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“Projecting the Light of the Word of God on the Issues of the Day”

Forward with Change!
by Pastor Tod Brainard

New associations and alignments are happening
almost on a weekly basis among those who used to
be in the camp of Fundamentalism. Fundamental-
ism is now fragmented and basically dead. Those
who were once identified with the movement have
chosen to align themselves with those they “feel at
home with” irregardless of what the Scriptures
teach about fellowship with those who are disobe-
dient.

The Trimmers of “Modern Christianity”

“Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? There-
fore hast thou also taught the wicked ones thy
ways” (Jeremiah 2:33). A trimmer is one who will
give up precious things in order to have favor with
those they want to be with. Compromise is usually
a one way street. A compromiser doesn't mind
parting with certain things because he believes the
favor he gains from those with whom he is compro-
mising are of greater value. The Bible says that a
“trimmer” through his trimming teaches the wick-
ed ones how to trim. Imagine, believers teaching
unbelievers how to give up what is precious for
that which is not. Here is an example from the Old

Testament.

King Jehoshaphat was a trimmer. He was one of
the good kings of Judah. There was a temporary
awakening under his reign and great victories were
won over Judah's enemies. Except for his one strik-

ing area of sin, he would be hailed as a leading be-
liever of his day. But God had a real problem with
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat refused to recognize the
wickedness of Ahab and withdraw fellowship from
him. Instead, King Jehoshaphat “trimmed his
way to seek love (favor).” The Prophet Jehu paid
King Jehoshaphat a visit according to II Chronicles
19:2, “Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and
love them that hate the LORD?” A short time
later Jehoshaphat trimmed some more by joining
himself “with Ahaziah, king of Israel, who did
very wickedly: And he joined himself with him
to make ships to go to Tarshish” ( II Chronicles
20:35-36). Making ships is not a doctrinal issue. But
it is sin when it involves disobedience. This effort at
compromise did not succeed, as the ships were bro-
ken and unable to go to Tarshish. King Jehosha-
phat's amiable compromise (trimming) failed to pro-
duce the hoped for unity and benefits that were
sought after.

(Continued on page 4)
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e Junk food refers to items that taste
® really good but are totally lacking in

. nutrittonal value, which can lead to

0: diabetes, high blood pressure and
¢_premature death. Junk foods general-
® ly are high in calories and saturated
fats. Chips, soft drinks, candy bars,
cookies, and most meals purchased

at fast-food chains fit this criteria.

I do not think there is any debate
that junk food 1s bad for us. Whole
industries have been created to edu-
cate the public concerning the health
related problems caused by the con-
sumption of junk food. However,
people still blindly consume it and
health issues abound.

There 1s something more dangerous
than junk foods for the body. There
1s spiritual junk food for the soul that
1s more destructive and deadly. Spir-
itual junk food suits the taste buds of
the culture. It has no redeeming
qualities, 1t causes dangerous spiritual
Oi health issues and can lead to spiritual
e_death. Where are the alarms from
® the pulpits of America? Where are

arnings concerning the  spiritual
Junk food pawned off on the people
of our churches?
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There are religious teachers who
proclaim “a different gospel” we are
. told in Galatians 1:6. They range
\ from the health and wealth gospel

N
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gospel proponents, Contemporary
Christian Music (rock, country, rap,
pop, CCM “sound alike” adapted for
“Christianity”), Emerging Church
proponents (who are opening doors
to “Christian homosexuality”, civil
unions, etc.), Christian book industry
(Christian  self-help, Christian  ro-
mance books, etc.), Christian social
networking sites (Christian Mingle,
etc.). Much of what is being promot-
ed 1s not Christan at all but
“Christianized Worldliness.” It con-
tains a wide range of false teaching
which 1s harmful to the cause of
Christ and the spiritual well-being of
the soul. It 1s junk food! Taking in
this kind of junk food may seem to
satisty the taste and hunger for some-
thing new temporarily, but it will lead
to spiritual heart attacks, strokes, and
death.

Hebrews 13:9 says, “Be not carried
about with divers and strange doc-
trines, for it Is a good thing that the
heart be established with grace.”
False teaching is detrimental to spir-
itual health and 1s not profitable. It
cannot cleanse from sin or give pow-
er for spiritual growth. It is nothing
more than a placebo, a worthless pill.
Biblical truth that 1s based upon
God's grace cleanses from sin and
gives spiritual health.

I recently had a conversation with a
youth pastor from another church

that did not go well. He was bemoan-
ing the fact that he was spending an
mordinate amount of time tracking
his youth on Facebook. “T am
watching for Inappropriate pictures
and uncivil language,” he quipped. 1
was stunned. “Why would Christians
post mappropriate pictures and uin-
civil language, ”was my response. He
looked at me puzzled and said, “A//
kids do 1t.” 1 challenged him about
how I perceived most churches were
conducting youth ministries and how
they were spending a great deal of
time feeding their youth spiritual
Junk food. His response was stagger-
g, “Junk food is all that kids will eat
these days.”

