGALAR GIUET e §A gBAEE| AC
AAO géEUU Ag @G&WBA CgepUEUGIJAA MAghiyth a AgiAg s UA
AEEAAcUYy UAg geA—gACl]JAlEJgQLq,CDJ ﬁA:@l’i A WARAIAN G ggeeAly  UiA/ c
¢i E OUAge i A 1'A0Ci gWCAAGIEC BEWYWAFENE y UARTEG h@e
®&ChE Ehyy UEE FWAIOE iAk¢ IEA gi At UgcAARI AgEi gggUgi EI
GUEYyAAgCUA i A éeUAT AEWOg AIChg grU A Taaui AU;OhlA@AG: E"
yuOUUgi AceChEU: MAADAEy GQERANERS g &EAQicETAIGE Ui EBz=U AR g
86U UijTUGGUOCERA EAEAEAG CRAO UyLCyl CAAé e BIUBG g & [Cee
-2/ 6ET &g UA 1 00hJAAMOAGYAAAUEE: Keh A @hdgg CHC AAO
yAARETI Ei egE Cea lthDiEllAglldEgeUgllﬂlﬁg:HEUUEeIUellguO CiIC @&y A
IUAhglaehuuj O E AIIJAG hi UAE ICCaaCE;eUKAl@GEUCéghElu,éE KA [

hEUO geUy gc’ OUEEEJBngEEgJ@UAIG:,guLgIE:AuhuEu.é)ngeBUEUA(A/E
Ce éiE EI éCCue@hAIBU AEAOg E(;AAElJU e d Al (Ere&AJqug)EU/ggaA
geuy AE c¢i &®gE ¢ UEUEIIEg/fy(QZlAAgEA -CegleL]JﬂEEldAzu’CéAmu

-CucCAi Aa UOhI BCEBUE Al hggg U gC 1 CA Qg E Gdiuinued & phgeb)

e
(w24



https://www.encyclopedia.com/places/germany-scandinavia-and-central-europe/german-political-geography/germany

Page 4

SUMMER 2018

0 Ways to Identify the
FOUNDER S Humanistic Classroom
]FO]RUM by the Founding Editor

Dr. Dayton Hobbs

A A XK X X XK X X X X X X X X X X X X X XX XXX XXX E XXX X E XXX X XXX EXEIREIEEXEZXEIEEXEXEE XXX XE 3]

X X X I I I I I rr I rrrr I rr r rrrrrrrIrIrIrIrrIrIrrIrIrrIrrrrrIrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrxrrxrrxrxyx

Continued from Last Issue: ¢tKS ARSI KSNFB ArAS I if kil Kidp el2ldy’ RG5 NI
- O0SLIi GSySia &3SREZNIF R |2thS)y
5. The constant questioning of 0& 2 (0 KSNB&RZXZ 0 dzi Lec&)di\ (yadzaAia RIA BONEISR,
old or established values. NHzG K F2NJ 82 dNEBESRNDA & KB (IrSA KESI‘N]
0S02YSa GKS T @kf)NlBHJLdZQ\INF\)KS’ )\"mat
| AZG02NE YR (KSINRIOSH aENR DRY ¢ yBSIORA T WKS Cdjidkii C
INY RSRZ yR | dSRS®RyaE tNBGAKBzIO0AyOt dzaAz2zyd RSaHYNBR
(KS a@aRSHEara o2 GKS @S50tA I NI & Bodztantlij chandingideas and {
dzS 2NJ AYLRZNIFYOS 2F 0StASTa K méthods.
08 LI NBydGa 2N LISNRILI GA &2 Tt GNGSS NH agike®2 LJX | @ SR |
(Editor’s note: We are seeingthis A YLIR2 NI I yi NR{S aKSKNBEEAWEI IR2OYY
on an unprecedented scaleinour T 2 dzy Rl 2 2 Y& R&EY IVBREAR S NIdz & 2 MIK A
time. Secular educators, social- S RdzOl o 2 yoi=f fa | A RELIZ2EGNRG Kiaz2 R2 |
ists, leftists, and liberals all seek G Kl & @2dz Yl & f SOINJY AY dzKS DK AR
to remove the memory of the O2 JSNBR o0& e2d2NABEOFaPAYE UISA
past by verbally destroying and | £ 2y S> (NHzi K Aad S RESHOKINIR Yy 3
vilifying the people, the philoso- SN& | t {a 2y ®SWOK RWI =
phies, and beliefs that led tothe MYy y HY HH 0 ® ¢ NUHIKANS |5 GAFTGSS REK A &
creation of this country. They a K2 dzZf R 3I2@0SNY UGKR shkKiEE 1A2R S
especially hate the Biblical con- INB | (i ¢ 2 NJ 2T LWNEB LIS BT ©KEBB R ap
cepts followed by the founders, 3 dzA RS (G KS OKAf RI SAHYOKIEMNA | REa © 2 W KNK
and so they seek to create a so- 2 ¥ @ dNidzl K0 © LI a8y RE O3 V Az A 'N; as

