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“I mean, brethren, the appointed
time has been winding up and it
has grown very short. From now
on, let even those who have wives
be as if they had none, And those
who weep and mourn as though
they were not weeping and
mourning, and those who rejoice
as though they were not rejoicing,
and those who buy as though they
did not possess anything, And

those who deal with this world-
over-using the enjoyments of this

life-let them live as though they
were not absorbed by it, and as if
they had no dealings with it. For
the outward form of this world -

the present world order -
is passing away.”
I Corinthians 7:29-31
(Amplified Bible 1964)

Paul the Apostle conceived time as
part of eternity. God gave it to man
as a solemn stewardship. Since
God 1s above and beyond time,
time has reference only to man.
God is omniscient. To man, time
means the past, the present, and
the future of his life and
opportunities while he lives in the
body. The Apostle warns believers
that our lives here upon the earth
will be reviewed and judged in the
final day as our supreme

opportunity for good or bad (see 11
Corinthians 5:10).

The words of our text assume this
importance and a challenge is
issued that demands our careful
examination and faithful
application. The challenges of this
passage take place in the context
of teaching concerning marriage
and those who were unmarried
relating to service for Christ. Paul
is emphasizing that because time is
short we should subordinate even
those legitimate relationships in
life (marriage, giving in marriage)
in order to serve the Lord.

Christ's coming is near, and
although husbands and wives
should perform their mutual duties
faithfully, they should seek to put
Christ first in all of their lives. Dr.
H. A. Tronside expressed it this
way in his devotional commentary
on I Corinthians: “Everyone is to
act in view of the fact that the time
is indeed fleeting, the Lord's return
is nearing, and no consideration of
personal comfort is to be allowed
to hinder devotion to the will of
God.”'  W.E. Vine in his
commentary on [ Corinthians
stated, “The meaning is not, of

(Continued on page 3)

Some time ago we had an active
discussion about what is happening
in our world. It centered on God’s
involvement in weather and the
freefall of society in general. God
does use weather events to accom-
plish His purposes and to judge
humans for their evil actions. Bible
prophets were not popular in most
cases because they told the truth.
Their message was not popular or
welcome. Even Dbelievers did not
want to hear truth if they deemed it
negative.

Like it or not, God has begun to
judge this world. He is doing this
by using serious weather events, as
He did in the past. His purpose is
to bring judgment on those who
violate His person and holiness.
God is using government leaders to

(Continued on page 9)
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“But sanctify the LORD God in your hearts: and be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a
good conscience that, whereas they speak evil of you as of evil-
doers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good con-
versation in Christ” (I Peter 3:15-16).

It is fair to say that there are few people who are engaged in the
indepth reading and study of their Bibles; therefore, the result is
little understanding of the doctrines and principles of the Scrip-
tures. Everyone has an opinion about what the Bible says, but
few people actually know their Bibles well enough to even dis-
tinguish basic differences between truth and error. Knowledge
of the Scriptures is anecdotal, not fundamental to the profess-
ing believer. Having a good conscience trained by the Word of
God to discern right and wrong has been replaced with a cultur-
ally-sensitive conscience that thinks right and wrong are deter-
mined by popular opinion.

A parrot in a pet shop can be taught to quote Bible verses or
portions of a pocket dictionary of theological terms if you give
him a treat as a reward. It seems today that all we want in mod-
ern Christianity is for people to say Biblical things even though
they may not understand or agree with them. If all we want is
to have someone feed some minimalist truth into us without
knowing or understanding why it is like it is, then we are simp-
ly parrots mimicing what we have heard.

Christians ought to know and understand God's reasoning and

philosophy behind His revelation for His people. I am con-

cerned about the mentality that as long as church goers parrot
accepted religious truths about God that somehow everything is
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fine. Some pastors think it is “spiritual” just to accept all of
the dogmas of Christianity without any real thought or com-
prehension. “The Bible says it, I believe it, that settles it” is
the deceptive mantra of some. But in reality, there is little
comprehension of what the Bible actually says and its au-

thoritative claims upon our lives.

Sadly, the acceptance of error and calling it truth is a way
of life. In Exodus 32:1-6, the people of Israel and Aaron,
the High Priest, identified the pagan golden calf as a repre-
sentation of Jehovah, who brought them up out of Egypt
(vs. 1, 4). Their idolatry was unique in that they called their
worship of idols, the worship of Jehovah God. The Israel-
ites accepted Egypt's pagan religious symbols as their own
and attached them to their concept of Jehovah God. This
brand of syncretism is part and parcel of New Calvinism.
The blending of accepted cultural concepts and norms with
Biblical ideas has always been the focus of Satan. This is
how truth is eroded. New Calvinism is the latest brand of
syncretism. It is a blended movement for the most part of
social consciousness with “a doctrinal minimalism in the

name of cooperation.”!