In our churches and Christian educa-
tional mstitutions, we have surveyed
our kids and found out what they
like and then we feed it to them with
a side order of Jesus. That 1s the
modern day exercise of the church.
We have become spiritual fast food
joints. If all that we offer is spiritual
Junk food, that 1s all the young peo-
ple will have to live on and the re-
sults are obvious to all but the blind.

“Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth
from the mouth of God” (Matthew
4:4). Feeding on God's truth will
keep us from swallowing lies. The
health of our churches depends up-
on what food we are feeding. The
strong preaching and teaching of the
authoritative Word of God 1s the
need of the hour. We must close
down the spiritual junk food buffets.
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“project the light of the Word of God on the issues of the day.” It

desires to honor Christ by articulating a clear testimony for
Biblical separation from error in these last days as God’s answer

to the deepening apostasy of the visible church.
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In his first epistle, John encourages
believers in their battle between the
I John 2:20
gives a most important fact concerning
the truth: the power of the Holy
Spirit is the impetus behind the

truth and the deception.

truth. Verse twenty states, "But you
have an anointingﬁom the Holy One, and
you all know" (NASB). Through the new
birth, the believer has received the Holy
Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14), and as a
result, the believer can know all things
including the same truth that John
learned directly from Christ (I John
2:21). In other words, different levels
of the Holy Spirit in
which an elite group is divided from a

of possession

lesser group do not exist according to
this passage; all believers have the same
Holy Spirit who guides into the same
truth.

The Misconception

Sadly, however, in my opinion a
common deception is being taught in
some spheres that the Holy Spirit is
given in increments, or that He can
“leak out,” or even that some have more
of the Holy Spirit than others. The
emphasis is always placed on getting
more of the Spirit. 1If a believer fails in
the Christian life, those “full of the
Spirit” sit back and commentate that this
person just needs more of the Holy
Spirit. ~ This person may have been
saved, but they must enter the crisis
experience of a second blessing; then
hopefully one day that person can have
the necessary infilling of the Holy Spirit
that will make them “full of the Spirit.”
Ultimately, one day, the believer can
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A Christian Misconception
of the Holy Spirit
by Pastor Adam Watt

hope to reach a special status
where the Spirit is continually living
within in full measure. This type of
relationship with the Lord therefore
seems far off—a mystical possibility and
dream. Such supplementing of the new
birth is not needed; if one has been born
again, the possession of the Holy
Spirit is not a hope or far off
desire—it is a reality! The issue
should not be a question of possessing
the Holy Spirit; the real issue is that He
does not have enough of the believer.
The common reality is that believers
have not submitted to His rule and
guidance in their lives so that He has

free reign to exalt Jesus Christ.
Troubling Results
Ministries that focus on this view of the

Holy Spirit produce three troubling
results among their people.

First, this mentality leaves believers in a
state of bondage, continually searching
for something that they don’t realize
they already have. They continue to
pray at the altar and beg God to revive
them and grant this “feeling” of being
filled. This view also binds them to try
to impress those who have already
reached the “elite” level. All that is said
and portrayed in the life becomes about
getting others to think that the plateau
has been reached. “Stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free, and be
not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.” (Galatians 5:1).

Second, this mentality

entraps

Christians in discouragement in which

believers are intimidated into thinking
that they are never good enough. After
all, some have “arrived” while others

have not; those “less spiritual” are
therefore continually down on
themselves because they have been
praying and waiting, but that “feeling”
The

Christian life is not one of despondence

of anointing has not come.

and discouragement, but “righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy

Ghost” (Romans 14:17).

Third, and perhaps most dangerous, this
mentality creates a religious divided

hierarchy.
arise. Since this “prophet” is “full of the

Some additional problems

Spirit”, then one is not to question or go
against anything said from the pulpit. If
so, that person is guilty of “attacking
God’s Word” and going “against the
Holy Spirit.” Using the pulpit to badger
the laity then becomes commonplace.
If the leader doesn’t want the people
questioning something, then the
“questioners” are condemned for
“attacking the Lord’s anointed.” Sadly,
this has created a cultic environment in
some churches. “Neither as being lords
over God’s heritage, but being examples to

the flock” (I Peter 5:3).

Abide in Christ through
the Holy Spirit

These troubling results which have
spread through several denominations
and churches are against the declaration
of John that all believers have an
anointing of the Spirit and as a result,
all know. Surrender to the Holy
Spirit that has been given to you and
allow Him to control the Christian life.
“....Abide in Him...” (I John 2:28); then
and only then will the glory of a

believer’s life and ministry go to Jesus

Christ. Q
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(Continued from page 1 - Forward with Change)

Dr. Matthew Olson
and Trimming!