[N

>

<

cial justice narrative of historyso 0 f S dzy o f & 260zNMERKKISA T ONBIKd BS T K y i f
as to deny and reject past values A a4 -RASESINY A Y SR - IRKNRMHAIKG SRSt &# S| PJK SN
and create a new foundation for RA 3 O2 OSNE CAINERAEKY SAVRNRPIAYY 2D §IS

a utopian/government state. SNNRB Yy S2dza | yR- ZNRRNM iz OKF Sy 3
This of course denies to the citi- RS & (i NUzOa 2 y ® 0KSANI &l dzRSEBE] 6| ¢
zen of the state freedom of con- ARSyYyoaFTeAy3a | a fKdzy

science, self-governance, and 7. Weak emphasis on academics NB 2Y | NBE Ay idSyRSR

self-sufficiency. The whole idea or the Three RQ. 0Z2FNR 02 | aaaA A
of utopian existence apart from Of FaaNR2Y | yR@P NI
God is impossible and treacher- ¢ KS 2f R YSUIK2RAYSFKRRAf i2 YaSYP NAT
ous. Secular education has al- T | a2y S NBOAGI 2 2IEA (LEKRYOMSTA K2Hy R K
ways existed to destroy Biblical ¢ NA ay 3> |yR 2NIdiSONKSIRRAKSY®NBY S
education and to promote alter- R2 ¢y ANl RSRZ y 3 & AgiNA@KYGE SX FFrr 2
natives to God and His Word!) Y2 NBR® I IANBlFGaRS i 22 NBONS 64 Ji KIS
Sy Ay FFTNBFa APSAIRAQALIKE AT RSB
6. Discovering truth foryourself. 09 RA G 2N) a2 O0Al fAy2dzZKNAS s DXy SR HID B &

S2YYdzyAde NBflo2yaKALAS | yRJ
M

X X X I I rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrxrx




SUMMER 2018

by Ludwig Opager

Page 5

Proverb Practicals

Proverbs 25:2, It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search

out a matter.

0/ oV NV NV VN NN NV VN VN N VN NV N NN N N N N N N N N VN N N N N N Y N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN N NN N NN NN NN SO

The words glory and honor are
from the same Hebrew word, and
the words thing and matter are from
the same Hebrew word.  This
proverb can be stated in this way: It
is the glory of God to conceal a
matter: but the glory of kings is
to search out a matter. Put in this
fashion it is easier to compare the
two parts since there are less
variations of words to consider.