One must admit that it is somewhat difficult to define all
that New Calvinism stands for due to its wide divergance of
teaching. New Calvinism is characterized mostly by intel-
lectual proponents. (See Dr. Robert Congdon's booklets,
How New Calvinism Serves Satan's Purposes and New Cal-
vinism's Upside Down Gospel available for purchase at
www.congdonministries.org) These figureheads, or person-
alities (John Piper, C.J. Mahaney, Mark Dever, Al Mohler,
Mark Driscoll, Ligon Duncan, Tim Keller, Tim Challies,
Francis Chan, John MacArthur, R.C. Sproul, Rick Warren,
Matt Chandler, James MacDonald, Wayne Grudem, Justin
Taylor, Ray Pennings) have considerable influence due to
the fact that they parrot basic minimalist theological presup-

(Continued on page 8)
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course, that a married man is to
refrain from behaving as a
husband should, but that his
relationship to his wife should be
entirely subservient to his higher
relationship with the LORD...who
is to have the first place in the
heart; he is not to permit a natural
relation to obstruct his obedience
to Christ.”

There are five comprehensive life
experiences highlighted by our
passage: marrying, sorrowing,
rejoicing, buying, and using this
world. These experiences can, if
not carefully kept in Biblical -
balance, become a snare in our
efforts to  maximize time
redemptively. These are not bad
experiences or endeavors in and of
themselves, but if allowed to
become unhealthy, rob us of the
very best.

Partnership
This verse (v. 29) does not
contradict the  sanctity or

desirability of marriage (Hebrews
13:4). Doubtless, Paul has in mind
the fact that marriage tends to
isolate our friendships. The
purpose of a redeemed life is to
“attend upon the Lord without
distraction” (v. 35). When any
form of friendship emphasizes
marriage partners pleasing each
other at the expense of both
pleasing and serving the LORD,
then time has not been maximized.

Pressure

This verse (v. 30a) is not saying
we must be indifferent or
insensitive to human suffering and
sorrow (Romans 12:15). We are
warned, however, against the
pessimism of a sorrow and despair
that may paralyze service for God.

We have all heard it said, even if
we have not uttered it ourselves,
“I shall never get over this. I have
lost all purpose for living.” Such
sorrow and pessimism, even in
times of apostasy is unhealthy and
ungodly. We are as optimistic as
God is about the future. It was Dr.
William Osler who warned, “The
load of tomorrow added to that of
vesterday, carried today, makes
the strongest falter.” And another
wise sage remarked, “It takes a
Spirit-controlled mind to
remember that which helps and to
forget that which hinders, but
such a mind is our privilege in
Christ.”

Pleasure
This verse (v. 30b) is not
modifying the command to

“rejoice with those who rejoice
and weep with those who
weep” (Romans 12:15), nor is it
stifling song and laughter. We are
cautioned, = however,  against
unrealistic optimism which might
threaten our loyalty to Christ. Our
Savior gave a parable of the rich
farmer in Luke 12:19 who was
obsessed with the joys of this life
that led him to act unwisely
toward eternal  things. So
unwisely, in fact, that he lost out
in eternity.

Profit

Verse 30c does not instruct
believers to a life of laziness. We
are to be industrious. Believers are
warned against the human
tendency to pervert the rightful
stewardship of moneymaking to
the vice of worshiping the process
of gaining wealth. (See I Timothy
6:9-10). The media makes us all
too aware of the greedy on Wall
Street and Madison Avenue,

instant millionaires resulting from
legalized gambling, and we cannot
help but be affected by this
cancer. Our Father's business
ought to be first always!

Passion

These words (vs. 31) point up the
danger of allowing legitimate
pleasures becoming obsessive
passion. This world is not our
home, but Scripture makes it clear
that we are in it — temporarily.
Scripture also teaches that God
has given us all things to use and
enjoy (I Timothy 6:17). The
danger is when the sensible
becomes the sensual. A thin line
separates the two (I Timothy 3:4).

One of Paul's companions in
service fell victim to the
sensualism of this world (II

Timothy 4:10).

Time is short. Our text warns of
this fact. Jonathan Edwards,
writing of David Brainerd's
sermon statements, recorded the
following, “Oh, how precious is
time; and how guilty it makes me
feel when I think I have trifled
away and mis-improved it, or
neglected to fill up each part of it
with duty, to the utmost of my
ability and capacity.”