There is a great lesson from histo-
ry here in Il Chronicles 20 but
there are few today who will heed
its warnings. I am watching with
great sorrow of heart the decline
of the once Fundamentalist Bible
college now known as Northland
International University. Its cur-
rent president, Matthew R. Ol-
son, has been trimming his way
to seek favor with groups outside
the Fundamentalist remnant for

some time now. He has trimmed

his

known as Fundamentalism and

connections to what was
now is seeking alliances with
those the
mindset (Sovereign Grace Move-
ment; Rick Holland, etc.).

outside separatist

Recently, he blogged of his posi-
tive visit to Grace Bible Church
of Philadelphia, PA. Grace Bible
is a Charismatic church affiliated
with the S. G. M. which aligns
itself with New Evangelical asso-
ciations and is non-cessationalist
Olson
has to-date made no mention in
his blog of the conflict between
the doctrinal statement of North-
land International University of

in its view of sign gifts.!

which he is president (which
states that it stands against the
Charismatic movement) and his
statements regarding his fellow-
ship with the Charismatic Grace
Bible Church of Philadelphia.
Most honorable men would con-
fess their new found beliefs and
their rejection of the old ones.
Yet, Olson is somehow seeking to

publicly marry the two belief sys-
tems in his own mind in order to
keep both and justify his new po-

sition.

When
change, it always seems to be to-
ward a spiritually-diminished po-

Christians rationalize

sition. Our founding editor, Dr.
Dayton Hobbs, always said that,
and I have found it to be true.
The trend seems to be always
downward, never up. This is so
because the compromiser is the
one who is giving up the most. He
cannot help himself. The compro-
miser stumbles over himself to
trim his way to seek favor. In ad-
dition, the compromiser develops
a pattern of living that constant-
ly puts him in a spiral of spiritual
decline and eventual ruin. His
entire journey downward, howev-
er, i1s declared to be “new-found
freedom” in Christ. How incredi-

ble!

I want to give you some observa-
tions about what leads men to
compromise as King Jehosha-

phat did.

There is a nagging, persistent de-
sire on the part of the compro-
miser to have a wider acceptance
Separatist
practices stand in the way of that

among peer-groups.

happening. The compromiser be-
lieves that his circle of influence
and friends is too narrow if Bibli-
cal separation is practiced. As did
King Jehoshaphat, he moves to
be more open and accepting of
men of differing viewpoints and
labels those viewpoints as non-
essentials. Jehoshaphat saw him-
self as a positive influence in the

FALL 2012

life of Ahab. His first move was
to “join affinity”(II Chronicles
18:1) with Ahab. He liked Ahab
on a personal level and was will-
ing to cooperate with him in spite
of his wicked and corrupt ways.
He allied himself with
Ahaziah perhaps with the same
God

prophet Jehu to expose and re-

later

mentality. Yet sent His

buke that corrupt thinking.
HOLINESS

There is a tendency to make the
Gospel alone the central rallying
point for fellowship these days
rather than the
Gospel and Holiness unto God

among peers,

together. “Be ye holy, for I am
holy” seems to be more of a “non
-essential” rather than a com-
mand of Scripture for the com-

The “Gospel” on the
other hand and “reaching the

promiser.

lost” has a “community-oriented
feel” in the mind of the compro-
miser and, therefore, becomes the
rallying point for fellowship
apart from the practice of Bibli-
cal Separation. Here is the prob-
lem, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
no-where presented in the New
Testament as being in tension
with the doctrine of Biblical Sep-
aration. Bible Doctrines do not
conflict, they mesh. Yet, the com-
promiser creates a false tension
and sides with the Gospel against

Biblical Separation.

Notice the meshing of the two
doctrines in Titus 2:11-15, “For
the grace of God that bringeth sal-
vation hath appeared unto all
men, Teaching us that denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we

(Continued on page 9)
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Proverb Practicals

by Ludwig Opager

Page 5

Proverbs 12:23, “A prudent man concealeth knowledge:

but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness.”

[] The written Word of God begins with
[] Genesis and ends with Revelation.
[] There are times in history when God

speaks and times when God is silent.
There are times when God reveals
knowledge and times when God
) conceals knowledge. God created us in
His image and because we are to be

"like father like son," He expects us at
times to be both revealers and

[ concealers of knowledge.

[ God intends for His children to be
’ disciplined in their speech. Some words
[ are designed to bring things about and
0 can be used for good or evil. When God
speaks, what He says comes about. God
spoke the worlds into existence. There
is no one who successfully opposes His
Word and wins. If God were careless in
His speaking, catastrophe could result.

Substance

God has the
Revelation of Jesus Christ was given
to  John the Holy

Scriptures. God is deliberate in His

been silent since

completing

speaking. When He speaks, His Word
brings about great events. We are to
be swift to hear, but slow to speak.
The general practice of believers
should be characterized by silence.

' This principle of living was known by

David who asked in Psalm 141:3, “Set
a watch, O LORD, before my
mouth; keep the door of my lips.”
God's Word pictures our mouth as a
door that opens and closes thereby
regulating our speech. You may
choose the opening and closing of the
door to be in keeping with the Word of
God or you may not. If it is regulated
by the Word of God it opens and
closes at the right time. Speech being
guarded by the Lord causes a good
man out of the good treasure of the
heart to bring forth good things.
Words fitly
treasures and like all treasures are to

spoken are precious

be used judiciously and carefully.

