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 Some 300 years before Christ, 
Aristotle said, “Music directly rep-
resents the passions of the soul.” 
Martin Luther referred to music as 
“the handmaiden of the Gospel.” 
What a great word picture! Few 
would deny that music is every-
where…and music is powerful. 
Biblicists hold that music is a 
unique gift from God, given for the 
purpose of exalting Him and giving 
His name glory—in short, music is 
for worship which flows from a 
redeemed, Spirit-filled heart 
(Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians 
3:16).  
 Satan consistently does all he 

(Continued on page 9) 

“The hoary [grey] head is a 
crown of glory [splendor], if it be 
in the way of righteousness.” 
Proverbs 16:31 
 
In Bible days, there was a 
profound respect for older 
people. In most societies of the 
world, there remains great 
respect for the aged. This respect 
can be summed up by the people 
of the Bariba tribe of West Africa 
who told me many times, “The 
old people are our wise ones, we 
listen to them.” In my own 
personal life, I can remember 
many older people who were a 
special blessing to me.  
 
There are a few important 
advantages of getting older: 
 
1. Age brings experience; 
experience brings better 
judgment and perspective of 
matters. 
2. Age brings maturity, which 
brings a greater stability in life. 
3. Age brings objectivity, which 
helps to look at life with less 
emotional upheaval and better 
consideration of others. It is very 
important to take an objective 
look at aging. 

 
The Perils of Old Age 

 
First, old age has its regrets.  
Anticipation is the drive of youth, 
and regrets are the possession of 
old age. Most people, at one 
time or another have wished 
they could recall some things of 
yesterday. All would like to recall 
some wrong decisions made in 
the past. However, these are 
gone forever and is one of the 
regrets of old age. Many posit, “I 
wish I had lived a better Christian 
life than I did.”  
 
Secondly, old age has its 
limitations. Old age no longer 
allows the taking up of tasks that 
were done with ease in youth. 
This is a source of 
embarrassment to most older 
people. Eyes become dim, ears 
dull, breath short, heart faint, 
hands unsteady, and memory 
failing, describe the situation. 
 
Thirdly, old age has its enemies.  
A poll was done some time ago 
among senior citizens which 
revealed that the three greatest 
enemies of the elderly were: 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Projector is a fundamentalist publication that seeks to 

“project the light of the Word of God on the issues of the day.”  It 
desires to honor Christ by articulating a clear testimony for 

Biblical separation from error in these last days as God’s answer 
to the deepening apostasy of the visible church.  

 

 America is in a state of upheaval.  The corrupt 
minority agitators, who are the loudest, have shaped 
the agenda of the majority in this country for far too 
long. The majority is always having to respond to the 
ruckus caused by a relatively small minority. This has 
been happening for a hundred years, not decades as 
some would reason. 
 Think about it. It was one vocal man who intro-
duced the teaching of evolution. It was a small mi-
nority of vocal educators in universities in Boston, 
New York and Chicago who influenced the curricu-
lum of American public-school education in the early 
1920’s to promote secular humanism. Now, the clev-
er deception of secular humanism has completely 
taken over the government, media, and public edu-
cation sectors. It has infiltrated the visible church so 
strongly that many churches differ little in their be-
liefs and teachings from the humanist views of the 
world.  
 It has been a relatively small group of vocal film 
and television producers who have desensitized 
America over time to immorality and sodomy. You 
have heard of pre-code Hollywood in the filmmaking 
industry in the 1920’s and 30’s? They introduced nu-
dity, sensuality, and immorality to the American and 
world culture.  Pornography now grips the minds of 
millions due to the proliferation of filth via print, tel-
evision, and internet mediums. Because of the delib-
erate actions of a corrupt minority, America has be-
come less civil, less moral, less rational, less govern-
able, less like a nation and more like a wild animal.  
The book of Daniel forecasted this end time realiza-
tion of animal-like nations long ago. 

 As a minister of Christ, I want our national lead-
ers to maintain public order, so that we who possess 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ might have the liberty to 
communicate a different vision, that of national 
awakening through individual repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ. I believe this understanding to be in 
harmony with the Scriptures. We read, “I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 2:1–4). 
 The Scriptures will open your eyes to the ram-
pant deception around us and help you open the 
eyes of others who fall for the deception of secular 
humanism, and point them to the eternal hope of 
Jesus Christ. It will teach you how to take your 
thoughts captive in obedience to Christ and live a life 
of joy, peace, and obedience to God. The Bible and 
the Holy Spirit can help you live a life of joy and 
peace as the world continues to spin out of control. 
 We need to be asking ourselves some tough 
questions. Where are we in the scope of history? As 
a nation, we are 241 years old. This year has revealed 
just how shaky our nation is. Our Constitution is now 
being questioned because it was written by what 
radical leftists call, “white nationalists.” Sadly, that 
will be one of the excuses for the setting aside of the 
Constitution.  The cracks and fissures of what we 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 Ministry today can often be a 
daunting and even discouraging task. 
With the current spiritual decline in 
our American culture, reactions to 
God’s Word have ranged from apathy 
to anger and hardness. As servants of 
God, what should our response be as 
the world increases its disregard for 
the truth? Should God’s people spend 
their time bemoaning the “apostasy,” 
focusing on how bad everything has 
become, or should God’s people focus 
on God’s Word and truth, faithfully 
continue to herald it amidst a lost 
world?  
 In the days of Judah’s apostasy, a 
similar quandary arose in the mind of 
the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah had 
been called to root out, pull down, de-
stroy, throw down, build, and plant 
(1:10). Perhaps his perception of how 
the Lord would use his ministry caused 
him to be surprised when the people 
rejected the Word of God. After all the 
imprecatory messages, the prophet 
hoped that the people would repent 
and return, but time after time, their 
rejection grew deeper. In chapter 15, 
the Lord “seals the deal,” proclaiming 
that even if the great intercessors Mo-
ses and Samuel stood and pleaded for 
the nation, Jehovah would not hear. 
After this proclamation (15:1-9), Jere-
miah raises his lament to the Lord be-
cause in the prophet’s eyes, the 
preaching in hopes of repentance was 
not working. God would still judge the 
nation.  
 Because the response of the peo-
ple was different from what the proph-
et expected, some bitterness and dis-