The challenge is inescapable. Are
you living a guarded, guided, and
governed life before God. Be sure!
You will give an account at the
judgment seat of Christ for the gift
of time. God help us in this new
year to redemptively (See
Ephesians 5:16) maximize this
precious commodity of time, to
balance our experiences, lest time
be wasted. Time is short... very
short. “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!” Q

il
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spotlight on Contemporary Issues

Bewildered...Miserable Christians?

by Curtis Sluss

A friend of mine switched church-
es to one closer to home. | asked
him why and he replied: “UWhy
drive thirty minutes and be miser-
able when | can drive five
minutes and be miserable?” | un-
derstand and sympathize with his
frustration. Forty years ago my
wife and | were happily en-
trenched in a good fundamental
church; but...the music began to
change! We struggled over what
to do, every friend we had was in
that church. We loved the pastor
and he loved us. Bewildered, we
prayed this to God, “We don't
know what to do, but if you show
us we will do it.” God showed us
that day a principle as we were
reading Galatians, “For do I now
persuade men, or God? or do /
seek to please men? for if | yet
pleased men, | should not be the
servant of Christ.” We realized
every reason for staying was to
please men. Every reason for
leaving was to please God! We
left, and our only regret was we
didn't leave sooner.

Place to Retreat

Many are looking for a place of
sweet retreat from the world,
where fellow believers in Christ
encourage each other, building
one another up in an environ-
ment free from the cultural cor-
ruption of our day and free from
the flavor of worldly entertain-
ment. There are faithful ministries
out there who still honor God
though they are few. Not every
location in America has such a
place. Many face churches that

are nothing more than social
gatherings with lots of programs,
activities, and music, much of
which seems similar to what the
world offers, only with a Christian
name.

Music to Appeal

There was a time when music in
our churches sounded like Church
music. Now, is seems there is an
effort to embrace new songs with
‘rich words’ but new music that
does not sound like hymns or
Christion music. It is no secret that
some believe you must get rid of
hymns and ‘tone down the
churchy’ sound of music to appeal
to a broader audience. Another
friend of mine is in a church where
the following is occurring: Step
one, get a projector and put the
songs a screen. Step two; gradu-
ally introduce new songs (done in
a conservative way of course!)
along with the hymns. Step three,
gradually phase out the hymns
(keep a token few that the world
tolerates, like “Amazing Grace”).
Step four, criticize the hymns.
You don't need a projector to
bring in questionable music, but it
is easier to introduce it with one.
The so-called “conservative Chris-
tion music” of Townend, Getty,
Sovereign Grace and other popu-
lar music being introduced and
embraced, bothers my friend’s
conscience. When his concern was
voiced, the pastor viewed it as
simply an old person’s issue. My
friend was accused of believing
that ‘old is better’ and was dis-
missed as a fuddy duddy! He was

told that the old people need to
get with the program.

Often, the music is a great grief to
those with a heart for purity, holi-
ness and separation from the cor-
ruption of this wicked world
(regardless of how old they are).
Today, music is embraced by the
church that will gradually turn it
away from God, back toward the
world. Questionable music has
swept over the evangelical world
with its ‘new fresh sound’. It is in-
teresting that this ‘new fresh
sound’ is not so new or fresh. It
seems to be a hybrid genre of
easy listening, elevator, along
with other variations of pop mu-
sic.

Side With God

We should “hate even the gar-
ments spotted by the flesh;” but
instead, many are proudly recy-
cling, repackaging and defending
the music of the world! Speaking
of the spirit of compromise com-
mon in many churches, Ernest
Pickering said it well: ‘“Many
saints, firmly indoctrinated by for-
mer pastors in clear and uncom-
promising positions, are now be-
wildered and drifting from church
to church....”

Dear friend, now is the time to
stand with God; lest the slow en-
croachment of the world takes
you and your family captive.

1 Galatians 1:10
% The Tragedy of Compromise,
Ernest Pickering, Bob Jones Uni-
versity Press, 1994, pp 155

Q
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by Ludwig Opager
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Proverbs 25:4,5 - Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall come forth a vessel for the finer. Take away the
wicked from before the king, and his throne shall be established in righteousness.

Take Aways
In our early vyears of
elementary school we learned
our “take-aways”. Ten take-away
seven is three, and nine take-
away two is seven. In arithmetic,
take-aways result in something
less. But in these two take-away
proverbs we learn that take-
aways result in something more.
In man's economy take-aways
usually result in loss, but in
God's
always result in gain. Economy
the
and

economy  take-aways

primarily means
management, regulation
government of a family or the
concerns of a household. God, in
His household, delights in take-
away living because He only
takes away from his children
that which detracts from His
work of conforming them to His
Son, Jesus Christ. This process of
take away by God always results
in addition.