Timing

As Ecclesiastes 3:7 teaches, there is:
“A time to rend, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silence, and a time to
speak.”

Purpose
A prudent man knows the time
because he knows the Lord and the
Word of the Lord. Judgment is given
to know the times. A prudent man
knows when to keep silent and when
to speak. A prudent man knows when

to conceal knowledge. A prudent man

knows when to proclaim and when not

to proclaim knowledge. A prudent [}
man will make his knowledge known [}
when he knows it will be helpful and []
edifying. A prudent man will not use [
his knowledge to elevate himself in
the eyes of another. He will not try to

exceed other's knowledge by his own (]
knowledge in hopes of abasing others. (]
He will not use his knowledge to win )
arguments in order to feel good about )
himself for he knows that it is a vain [

use of the gift of the knowledge of [

Jesus Christ on occasion refused to
speak before men of closed minds and 0
fixed hearts. He withheld knowledge
from His own disciples because He
knew they were not prepared to

receive its treasures.

We are told in God's Word to conceal
knowledge from a scorner because it
will simply bring hate and shame to
ourselves. We are assured of a blot
when we reprove a wicked man. We
are to refrain from speaking wisdom to
a fool for he will despise what is

given.

To the Christian, all is sacred, all is
separated unto God and that includes
the knowledge that God has given.

Knowledge is to dwell with prudence

(Continued on page 10)
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(D (2
& AXIOMS OF SEPARATION *
& . &
& Epilogue %
& by the late Pastor John Ashbrook %
8! .. . . . . 2t
>3; This s the final installment of Pas- “the evangelical scholar does not verse 8 again. ks

% tor  Ashbrook’s book, “Axioms of
I?Separatzon. In the last issue, the

’0‘ “Epilogue” began with a listing of
s “self-evident

XX

X thirteen axioms or
I?truﬂzs” to help Christian brethren
::quﬁne and defend the lines of Bibli-
>.< cal separation. The book closes with
::: X the following summary and remarks.
%

% I do not expect to have many new
»gevangehcal readers. New evan-
I;l gelicals would laugh at the very
’0‘ idea of trying to write axioms
»gfrom Scrlpture When Dr. Ock-
Igl enga in 1948 called for “a repudi-
':‘atlon of separation,” he was ask-
».< ing men to set aside careful obe-
I:Idlence to Scripture and to rely on
?human judgment. Likewise, his
:ﬂ‘summons to social involvement”
Igishlfted men from Biblical defini-
?tlons to the outlines of the social
».< X gospel as defined by sociologists -
:e: particularly those of the National
;gCouncﬂ of Churches, whose defi-
».< nitions of social involvement
:gihave led them to the precipice of
wcommunlsm When Dr. Ockenga
wexpressed new evangehcahsms
’:‘“determmatlon to engage itself in
'o‘ the theological dialogue of the
»gday, he led the movement away
’:‘from the allegiance to the Word
?of God. You cannot have theo-
% logical dialogue with the infidels
:iiof apostate seminaries if you in-
?swt on openmg the Bible and
»,< stating, “Thus saith the Lord.”
’O‘The foundation of new evangeli-
?cahsm shifted the whole move-
»,< ment away from an allegiance to
’0‘ the Bible. Christian Life Maga-
'o‘ zine, in a pro new evangelicalism

»gartlcle in March, 1956 stated,

>1

T Yoo Y4

stab a finger at the Bible and say,
‘this is it, take it or go to hell.””
The sentence is worded to be de-
rogatory to fundamentalists; but,
as a fundamentalist, I do put my
finger on a Bible text and say,
“this is it.” That is the reason a
fundamentalist can have some
axioms and the new evangelical
can’t.

Every farmer takes care of his
“line fence” because it defines the
borders of his farm. If all line
fences were torn down, things
would go on fairly well for the
generation, which knew where
the fence used to be. However,
there would be trouble in time to
come with generations, who nev-
er knew where the fence used to
be. New evangelicalism’s found-
ing father tore down the fence
and today’s generation can’t even
remember where it was. Scrip-
tural axioms to give guidance to
the movement are impossible.

You have read this little booklet.
I hope that you do not consider
these axioms to be principles only
for preachers. They are church
principles for all of the Lord’s
people. That may be one of our
problems. We pastors have failed
to impress these principles on our
people. I have tried to write so
that laymen can appreciate these
axioms and encourage their pas-
tors to take a stand.