We are herein given a direct
comparison of a characteristic of
God and of the kings of the earth.
The glory of each comes from
opposing interests—God conceals;
kings search out. Since God is all-
knowing, He has no need to search
ut a matter. It is His glory that He
eeds no counselor or teacher. All
owledge, except that which He
ecifically reveals to His creatures,
concealed by Him. He chooses
hat to reveal and what to conceal.
at He conceals, man has
solutely no ability to discover.
e thought differently as she ate
the fruit of the tree of the
owledge of good and evil. God
intended concealment, but she
sought revelation, and, through
Adam® fall, sin entered the world.
Man is only to know that which
God allows him to know. We are to
prefer the tree of life to the tree of
knowledge.

Job knew this, for he wrote Job
11:7-10, Canst thou by searching
find out God? canst thou find out
the Almighty unto perfection? It
is as high as heaven; what canst
thou do? deeper than hell; what
canst thou know? The measure
thereof is longer than the earth,
and broader than the sea. If he
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cut off, and shut up, or gather
together, then who can hinder
him?

God alone decides what He
reveals. What glory would belong
to a God if all His ways and works
were known by those He has
created? His wisdom would not be
divine if we could understand all
His ways. What He has revealed
only shows the vastness and the
depths of what He has concealed.
He allows us only a glimpse of His
greatness; the rest He conceals.

We gaze into the heavens only
to be astonished at the infinite
depth that we cannot see, the end
that is concealed. We look at the
small things and cannot find the
beginnings. The concealed things
of His creation declare His eternity.
They show His glory; they show
His splendor. The concealed things
demand worship of God by His
creation. The heavens declare His
glory. Not only the tiny bit of the
heavens are revealed to us, but also
the vast heavens are concealed from
us: the black holes, the supernovas,
the unknown galaxies, the comets
with tails of a million miles. These
never are allowed in our sight.

Read Job 26:14—Lo, these are
parts of his ways: but how little a
portion is heard of him? but the
thunder of his power who can
understand?

We study the Scripture to get
the sense of a passage. Our faith
may be rewarded with a small
understanding. But we soon realize
that there is so much we do not
understand, so much that is
concealed from us until our heart is
right for further understanding, for

O o o oA o o oA A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A IS A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A I A A A A A A A A A A A A IS IS A A I A A A A SIS AAAAAAAAA L

further light. fiThe secret of the
Lord is with them that fear
himo (Psalm 25:14).

Romans 11:33 speaks of this—
O the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of
God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past
finding out!

God clothes Himself in mystery
so that His children should live by
faith. He tells us that it is
impossible to please Him without
faith. He makes faith possible not
only by what He conceals but by
what He reveals. In each
dispensation, He opens the curtam
of heaven to those He saves, and
He dispels mysteries to those who
have ears to hear. Jesus reveals the
Father only to His own. To the rest,
the mystery remains. To the rest,
the concealment remains.

The kings of the earth, though
great among  humanity, are
infinitely inferior to God. It is their
glory or honor to search out a
matter. As kings, they are to be
diligent to search out everything a
king ought to know. They must
seek the best counsel and find the
wisest men to inform them of the
best ways to govern. They must
search out the most efficient way to
satisfy the needs of their people and
in so doing encourage honesty,
fairness, and peace. They must
search for the facts to discern what
is the right thing to do. It is fithe
glory of kings to search out a
matter.0 0t is the glory of God to
conceal a thing.0
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(Continued from page 1—A Stark Prediction)

day where the leaders of religious
thought talk about the
fatherhood of God and the universal

brotherhood of man which leave no

universal

room for the necessity of regeneration.
Satan hates to see believers walking
separately before the world. He does
everything he can do to break down all
the barriers and to erase the lines of
separation to utterly destroy the

church’s testimony.

In the days of Noah, there was a great
coming together of people who should
have never been together at all. Noah
was a righteous man, and we are told he
There
were no mixed marriages (saved with

was perfect in his generation.

unsaved) in his family. His family
walked in separation to God, and God
came to him and told him to build an
ark to the saving of his house because
God was sick of the wickedness of man
and would judge with a flood (Genesis
6:14). When the flood came, Noah had
a safe refuge.

The Stark Prediction has come true!