Take away means to remove
or separate one thing from
take
away and separation have the

another and, therefore,
same meaning. Our first proverb
gives us the

separation in God's economy.

principle of

Separate the Dross

Take away the dross from the
silver, and there shall come forth
a vessel for the finer.

The first take away is to
or waste

separate the dross

matter from the silver. Dross,
called

worthless, impure
separated from the better part. It

sometimes scum, 1S

matter

is not metal, it is not silver, nor
is it gold! It has no value, and in
fact, it is less than value. The
principle is that when dross is
taken or separated from silver
the result is a pure silver fit for
the finer or silversmith’s hand.
But if the dross is not taken
away, if the
separated from the silver, the
silver is not fit for the finer to
make a vessel unto honor. The
dross keeps the silver from
fulfilling its full potential and
gets in the way of the finer's
perfecting work. It is a weight to
the silver which this rare metal
by itself cannot overcome. This
is not the fault of the finer, but is
the fault of the dross that is not
taken away from the silver. A

dross is not

separation has to take place in
order for the finer to do his
work. That separation must be
done by an outside force applied

to the silver, for the silver is
incapable of doing it by itselfl A
"take away" process must take
place for the silver to be useful to
the finer!

And so it is true of God's
children. A take away process
must happen if God, the true
finer, is to realize in you and me
a vessel unto honor. Job knew
this when he said in Job
23:10, But he knoweth the way
that I take: when he hath tried
me, [ shall come forth as gold.
Malachi also spoke of this in
Malachi 3:3, And he shall sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver: and
he shall purify the sons of Levi,
and purge them as gold and
silver, that they may offer unto
the LORD an offering in
righteousness. God expects His
children to be to Him an offering
in righteousness, and He does
this by a take away or separation
process.

Remove the Wickedness

The same process must be
used to establish a kingdom in

righteousness as we see in verse
5 of chapter 25: Take away the
wicked from before the king,
and his throne shall be

(Continued on page 8)
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Near the end of his life, the great
leader, Joshua, gathered together
the nation of Israel for a final ex-
hortation. Israel had taken Canaan
through victorious battles, and
now the Lord had given a time of
rest. Knowing that his leadership
was coming to an end, Joshua ex-
presses his concern for the future,
recognizing the danger of compla-
cency, which naturally grows in
times of peace. To combat com-
placency, Joshua presents a three-
fold exhortation to Israel.

Remembrance

Throughout chapter 23, Joshua
frequently calls Israel to remember
the great victories of the past.
Joshua’s call to remember can be
summed up in one phrase—God
did it all! Joshua reminds Israel
that God has wrought victory in
the past (vs. 3, 9); the “strong na-
tions” of verse 9 indicates that Is-
rael was greatly outnumbered, but
yet the Lord drove them out. God
did not just bring victory in the
past, but Joshua also tells of con-
tinued victory for Israel (vs. 5, 11).
God’s blessing in victory will be
so great that one man will cause a
thousand to retreat. For continued
spiritual success, Joshua empha-
sizes that the people must remem-
ber that God does it all. As Chris-
tians, we tend to forget God’s
power; sadly, the Christian then
takes control, trusts himself, and is

WINTER 2015

Spiritual Resolution
Joshua 23
by Pastor Adam Watt

intimidated in the battle. Yes, God
has faithfully brought victory in
the past and will continue to do so
as the believer remembers his own
weakness and God’s great power.

Resolution

Remembering to trust in the God
who does it all, the believer must
also make some firm personal
resolutions. In chapter 23, Joshua
gives three resolutions that protect
God’s people from the sad epi-
logue of Judges 2. First, God'’s
people must resolve to keep and do
the Word of God (vs. 6).This ac-
tion involves retaining and regard-
ing God’s Word; that is, God’s
Word must not only be learned but
also regarded as authoritative. Sad-
ly, the authority of the Word of
God is diminishing even among
God’s people; modern movements
seek to lessen the sinfulness of sin,
believing that God will accept man
as he is. Man’s opinion is no sub-
stitute for the authoritative Word
of God. Second, God’s people
must resolve to remain separated
from sin and the world (vs. 7).
While the verb “come” has an ex-
tensive use in the Hebrew, the ma-
jor idea is going in and out as in
trading or commerce; in other
words, a relationship is developed
among the two parties. How often
this tragic mixture has occurred
among the people of God, bringing
familiarity with the world rather