Early in this little volume I re-
ferred to the great separation
passage in II John. Let me quote

SO OSNSRRRZ

“Look to yourselves, that we ’o‘
lose not those things which wew
have wrought; but that we re—>.<
ceive a full reward.” :g:

What do we lose if we fail to»gl
practice the Bible principle of § ’o‘
separation? John’s answer is that § m
we lose our work, “those things ¥ s
which we have wrought” It 1s’:‘
only as we teach our people to be § 3
biblical separatists that we canw
preserve our work. There are’:‘
hundreds of churches across ourm
nation which were once greatw
fundamental works. However,:&:
the people did not know the basic :i:
principles These churches arew
now in the grip of new evangeh—’:‘
calism. Some of them are onm
their way to reunion with thet:l
apostasy from which they once’:‘
separated. If the pastors whow
were used of God to build thosel:l
works were to return to thelr’:‘
pulpits they would pronounce@
anathema on what they woul I:l
see. Is it worthwhile to practlce’:‘
the axioms of separation? Yes. m
It is the only way to keep froml:l
losing our work in this genera—’:‘

Pat
tion or the next. Q%

“The Lord is My Shepherd” k3
The oriental shepherd was always| &
ahead of his sheep. He was down in | %
front. Any attack upon them had to| &
Now God is| %

down in front. He is in the tomorrows. It | &

take him into account.

is tomorrow that fills men with dread. K
God is there already. All the tomor- :::
rows of our life have to pass Him before |
they can get to us. K

Pt
FB.Mevyer | &

e Yaveviw, T Yoo Y4 T4
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Teacting Tipo by Doris Peppard
The Missing Parts

It's really rather simple: pick up a book, read it, put the book back on the shelf. Right?
Well, for children learning to read well, a reading strategy must be taught incrementally. Initially
children learn to read by being taught to sound out words, to phrase the words orally, and then
learn to put expression into their oral reading. Often reading instruction ends there — after all, the
students can read! Once that initial process is learned, we must continue teaching students to
utilize the following strategy: PREPARE — READ — RESPOND. This strategy will help children
become better readers and usually begins once students are ready to move beyond the functional
reading stage. Instruction must continue to be developed throughout the high school level. The
two parts to the reading strategy that are often overlooked are the first and the third steps.

PREPARE: This step helps students learn to read with understanding and purpose.

READ:

RESPOND: This step teaches our students to reflect on what they have read and to make it

meaningful to them.
PREPARE to read:

Identify the author and the work

Make predictions about the story

Establish a personal purpose for reading the story (This requires a masterful teacher to help

students move beyond the “I'm reading it because | have to” purpose.)

Pre-read the story — look at the illustrations, cover, introduction, etc.

Activate your previous knowledge about the topic

Raise questions in your mind about the story
RESPOND to the reading requires:

Reflecting on the story or book —

Take time to connect the story to yourself.

Relate the story to something important

Ask specific questions about what you’ve read

Review the story —

Immediately make judgments about issues in the story

Review the “facts™ of the story — names, dates, places, etc.

Answer any questions about the story
All subjects — except Mathematics — utilize reading with understanding and these strategies will
help your students develop better reading skills.

Students who learn this strategy will be better equipped to understand their reading of library
books, encyclopedias, newspapers and most importantly of all, the Scripture. Since this is vitally
important to our students’ spiritual growth, we must not overlook the importance of continuing
to teach our students to not only improve their reading skills, but to read actively to aid
comprehension and pleasure in reading. Reading is a skill and can be improved with these three
ingredients: a desire to improve, some good instruction or advice, and practice, practice, practice!

Q
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A defining element of modern
“conservative evangelicalism” is
their desire for “unity.” The prayer
of Jesus to God in John 17 was,
“that they may be one”. Being one
with someone is not the very same
as evangelical “unity.” Jesus de-
fined His terms clearly: “That they
all may be one; “as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee”. He also
prayed: “Sanctify them through
thy truth”. Oneness means sancti-
fied believers who are one with
God are also one with each other.
Two believers who both have the
mind of Christ will be one with
each other. This is a condition Je-
sus believed was produced by
God; hence, He did not command
his disciples to pursue it, He asked
God for it. Oneness is not some-
thing man is to manufacture in
order to evangelize, have more
influence, or any other reason.

Men seek unity and often site John
17 as their basis. Unity as defined
and practiced by evangelicals does
not resemble the oneness men-
tioned in Jesus’ prayer. Under this
evangelical ‘unity’ charismatics,
Roman Catholics, liberals, et al.
gather around the ecumenical
campfire singing “We are One in
the Spirit” as the strange fire burns
and the mixed multitude cele-
brates.

New evangelical Unity was de-
fined by Billy Graham in 1949:
“Fourteen years ago, down in the
city of Charlotte, North Carolina,
the ministers of our town forgot
their_differences; the laymen, to-

Spotlight on Contemporary Issues
1949 Forgetting Their Differences
by Curtis Sluss

gether with the ministers, held a
city-wide  evangelistic ~ cam-
paign.”* Forgetting differences is
not what Jesus had in mind when
He prayed. Forgetting differences
is Satan’s counterfeit for Biblical
oneness. | may ‘forget’ that you
do not believe in the virgin birth;
that does not produce oneness!