The days of Noah were days of
corruption and an amalgamation of
evil. By way of application, look at our
own nation. America has changed
The

highest ideals of people living in 1918

greatly in the past 100 years.

are in stark contrast to the ideals of the
present. Now, it was bad in 1918, but it
is even worse today. We have sunk as a
nation into confusion, violence, and
corruption. We have lived to see the
laws of our country shamelessly broken
on every handU corruption and violence
all about us. Watch the news, and you
don’t have any idea whether you are
seeing what is reality or something
made up to fit an agenda. Lawlessness
and immorality such as you would

never have dreamed play out every day.

Look to any country in the world, and

you find loose morality, corrupt

concepts of marriage, and all kinds of
Satanic lawlessness. The days of Noah

are here, my friends!

God said, “My spirit shall not always
strive with man, for that he also is flesh:
yet his days shall be an hundred and
twenty years” (Genesis 6:3). What do
these words mean? They mean that
God by His Holy Spirit had sought to
bring certain influences to bear upon

the hearts of men. But we read the
following in the book of Job: “Hast thou
marked the old way which wicked men

have trodden? Which were cut down out
of time, whose foundation was overflown
with a flood: which said unto God,
Depart from us: and what can the
Almighty do for them?” (Job 22:15U7).
Eliphaz tells us how wicked men and

women acted before the Flood, and it is

the way they are acting now.

I grow weary of preachers who refuse
to recognize the apostasy of the hour.
So many reason that the apostasy is yet
in the future. Really? Look at Matthew
24:3889: “As in the days that were
before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and knew not until the flood

came, and took them all away; so shall

also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Gross, willful ignorance of what was
reality!

If ever there was a time when men and
women ought to be serious, this is the
day! Yet people are running after the
culture, the world, the entertainment,
You find
people all over the world turning away

and the pleasures of life.

from the things of God and turning to

fables (fake news) or devoting

themselves to pleasure in its most
extravagant formsUanything to give
them a sensation, a

new new

amusement!

Have you ever thought about the word
“amusement”? To “muse” means “to
think upon.” But in “amuse,” the “a” is
a negative, so “amuse” means “to not
think, to not know because of lack of
We are told that the
people “knew not” the judgment of the

forethought.”

Lord until it happened. In other words,
they lived in a state of denial; they were
not thinking that consequences would
come to them for their God-rejection. If
men and women would just think about
this, there is some measure of hope for
their salvation. When the prodigal son
came to himself, he said, “How many
hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with
hunger!” (Luke 15:17).
was “thinking” of his true state and the

The prodigal

possible solution to his problem. He
faced reality for the first time in his life.
He returned to his father!

The day of grace is hastening to its end.
Consider Noah preparing the ark.
When the last day to the last minute
came, he had to turn away, leaving all
the people outside the ark. God shut the
door with Noah and his family, eight
total, safely in the ark. Don’t ever
forget that the hand that shut the door
to secure Noah and his family within
the ark was the very same hand that
shut out the people of Noah’s day. It
was too late for the ignorant, the willful,
and the rejector!

The door is presently open. Will you go
to Christ? Or will you die in your sin?

Y
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Teaching Tips by Doris P
Bible Time

While I was attending a Christian college, I had the opportunity to teach in the faculty childrenG
Sunday school class. The director of the campus Sunday School supervised all of the student teachers
and met with us each week to discuss upcoming lessons. One take away for me was that students needed
ONE very important concept taught simply and consistently before any other lessons could be fully
understood. Because before anyone can fully appreciate the Scriptures, that ONE concept necessary for
them was to learn about God and His attributes. This is the beginning of the fimilkO spoken about in
Scripture. As students will eventually mature and come to understand themselves as being an individual,
other Biblical concepts can be built upon that foundation. Children need to start at the beginning and
they must Learn to Fear God. Proverbs 1:7 states, fiThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge,0 and Psalm 111:10 states fiThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.0 Therefore, if
we are to teach young people Biblical truths, they must first be taught about God.