than a stand against it. So often the
excuses pour in to validate a lack
of separation; believers today take
the easy approach of passive life-
style evangelism, hoping that the
lost will see the Christian life
without having to speak up or
stand against sin. When in the
world, the Christian will either be
so uncomfortable with guilt and
conviction that he will separate, or
he will gradually become so famil-
iar that he will adopt the principles
and life of the world. Simply look
at the life of Lot who had a posi-
tion of leadership in Sodom. He
did not even have a witness for
Jehovah among his own family
who thought he was a mocker.
Friendship with the world is still
enmity with God. Resolve to come
out from among them and be sepa-
rate. Third, God’s people must re-
solve to cleave unto the Lord (vs.
8). Cleaving is literally the idea of
being glued together. This cleav-
ing to God goes two ways: yes, |
should desire to cleave to Him, but
what a humbling thought that God
wants to cleave together with
blood bought sinners! When the
temptations for worldly pleasures
and appealing philosophies come,
decide to cleave to the Lord. De-
spite the inconsistency of God’s
people, God mercifully extends
His love and fellowship, longing
for us to cleave to Him. As believ-
ers in a changing world, the reso-

(Continued on page 9)
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by Dorcs Peppard
Kids Today!

The culture of our day is promiscuous, often rebellious, and very worldly. Many of the young people
who make up the classrooms in our Christian schools are products of this society. Many children are
being brought up (or are bringing up themselves) with a philosophy of “do whatever makes you
happy.” Parents who do strive to bring up their children according to Biblical principles must be
exceptionally careful to avoid being labeled as abusive or extremist. It is vitally important that
Christian parents employ Biblical principles of discipline in their families and accomplish the status
of “voice obedience” while the child is very young.

Drug and alcohol abuse, atheism, mental issues, and an attitude of “No fear of God” have all
undermined the proper upbringing of children. While understanding that we cannot overcome the
“home” for our students, we must often take on the burden of helping students in ways that used to
be solely the parents’ responsibility. Here are a few ways we can help give students the training and
discipline they are craving.

1.) Love our students, because God created them in His image and loves them. (God loves

them “while they are yet sinners”.)

2.) Set a quiet, orderly atmosphere in the classroom. (This may be the only place that is quiet
and orderly in their living circumstance.)

3.) Bring them often before “the Throne of Grace.” (Prayer makes all the difference.)

4.) Confront behavioral issues and be prepared to “Mother” or “Father” your students. (If
they are not getting training and instruction at home, you should provide as much as
possible at school.)

5.) Be consistent and persistent in your instructions. (Be “in their ears” to encourage and
correct your students.)

A few years ago, we did not have to deal with these types of situations, but today, it is

essential that we provide help to students who need this type of “Mentoring”:

A boy, who lost both parents, needs help getting his homework and assignments done.

A girl, whose parents “forgot” her birthday, needs encouragement and a “cupcake” at
lunch.

A young lady who shows up at school with “gobs” of make-up on, needs help learning
how to enhance her dress and appearance without a worldly look.

A young man, who has no mentor or example at home, needs instruction on how to
shave.

Students with little home instruction may need to be taught proper eating habits, table
manners, or how to eat healthy meals.

A student needs attention (appropriate) because no one at home communicates
without yelling and screaming.

A student needs a quick “hug”, or a “high-five”, or a glowing smile when a task is well

done .

A student given to disarray and disorder needs help in organization skills and routine.
A student either backward or over-aggressive, needs to learn how to make friends.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 2 - Editor’s Desk)
positions that many find agreeable.
“New Calvinism has attracted many
followers from a wide spectrum of
Christianity and beyond. Through this
attractional approach, the promoters
of New Calvinsim have found that, they
can more easily bind 'people around a
common core rather than [enclose]
people within boundaries which might
be disputed.'””

New Calvinism is playing to the weak-
nesses of “Churchianity.” Because so
many in the church today know so lit-
tle of the Bible, they are easily attract-
ed to New Calvinism which sounds
orthodox, deeply theological, and geni-
us due to its use of technology and
commercialism. The “social media”

generation is captivated by New Cal-

vinism's minimization of evangelism,
its intellectualism and ecumenical ap-
peal as well as its maximization of
social missions.* All of these things are
unbiblical, yet widely accepted by our

present religious culture.

Parroting of the teaching of exception-
al New Calvinist teachers is the norm
for the church today. Personal study
of the Bible is routed through the opin-
ions of these captivating spokesmen
rather than the Holy Spirit's direct
guidance in understanding the written
Word of God.

should spend more time thinking about

Genuine Christians

the meaning and implications of our
faith through the Holy Spirit's unction
rather than allowing charming human
personalities with highly reasoned in-
tellectual

arguments to set our

thinking.