Even back then, Billy Graham em-
braced the belief that evangelism
was enhanced by unity. He seems
to have believed that if lost people
see Christians in ‘unity’ they are
more likely to get saved. He men-
tioned it was unity in a Mordecai
Ham meeting in 1936 that led him
to be saved. .the ministers of our
town forgot their differences...”
That was in 1936! A time where
differences were worth fighting
for! Back then the battle raged
over the deity of Christ, the inspi-
ration of the Bible and other
‘Differences’. He saw unity as a
means to revival: “When we join
hands and the gospel is preached
under the anointing and power of
the Holy Ghost, revival comes "2
Billy Graham’s new evangelical
attitude elevating unity above
truth, purity and separation as de-
manded in Scripture was fully re-
vealed by 1957 during his New
York crusade where he rejected
the sponsorship of only fundamen-
tal churches, but instead accepted
the sponsorship of all the church-
es. Reverend Martin Luther King
(who did not consider himself a
fundamentalist) was asked by Gra-
ham to deliver a prayer during the
crusade, praying for "a war-less

world and for a brotherhood that
transcends race or color.”

It is a sad truth that even though
some people questioned Billy Gra-
ham’s compromising position,
most remained silent because he
was so successful (i.e. large num-
bers of converts, a belief that the
end justifies the means).

When Billy Graham left New
York it was obvious he had ‘unity’
with just about anyone who
claimed to be a Christian. In a few
short years he invited Oral Rob-
erts to speak at the Berlin congress
and he was a guest speaker at Bel-
mont Abby, a Roman Catholic
school. He apparently ‘forgot’
about the infallibility of the pope,
being saved by praying to Mary
and many other Roman Catholic
heresies.

Where does man-made ‘unity’
take us? Not to the sweet fellow-
ship with mutual lovers of truth
expressed in John 17 but to a
counterfeit that will produce the
praise of the world (all men will
speak well of you); but will bank-
rupt true spirituality and grieve a
holy God. Q

1 Revival in Our Time, Van
Kampen Press Wheaton, Illinois,
1950 p 78

2 Ibid p 79
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(Continued from page 4 - Forward with Change)
should live soberly, righteously
and godly in this present world;
Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. These things speak, and
exhort, and rebuke with all au-
thority. Let no man despise thee.”
There is no question here that the
Gospel and Biblical Separation
(Purity) go together.

Again the two doctrines are
meshed beautifully in II Thessa-
lonians 3:1-7, “Finally, breth-
ren, pray for us, that the word
of the Lord may have free
course, and be glorified, even
as it is with you: And that we
may be delivered from unrea-
sonable and wicked men: for
all men have not faith. But the
Lord is faithful, who shall
stablish you, and keep you
Jrom evil. And we have confi-
dence in the Lord teaching
you, that ye both do and will
do the things which we com-
mand you. And the Lord di-
rect your hearts into the love
of God, and into the patient
waiting for Christ.” Now no-
tice what Paul says as his first
command to the Thessalonians
after he says that he has confi-
dence that they will do the things
which he commands, “Now we
you,
the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye
yourselves from every brother
that walketh disorderly, and

command brethren, in

withdraw

not after the tradition which
he received of us. For your-

selves know how ye ought to
follow us: for we behaved not
ourselves disorderly among

you....”

You cannot dismiss the Word of
God on this issue. The Gospel and
the Biblical Doctrine of Separa-
tion are not in conflict, they
mesh and blend harmoniously
together. Only compromisers find
tension and reject Biblical sepa-
ration because it goes against
their nature and their agenda.

Another observation, the com-
promiser has a hard time admit-
ting his compromise. The com-
promiser seeks to justify his trim-
ming to seek favor of those from
whom he should be withdrawing.
To date, Dr. Olson has not ad-
mitted publicly that he has
changed his mind about his view
of Charismatics. As a matter of
fact, he wrote recently, the fol-
lowing on his blog: “I can visit a
church on Sunday morning, fellow-
ship with believers, love what I am
seeing, encourage fellow believers in
what they are doing — and still
choose not to join that particular
local assembly.” 2 By this he sug-
gests that the theology and prac-
tice of a local Charismatic church
is no longer a point of debate or
departure from the faith. The
Northland International Univer-
sity handbook states that they
do not cooperate with Charismat-
ics (2011-2013 Handbook availa-
ble online). Yet clearly there is a
conflict. How is this possible?
Again, Jehoshaphat comes to
mind. When the Prophet Jehu

Page 9

came to see him, he said, accord-
ing to II Chronicles 19:2,
“Shouldest thou help the un-
godly, and love them that hate
the LORD?” Jehoshaphat, ac-
cording to God, (this was not just
Jehu's opinion about the situa-
tion) was helping the ungodly
and loving them that hated God.
Yet Jehoshaphat thought in his
own mind that he was doing a
good thing. There was a conflict!
Who was right and who was
wrong? The compromiser always
justifies his position as being
good and helpful and tries to
with “biblical lan-
(“unconditional

back it up
guage” love”,
“its all about the Gospel”, “we’re

29 66

reaching out in love”, “unity and

cooperation for the cause of
Christ”, among many other catch

words and phrases).