A few of the attributes of God that children need to learn are that God is Love, the Creator of
heaven and earth, Almighty, All-Wise, True, Merciful, Full of Compassion, Holy and Just, God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, etc. Teachers can study and prepare for their Bible time by
pointing out and emphasizing the character traits of God found in them. Teaching creation is probably
the first attribute of God that is taught because God is the Creator. When you get to the stories about the
Patriarchs, always find God attributes and His hand directing the lives and events recorded in Scripture.
Make God the fcentral character0 of each story and give Him the glory and give Him the praise due to
Him.

P

When children learn about God, they are more apt to seek a greater understanding of how they
fifall short of the glory of God.0 This in turn will help them come to understand their need of salvation.
The Fear of God is at the core of everyone® salvation experience. We must pray for our students and
prepare our Bible Time lessons to bring even the youngest of students to appreciate God and His mighty
works. Today most of our children® little world is centered on themselves, and they do not know about
God until they are taught. Psalm 8:4 says, iWhat is man, that thou art mindful of him?0 Because
Humanism is the religion in this culture and pulls children away from God by teaching them to think
only about themselves, it is vital that we teach our students about God. In order to combat this pervasive
culture, Christian parents and Christian school teachers must teach our students to know and love God
and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Other lessons and Bible principles can be added to benefit our students once they understand that
firm foundation to wisdom and knowledge. We can utilize many great hymns that point to God and His
majesty. Consider the words to the hymn, How Fi rm A Foundati on.

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said—
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

fiFear not, I am with thee—O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
141 strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by my gracious, omnipotent hand.0
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(Continued from page 1—An Unfinished Sermon)
2. Acts 20:32: At Mars Hill when
he touched on the resurrection
that was coming, the Greek
leaders did not want to hear
anymore because it was
contrary to their pagan belief.
They interrupted the service to
declare their discontent.

3. Acts 24:25: Felix stopped the
Apostle Paul before the sermon
was finished.

Felix was a black sheep. He had
been born into slavery and
gained his freedom. By
whatever means available, he
worked himself into political
power. His wife Drusilla was
Jewish; therefore, he knew
something of the Jewish
religion.

Why did Felix want to hear
Paul® message initially?

Several reasons could
be given:

1. Maybe he was curious as to
the full meaning of Christianity.
The day before, he had heard
Paul speak and could have been
drawn to hear more.

2. Maybe he was a bored,
restless soul. Life had lost some
of its meaning to him. The
name Felixd6 means Gazy,
unclear.6 Events and
circumstances may have caused
him to be disgusted with life.

3. For sure it was for material
gain. Verse 26 says that he had
hoped to get money from Paul.

A bribe from Paul to purchase
his  freedom  would be
acceptable to the Romans.

4. We could hope that Felix
truly had a hungry heart.
Perhaps he wanted what Paul
had, but this can be ruled out
since he stopped short of
receiving the truth. The
message was convicting and
specifically calling him to make
a decision that would affect his

life.
Look at PaulG Message

Paul@ message was a clear
presentation of the Gospel,
designed to show Felix his
spiritual condition as God saw
him. All Gospel presentations
should be so designed. In John
16, the Lord gave part of the
ministry of the Holy Spirit with
man when the Gospel is
presented: (1) The Spirit
would reprove the world of
sin [convict them of their guilt]
(v. 8); (2) The Spirit would
convict the world of
righteousness [the lack of that
which God requires] (vs. 8). To
live with God in eternity
requires a perfect
righteousness. The @ood newso
is that God supplies this
requirement by imparting the
righteousness of Jesus Christ to
all those who believe on Him
(IT Cor. 5:21). Since Christ is the
righteousness of God, and He
left earth for heaven, it is
necessary to receive Him by
faith, since He is at the throne
of God, the Father (I John 2:).