If we ask God to help and teach us, we
will know why He has dealt with us as
He has and why the future holds such
bright promise for God's people. God
wants Biblical thinkers who remain
inside the scope of the Word of God,
not parrots who repeat over and over
again what they hear from New Cal-
vinist thinkers who magically blend
the Bible with the culture. The danger

is real. The warning needs to be

sounded! Q

! Robert Congdon, How New Calvinism
Serves Satan's Purposes, Congdon Min-
istries International, Greer, South Caro-
lina, 2014, p. 4

2 Robert Congdon, How New Calvinism

Serves Satan's Purposes, p. 28

3 Robert Congdon, How New Calvinism

Serves Satan's Purposes, p. 28

(Continued from page 5 - Proverb Practicals)
established in righteousness. The
wicked before the king are the
dross of the kingdom. As the
dross of silver must be removed
in order to make a vessel unto
honor, so must the wicked be
removed from before the king if
his throne is to be established in
righteousness.

David the King knew this
clearly when he said in: Psalm
101:4-8, A froward heart shall
depart from me: I will not know
a wicked person. Whoso privily
slandereth his neighbour, him
will I cut off: him that hath an
high look and a proud heart will
not I suffer. Mine eyes shall be
upon the faithful of the land,

that they may dwell with me: he
that walketh in a perfect way, he
shall serve me. He that worketh
deceit shall not dwell within my
house: he that telleth lies shall
not tarry in my sight. I will early
destroy all the wicked of the
land; that I may cut off all
wicked doers from the city of
the LORD.

There can be no throne or
government that stand
without the principles of the
Word of God as its foundation.
History itself teaches this, and

will

we see in our own country that
as the wicked rise in power the
establishment of the government
is weakened and will eventually
be destroyed. Will not this

principle be the rule of the day
when the King of Kings
establishes His kingdom? He will
not have a wicked person before
Him. All who serve Him will
have to come before the throne
through His blood. There will be
no self-seekers, no flatterers, no
persons with personal agendas,
no wicked counselors. All dross
will have been taken away by
the purging fires of tribulation
which precede His coming rule
and reign. Q

« ~ HISPANICS

Jo@3:  in your arca?
N.‘,‘,?‘@.f;".f

Reach them for Christ.
See page 10 for helps.
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(Continued from page 7 - Kids Today)

Then there are those issues
that need Spiritual guidance and
help.
turn our students’ attention to the

Word of God, which provides “a

very present help in trouble” and

We must not neglect to

“grace to help in time of need.”

Remember, we are fighting

against “principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against

in high

Satan wants to deceive

spiritual wickedness
places.”
our students and God has put us
in the position to be a help to lead
them to the only real source of

help and hope - The Lord Jesus
Christ. Q

(Continued from page 6 - Spiritual Resolution)
lution to cleave to God is essential.

Reward

Having exhorted the people to re-
member and resolve, Joshua con-
cludes with a two-pronged ap-
proach to the result (vs. 11-16).
Either the people will remain faith-
ful to Jehovah and know His bless-
ing or the people would serve other
gods and experience judgment.
The recorded history of Israel
bears out the forsaking of Jehovah
and the resultant displacement

from the land, just as Joshua fore-
told.

Page 9

Despite the well-documented fall
of Israel, modern Christianity
seems to believe that the authority
of God’s Word can be diminished
and relationships with the world
system can be forged without los-
ing God’s blessing. A survey of
America’s history reveals a similar
trend as numerous “gods” domi-
nate today’s society. The course
has been charted, and the promised
result for the nation that forsakes
truth will come to pass—*...and ye
shall perish quickly from off the
good land which he hath given un-
to you.” May God find His people
faithful to remember and resolve
amidst the national spiritual de-
cline of modern America. Q

(Continued from page 1 - What'’s A Believer To Do)
punish nations who turn their
backs on Israel. Wickedness of the
most serious nature, such as the
murder of the unborn and the ac-
ceptance of sodomy, is something

God cannot ignore. Worldwide
economic disaster waits in the

wings, and the planet “groans” un-
der horrible military conflicts like
we have never seen. The growth of
Islam with all of its atrocities is
just part of what happens when a
world forgets the sovereign creator
God.

HERE AT HOME

All of the above events are real
threats to our own nation. I have
said repeatedly that we are just one
major event away from civil war
in our own land. Now rioting in
the streets has become a national
pastime, with the approval of those
who are supposed to be protecting
everyones freedoms. All  these
things are in the hand of God, and
He uses them to judge those who
have trampled His truth under-
foot. Any serious student of Nazi

Germany would recognize what is
happening in our country. Instead
of a free people, able to speak and
practice what they believe, a new
era of slavery is underway. We are
not free to condemn the evil of sod-
omy; we must be silent or pay the
price. It is one thing for people to
practice evil; it is another thing to
force other people to recognize it,
to accept it, to be silent about it, or
to be punished for opposing it.