World Magazine (August 25,
2012 edition) recently published
an article by Marvin Olasky enti-
tled, Soaping the Slippery
Slope, in which he culls from
two recently released books on
the topic of the decline of once-
Christian colleges(Beloit College,
Dartmouth, Syracuse University,
Vanderbilt,
into bastions of unbelief. The two
books, The Soul of the Ameri-
can__ University, by George
Marsden and The Dying of the
Light: The Disengagement of
Colleges and _ Universities
Jrom their Christian Church-
es, by James Burtchaell, chroni-

Northwestern, etc.)

cle the demise of once Christian
colleges when they moved from
theologically conservative stanc-
es to liberal stances. Olasky dis-

(Continued on page 10)
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tills the two books into three cen-
tral messages: (1) Follow the
money, (2) Watch the college
president, (3) See what the col-
lege does with Darwin. Olasky
does an admirable job illustrating
from the knowledge he gleaned
from the two books how once
Christian colleges took deliberate,
though seemingly small steps of
change because of financial pres-
sures, cultural pressures, compro-
mising college presidents and the
of

thought. Marvin Olasky's article

acceptance evolutionary
is a wake-up call for our Chris-
tian college and university presi-
dents who are pushing change.

I pray that Dr. Olson will step
back from his compromise and
get back to what Northland used
to stand for and train students to
live godly, separated lives stand-
ing firmly on the foundation of
the Holy Bible. He is not alone in
his compromise though. We are

witnessing several

“Fundamental” colleges trim-
ming their way to seek favor
with the Federal government,
favor with compromising pastors
and churches, and favor with the
culture. It has been my experi-
ence that admissions of change
and wrong-headed thinking are
hard to come by once the moves
and changes are made, and we
will probably witness the demise
of several more “Fundamental”
colleges and universities into the

mire of compromise. God save

us! Q

1 http//gbcphilly.com/our-teaching
for an overview of their teachings
including the sign gifts.

2 matthewrolson.com — What Real-
ly Matters Most Series and Lou

Martuneac's
www.indefenseofthegospel.blogspot.com

for links to Dr. Olson's comments
on Grace Bible Church  of Phil-
adelphia
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[ and it is to be used for the glory of
God, not for vain or self-clevating

purposes.

0 That is what the fool does as the last 0
Q part of our proverb tells us: “the Q
heart  of

foolishness.”

fools
The
translated for us as

proclaimeth
Hebrew word
"proclaim"
[I means the idea of accosting afj
g person, it means to call out by name,
to preach, to pronounce, to publish.
The fool does not wait until he is
asked.
[ himself forward in order to get his

He accosts. He pushes
nfoolishness proclaimed. He desires
notice! That is what he is after! He
opens up his heart without prudence.
He tries to teach when he ought to
[ be the student.

than being instructed.

He instructs rather

Valueless

n Our world is filled with foolish talk
modern communication tools
forth

express

have  brought endless
opportunities  to
thought of the heart. The fool can

now proclaim foolishness so that the g

Ewhole world can hear. Lord deliver

every

us from such drivel!

So God in this proverb has given us
E another distinguishing mark in |
which to identify the fool, “the heart
of fools proclaimeth foolishness.” A
Christian ought not to have this
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* % “Hello. My name is Lully — Lully
:Lamb. Folks think that is an odd
* name for a little lamb, but my
:Mother named me that because
:she heard that a ‘lull’ was quiet
* calm, like a break from noise and
*confusmn Most of the time I
* think that I live up to my name.
:I m pretty quiet and stay fairly
:close to my Mother or my
* shepherd. He is very good to me.
* Sometimes when I don’t obey as |
* should, he scolds me, but I know
x he still loves me.’

22 %

% “Now you and I both know that

x little lambs, big sheep and other
x animals cannot talk, at least not
% ‘people’ talk. But if we could, we
* would have a lot to tell you. R1ght
xnow, [ would tell you what
* happened the other night. I mean
* it was the most exciting time in
* my whole life and in my friends’

* % lives, toor It had been a most
* unusual day. Most days our little
* town of Bethlehem, not far from
x % Jerusalem, is qulet and very
* Y¥seldom anything exciting
* ¥ happens. But that day, there was
* ¥ all kind of traffic and commotion
* in town. My Mother said she
*heard that the King made a law
* % that everyone had to go to their
* ¥ hometown to sign up and pay their
X taxes. I asked her what taxes are.

X She looked at me as if I had two
H heads as if everyone knows what
* taxes are! She said, ‘It is money
Xpeople have to pay the
X government on anything and
X everything they own — land and
X property of any kind. And our
X master has to pay whatever the tax
% collector demands, fair or not!”