(3) The Holy Spirit convicts
of judgment. Satan, the
instigator of sin, is defeated,
and his sentence will be carried
out at the end of the millennial
reign (Rev. 20:10). The unsaved
sinners will likewise share the
Lake of Fire with Satan forever.
Felix was accountable to God,
and he realized it but offered
the phony excuse that he would
consider it later.

The Effects of Paul®
Unfinished Sermon

One would have expected that
Felix would have laughed at
him, but he did not. Felix did
two things: (1) He Trembled—
Greek: ° € (i ¢ b ég@mbling,
terrified6—Felix was completely
shaken to his core. Bible
preaching is designed to Ghake
upO the sinner about his lost
condition so that he will seek
the Lord while He may be
found. Acts 10:43, “To him give
all the prophets witness, that
through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive
remission of sins.” Felix knew
that Paul was right in his
message. (2) Felix Stopped the
Preacher—Had  Felix not
stopped him, Paul would have
finished the Gospel message by
telling him about Christ. Christ
could have met all his needs
completely. Felix made a very
serious mistake. He delayed; he
put off, he would attend to the
matter later. As far as we know,
he never came to faith in
Christ.

(Continued on page 10)
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Stars
of the Morning

* No one could ever be happier with a puppy than Brad
* was with this cute little ball of fur and wiggles! It
X looked like a rag and was always wiggling, and thus
X he was named Raggles! As he grew, it seemed he
X was never still. He would race around the yard with
X Brad, jump into his lap if he sat down a minute, lick
X his face until Brad giggled with delight, or tug at his
*pants leg to make him get up and play. The two
X became inseparable—almost.

22 00 2 0 0 2 0 s
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*x There was just one problem. Raggles had a
* wandering spirit. He loved to explore the other side
 of the fence, the other side of the gate, down the
% stairs, or in the garage. Wherever he wasn& was
* where he wanted to be!  His curious little mind took
X him anywhere and everywhere, right or wrong. Brad
X would stand a board in the ground and fill in dirt
Xaround it to close a hole under the fence where
X Raggles dug out, but he soon would find another
X place to dig and squirm out again. It was nothing to
z brag about, but Raggles became quite an escape artist.

*
% If things got very quiet, Brad knew Mr. Raggles was
% gone. He would walk the street clapping his hands,
% calling and whistling for his dog. Sometimes Raggles
* would come running, but sometimes he was nowhere
* to be found until he finally came home panting and
* hassling, triumphant in his adventures and
x expeditions.

256522

X fiRaggles,0 Brad warned, fsomeday you are going to
X get in trouble wandering away from home. There are
X dangers out there you know nothing about. You think
X you can roam anywhere you want, but you may stray
z into big trouble someday!0

*
% Raggles just wagged his tail as if to say, lAw, don&
* worry about me, Pal. I@n just having a good time.
% 1d1 be okay.0

%%

* They went to the store together, played in the woods,
% and waded in the creck. Sometimes Raggles wandered
% off alone, but he would come back home, at least by
% suppertime.

*
X Then one evening Raggles didn@ come home. Brad
X waited, filled the doggy dish for supper, and waited
X again. Outside he called, fiRaggles! Where are you,
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LITTLE LOST DOG
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boy? Come on! It& time for supper!0 Brad walked *
the road, looking far and wide. He called and ¥
whistled, but no Raggles showed! Even darkness *
didn@ bring him in. Brad® parents reassured him that %
the pup would be all right. He would come home, or ¥
they would find him in the morning. L

Brad could hardly sleep for worrying about his dog.
Where could he be? Why did he go off so far? He i
had to be hungry; he might be hurt. What if he got *
hit? What if someone stole him? What ifé & Oh, %
Brad couldn@& bear to think of it all! He pulled the
covers up over his head as if to hide from his fears.

2622426252 X **

At dawn, Brad was out again looking and calling, but *
no Raggles! Mother and Dad helped search for a ¥
while, but they had to work. They couldn@ spend the ¥
day looking for a self-willed, disobedient dog that %
wouldn@& come when he was called.