So here we are, and you don't want
to talk about these subjects. You
don’t want to hear about them be-
cause they are negative. We are
just supposed to play our silly lit-
tle church games. Let me sound a
warning: you will not escape the
fallout of all of this. Let me add
that the problem is made much
worse by evangelical leaders who
have taught us to hide our heads in
the sand of activity and self-
centered theology. We do have a
responsibility in this world, and it
is about light and truth.

WHERE DO WE STAND?

The sounds and images of conflict
are on the horizon. Please consider
some ways that God would have us
respond.  Deal with 1gnorance.
There is no safety in not knowing.
Those who told you not to waste
your time on current events have
simply given you a sleeping pill,
but the truth will be there when
you wake up, as you most certainly
will do. Deal with denial. 'To say
that something isn't happening
when it actually is serves only to
rob us of the very attitude of power
that we need for the coming con-
flict.

Study the scripture. 1 and 11 Peter,
along with other books of the Bi-
ble, give us direction for dealing
with situations similar to the ones
we face today. They provide a
proper perspective that will help
us to stand tall. Let me remind you
of a great truth: in the end, WE
WIN! We are not losers; we are
overcomers, so stop talking and
acting like a loser!

(Continued on page 10)



Page 10

(Continued from page 9 - What'’s A Believer To Do)
We are strangers and pilgrims in a
foreign land, and we need to look
at this challenge from heaven's
point of view. I dont like pain any
more than you do, but it is part of
the believer's challenge in this
world. I don't like rejection, either,
but remember that if they hated
our Lord, we should expect the
same treatment. You can't compro-
mise with pagans. To the world-
lings, you are a bit less than hu-
man with almost no thinking abil-
ity. We might be able to fly under
the radar for a while, but the day
will come when what you believe
and practice will be considered
criminal. We already know the
results of the final judgment, so
their condemnation of us is but a
small thing.

Pay no attention to cowardly pro-

fessing Christians. They will criti-
cize you. They should be holding
your arms up, but they will con-
demn you. You will be accused of
being political, or of lacking love.
You will be accused of ignoring or
hindering evangelism. When you
speak the truth as it is revealed in
scripture, they will allegorize the
text in order to cover their disobe-
dience. You don't have to have the
approval of those who live with
superstitious fear; fear God alone.

STAND STRAIGHT
AND STAND TALL

Stop whining and start winning.
The present and future persecution
is small compared to that of saints
of the past. This is not a time to
feel sorry for ourselves; rather,
hateful opposition should cause us
to REJOICE! We should be thank-

WINTER 2015

ful for the privilege of suffering
for our Lord. This is biblical
Christianity. See the enemy for
what he is and the compromisers
for what they are, but stand
straight and stand tall. Some of my
readers may live long enough to
win a martyr's crown, but we do
not fear those who can kill the
body; we only fear Him who can
condemn the soul.

Sorry to disturb your fairy-tale,
sugarplum mindset, but if you
think all this will go away because
you dont know (ignorance) or
don’t care (denial), you are in for a
rude awakening. Wake up, stand
straight, and stand tall - be an
overcomer! Q
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XIn our last issue, Mandie faced
E temptations. Although it wasn’t easy,
%X she stood for the Lord and did what
* Mother was glad and
* encouraged her but also warned not to
Xlet her guard down, for the devil
% doesn’t quit. Just as he tempted Jesus
X in the wilderness time after time, he
¥ will tempt Christians to disobey God’s
E Word. “Be strong, Mandie. Don’t be
X like the young prophet in I Kings 13.”

* ;

* What did she mean?
*

*

X was right.

i When Jeroboam was crowned king
* over ten tribes of Israel, he had the
X opportunity to be a good king, but
% his proud, jealous heart turned
% him away from God and then he
E turned his people away from God,
* too. He built two golden calves
Xand two false altars, and hired
* false priests to offer sacrifices. He
% blatantly told his people that these
% were the gods that delivered them
%out of Egypt and that they no
X longer needed to make the long
E trip to Jerusalem to worship God.
X They could worship conveniently
% at the altars that he set up. That
iwas a great sin, and God sent a
Eyoung prophet to pronounce
* judgment on the altar.  King
X Jeroboam was so angry that he
Ethrust out his hand, pointed his
* boney finger at the prophet and
Eshouted to the guards, “Get him!”
* But his arm shriveled up and
X became paralyzed in mid-air! He
* could not draw back his hand!