*

X “Well, that didn’t sound good to
X me, but I’'m just a lamb. 1 don’t
X know much about the world yet.
zAnyway the town was full of

o ** %

22622 %

af the Moving
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0
%)
=

26263 2 4 24 2 242626 3 2 2 % %

people and they just kept coming.
Our master owns an inn, like a
hotel, (I suppose he has to pay
taxes on it, too). Anyway, people
just kept coming and looking for a
place to stay. He had people in
every hallway and cubbyhole,
until he finally shut the door and

put out a sign, ‘NO
VACANCY!””
“By now, the town was so

crowded and restless that even we
animals were getting uneasy. We
were trying to settle down for the
night, when our master appeared
at our stable door. He never
comes out late unless one of us is
sick, so I knew something must be
wrong. He had a small lamp. It
was so dim I couldn’t see very
well, but he brought in a man, who
was leading a little donkey
carrying a young lady on his back.
My master just kept saying that he
was sorry but that this stable was
the best he could do for them. I
don’t know why he said that. [
think our stable is very fine, thank

2

you.

“The man, whose name was
Joseph, helped his wife down
from the donkey. He called her
Mary and spread some clean straw
for her to lie on. We animals
backed out of the way or walked
out into the yard to give them
room. The master’s wife and
daughter brought out some water
and covers for them. Oh, you’ll
never guess what it was all about,
so I'll just tell you! Right there in
our stable a little baby boy was
born! I heard a little wail and then
another one! Believe me, I paid
attention! I never had heard a
baby cry before! The mother and
father were so happy! The mother
wrapped the baby in some long

LULLY LAMB’S FIRST

CHRISTMAS
by “Aunt Carolyn”

strips of cloth that they make for:
new babies’ protection. Everyone *
was so excited! Even we animals *
seemed to catch the joy. Old*
friend cow mooed, and it seemed %
she couldn’t quit. Our donkeyz
brayed and the little donkey the ¥
mother had ridden on began:
braying, too. They made quite az
duetr Then we sheep and all the ¥
other animals joined the chorus!
What a night!”

*******

“Just when I thought things were x
quieting down, some shepherds, I*
mean real ones that live out in the X
wind and weather, came running x
in almost out of breath, anxious to x
see that new baby! Joseph said,
‘How did you know about our x
baby? No one has sent out any x
birth announcements!’ ”

2202 2 4 4 4 %

222 2 2 2

““Ah, you don’t have to!’ the*
shepherds exclaimed. ‘The angels ¥
of Heaven have announced Hlsi
birtht If you had been there, % *
you’d have been afraid like we ¥
were. We were warming 1
ourselves near our little ﬁre*
watching our sheep as usual, when ¥ *
suddenly the angel of the Lord*
appeared and the glory of the Lord *
was all around us! The angel*
announced the birth of the*
promised Savior, Christ the Lord! ¥
Then the whole sky was full of ¥ x
angels, a multitude of angels ¥ x
praising God! Real angels! Oh, 1t*
was wonderful! Have you ever ¥
seen the angels? It was too X
marvelous to describe! But they ¥
told us to come here, that we X

would find Him lying in a}
manger!”” I

X
““Well,”” the shepherds*

continued, ‘As soon as the angels ¥
were gone, we hurried to see for ¥
(Continued on page 12) :

*

* *
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* (Continued from page 11 - Lully Lamb)

* ourselves! Sure enough, there He
% lies, the Baby, the Savior of the
¥ world: 1t’s a miracle!” ”

%

* “‘A miracle, indeed!’ Joseph
* breathed. ‘This miracle Baby is
% the Son of God!” The shepherds
:could not stop praising and
% glorifying God! After a while,
% they left to go back to their flocks
Xand to tell everyone they saw
X about the Savior’s birth!™

*

*

X “Like I said, we animals may not
X be able to talk, but I’ll tell you,

%

even though we tried not to wake
that precious Baby, you never
have heard such a joyous chorus of
barnyard critters! Just think! The
Lamb of God, the one and only
sacrificial Lamb, who came to
give His life for sin ‘once for all,
was born that night in our stable!
You see, my Mother explained
that after the true Lamb of God
would give His life on Calvary for
the sin of the world, no more little
lambs like me would ever again
have to be sacrificed for people’s
sins. Of course, you know that
was good news to me, but it is

even better news to boys and girls %
who realize they are sinners, *
because now they don’t have to *
suffer eternal death for their sin in *
hell. If they will conféss their sin *
and believe on the Lord Jesus *
Christ as the only Savior, they can *
be saved and someday go to *
Heaven to live with Him forever! :
My mother said that is the best ¥
Christmas story anyone could ever *
hear, and you know how wise my %

{ *
Mother is!” X
x

“So have a blessed Christmas!” ¥
*

Q%

* *
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Special Books make Special Gifts

The Most Holy Place - (C.H. Spurgeon) $22.50 (reg. 30.00)
The Child’s Story Bible - (Catherine Vos) - $20.60 (reg. 27.50)
o o A Laysman Looks at the Lovd’s Prayer (Phillip Keller) s10.49 (reg. 13.99)
¢ Parenting - One Chance to Do It Right (E. Allen Griffith) s9.70 (reg. 12.95)
Order at www.childrensbibleclub.com

“Books are looms that weave the garments to dress the soul.”
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