Brad put signs on posts and fences: AiLOST DOG.
REWARD. Call Brad.0 Brad would give all the
money in his piggy bank! He had to find Raggles!

The next day came and went! AOh, please, Raggles,
come home! Where are you?0 Brad muttered.
Wherever he was, he was hungry! He needed food
and water! He was away from the safety, protection,
and provision of home, away from the love of home,
away from the fun and company of home. It was ¥
terrible to be lost! fiOh, poor Raggles!0 Brad swiped }
away his tears on his sleeve. Oh, he had to find ¥
Raggles!

224242 254 2 24 242 224 2 5 24 2 54 24 2 2
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On the third day, Brad had looked everywhere and
had asked everyone he could about his dog.

26262424 254 24 2 5 2 2 2 ¢

No answer came. Brad was sick with worry. It *
seemed all hope was gone. Then he heard a weak:
yipe. There it was again. He looked up the driveway, x
and what did he see but a bedraggled, tattered, and *
very sad looking little dog. AOh, Raggles! Where *
have you been? You did come home! Oh, Raggles, T ¥
love you!0 And Brad hugged the dog hard enough to ¥
squash him until all of a sudden he turned him loose! ¥
fOh, Raggles! You didn@!0 It was plain to see what ¥

had happened! It was clear to tell where he had been! %

(Continued on page 12) :
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: (Continued from page 11—Stars of the Morning)

*

%In Ragglesd happy wanderings in the woods, a
X handsome black and white striped skunk had crossed
X his path. Raggles did what dogs do and struck out to
X chase him down. Mr. Skunk naturally tried to get
X away and ran into a hollow log with Raggles in hot
X pursuit behind him. In self-defense, the skunk gave
iRaggles a big spray of his fiperfumeO and ran on
x X through the old log. Raggles was not so lucky. The
x X awful spray burned his eyes, got all over him, and
* % smelled awful, but he couldn@ get through the log!
* He was stuck! For two days he scratched, thrashed,
*and fought to free himself. He was scared and
:hungry' Was he going to die there? At last, he
* dragged himself out. With his fur torn by splinters
% and wood scrapings, desperately hungry, frightened,
* and miserable, he made his way home. He dropped at
* BradG feet, totally exhausted, but when Brad spoke
X kindly to him, the wayward pup knew it was okay to
X come home, and his droopy tail began to wag with
X joy. First, he got an extra good scrub bath, a good
X supper, and then playtime with fiis Brad.0 Oh, it was
X terrible to be lost, and it was wonderful to be home!

*

*

X How like that little dog we are. Boys and girls are
%lost in sin. Sin is anything we do or think that does

*
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not please God. Being /ost in sin means that although z
God made and loves us, we are born sinners, and self- x
will (wanting our own way) and pride have cut us off X
from the Heavenly Father—away from His love, care ¥
and protection, away from His comfort, provision, and %
friendship. As the skunk crossed Raggles0 path and %
led him into a dangerous, desperate trap, Satan puts X
temptations in front of children to draw us into sin. ¥
We follow the devilG way instead of GodG way, and ¥
the taint and marks of the world get on us. In fact, we i
move on flour own wayoO to hell, away from God into *
the fire that never dies! How awful it would be to *
drift through life thinking everything is okay, but in ¥
truth, be cut off from God, who alone can save us. ¥
God wants us to know that because He gave His only %
begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to die on the *
cross of Calvary to pay for our sin, any boy or girl can x
now be saved if they will confess thelr sin (I John 1:9) *
and believe on Jesus Christ (John 3:15). They can be ¥
forgiven, be free from fear of death and hell, and have %
joy in living for Jesus! Then some day they can go to ¥
Heaven to be with the Lord Jesus and God the Father %

forever!  Don@ run away from Christ! fiFor%
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall X
be savedO (Romans 10:13). Y ,"{
X
*
*
*
*
*