X244 22

%Now he was so frightened that he

af the Mavring
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begged the prophet to pray and
heal his hand. The prophet did
pray, and God graciously restored
the king’s hand. The king was so
glad and relieved that he invited
the young prophet to go home
with him for dinner and receive a
reward.

Without hesitation, the young
prophet quickly turned down the
royal invitation to a sumptuous
meal, for God had clearly told him
not to eat or drink water there and
not to return home the same way

he came. No problem; he did
exactly as God said. Good for
him!

Now in Bethel there lived a

devious old prophet. When he
heard how the young prophet had
bravely pronounced judgment
against the false altar, how the
king’s hand had been paralyzed
then healed, and which way the
young prophet had gone, he was
determined to get a glimpse of the
young servant of God. His sons
saddled a donkey for him and the
old man climbed aboard. He
hurried the little donkey along in
order to catch up with the young
man. And catch up, he did. It
wasn’t difficult at all, because the
young man had stopped to rest.
He was sitting beside the road in
the shade of an oak tree!

Perhaps he was tired, perhaps he
was still amazed, thinking of all

Page 11

A LION WITH NO ROAR
by “Aunt Carolyn”

that had happened that morning, ¥
but this was no time to delay.
This was no time rest. This was *
time to get back home as God had ¥
said. He may not have realized it, *
but he had set himself up for ¥
trouble!

4%

%%

“Greetings, my man,” the old man
began. “Are you the man of God
who came from Judah?”

“Yes, sir, [ am.”

“Good to meet you. I heard what
you did at the false altar. Do
come home with me for dinner.”

“Oh, no. Thank you for your
kindness, but the Lord told me *
that I should not eat bread or¥}
drink water in this land and not to ¥

22424 24 2 2 2 2 2 24 2 2 20 20 3 2 24 24 24 2 263 33424 24 24 2 2 2 4%

go home the way I came. Thanks %
anyway!”

“Well,” the old prophet said slyly,
“I'm a prophet, too, and an angel *
spoke to me and told me to take ¥
you home to eat and drink with %
me.” But he lied to him!

262634 24 24 24 2 2

22424 2 22 2

The old prophet was older, more *
experienced, spoke sox¥

o , *
convincingly, and even said an#*

*%

angel gave him the message, that ¥
the young man fell for the lie and ¥
followed the
Perhaps the food tasted good to a x
hungry young man, but right in *
the middle of dinner the old man %

(Continued on page 12) %

old man home.

24 % %

* *
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: (Continued from page 11 - A Lion With No Roar)
X blurted out a shocking message
Efrom God!  “Because you have
Edisobeyed my voice and my
*x commandment, because you have
* eaten and drunk where I forbade
X you, because you didn’t go back
:home as | said, you are going to
X die, and your carcass will not have
%an honorable buriall” That
*sudden judgment was a hard
E enough jolt, but what a blow to his
* pride and selfesteem when God
X called his body a carcass, as if it
* were only an animal’s body!

g2

% What a sad sight it was as the
X shak het, riding th
* shaken young prophet, riding the
Xold man’s donkey, disappeared
* from view. Little did he know
% what lay ahead, for suddenly out of
%the woods came a terrible lion,
* leaped upon him, knocked him off

the donkey to the ground, mauled
and killed him
terrifying death!
quickly as the attack had begun!
All was quiet.

in a violent,
It was over as

Soon passers-by saw a strange sight.
There in the middle of the road
lay the young prophet’s mauled,
bloody body. On one side of it
stood the lion and on the other
side stood the little donkey, both
quietly standing guard. The
ordinarily ferocious, meat-eating
lion did not roar or threaten. He
did not eat the prophet or kill and
eat the little donkey. And the
little donkey, which ordinarily
would have run in terror from a
vicious lion, stood quietly by. It
was a miracle of God!
God'’s visualized object lesson! To
disobey God’s Word, to ignore His

It was

command, to reject His will even ¥
brings consequences ¥
beyond imagination, results and%
heartaches with a toll too high to ¥

pay!

one time

2202 2 4 % %

As Mandie listened intently, her
thoughts became very serious. She *
must fear God and obey His Word! ¥
That is all important. Paul said,
“Though we, or an angel from ¥
heaven, preach any other gospel ¥
unto you than that which we have *
preached unto you, let him be ¥
accursed” (Gal. 1:8).  No matter *
who says otherwise (a teacher, ¥
friend, preacher, relative, even if ¥
they mean well), if something does %
not agree with God’s Word, don’t ¥
do it, run from it, keep away from %
it! “Flee youthful lusts” (I Tim. ¥
2:22). When tempted, just say, ¥
Not? o}

*

2222 %

2%

*
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