appointment had sprung up in the 
prophet’s heart. This bitterness ex-
tended from three areas that are re-
vealed in 15:10-18. 
 First, Jeremiah was bitter that the 
world was against him. In verse 10, the 
prophet bemoans the fact that every-
one curses him, and in verse 15, he 
mentions the persecutors and the re-
sultant suffering. Jeremiah was preach-
ing the truth to these stubborn and 
sinful people, simply doing what God 
had asked him to, and the result was 
suffering and cursing. People who are 
in rebellion and apostasy turn on those 
who speak the truth, and Jeremiah was 
facing persecution and mockery be-
cause of his message. 
 Second, Jeremiah was bitter be-
cause the people did not respond to 
the Word of God. Even though the 
message was sweet to Jeremiah, it was 
not to the hearers who began to de-
ride and mock the Word (verses 16-
17). Again, perhaps Jeremiah hoped 
that the nation would respond posi-
tively, causing a great revival to sweep 
through the land as the people could 
be restored to Jehovah. What a disap-
pointment when they took the mes-
sages of warning and became scoffers. 
In Jeremiah’s eyes, what is the point of 
ministering to a people who despise 
the message of truth? 
 Third, Jeremiah was bitter because 
none of this was “his fault.” Through-
out his ministry, the prophet had com-
mitted nothing illegal (verse 10) and 
even separated from those who 
mocked and rejected God’s Word 
(verse 17). He makes the point clear in 
verse 15 that the suffering and perse-
cution was for the Lord’s sake. How 
quickly God’s servants can become 
bitter when faithfulness in the ministry 
results in suffering and persecution.  

 Even though it is easy to look at 
this situation and criticize the prophet, 
the reality is that all of us who serve in 
the ministry can fall into a similar trap. 
After working hard in the ministry, 
hoping to reach people with the Gos-
pel or helping saints to grow in Christ, 
the rejection, worldliness, and stub-
bornness of this present age is often 
disheartening. Rejection of God’s Word 
and the hostility of the world, howev-
er, should not cause God’s servants to 
lose heart. Rather, the progression of 
evil should cause us to increase our 
faithfulness and allegiance to the cause 
of Christ. When our focus is on the re-
sults and numbers rather than on the 
faithful proclamation of God’s Word, 
disappointment and subsequent bitter-
ness can begin to sneak into our 
hearts.  
 At the end of the chapter, God 
speaks with a gentle rebuke that re-
minds Jeremiah that God’s plan and 
purpose extends beyond our vision. 
God understands that we are limited 
and human, but He still desires that we 
minister the Word of God faithfully. In 
verse 19, Jehovah tells the prophet 
that if he will separate the precious 
from the vile, then his mouth would be 
as the mouth of God. This was the orig-
inal purpose of the prophet; at the be-
ginning of his ministry, Jeremiah’s 
mouth had been touched by the hand 
of God so that God’s words would be 
spoken. However, bitterness and disap-
pointment began to hinder the minis-
try of speaking the Word. As God’s 
servants, the goal is to speak what God 
wants us to speak, but to do that, the 
precious has to be separated from the 
vile. In other words, keep the bitter-
ness of heart about results (the vile) 
separated from the Word of God (the 
precious).  

God’s Response to Ministry’s Disappointment 
by Pastor Adam Watt 

FOCUS  ON 

RELIGION 
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“For such an high priest became 
us [is fitting to us], who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher 
than the heavens (Hebrews 7:26). 
 
There is much confusion in Fun-
damentalism today concerning 
what the Word of God teaches 
regarding separation. All would 
agree that Fundamentalists should 
have no dealings with those who 
deny the cardinal doctrines of the 
Scriptures: that is, the plenary ver-
bal inspiration and absolute au-
thority of the Scriptures, the deity 
of Christ, His death on the cross 
in behalf of sinners, His bodily 
resurrection from the dead, and 
His coming again to set up His 
kingdom and rule on this earth for 
a thousand years. We heartily 
agree that separation from apos-
tates, who deny these basic doc-
trines, is the primary aspect of 
Biblical separation; however, sep-
aration as taught in the Scriptures 
is much more than the endorse-
ment of a creed – it is a spirit, an 
attitude, a sentiment, a mindset 
that insists upon purity in faith 
and practice in all relationships, 
affinities, and alliances. 
 
This accord is one of spirit and 
crosses denominational and sec-
tarian lines. The fear of God plays 
a vital role in Biblical separation, 
as true believers draw back in ter-
ror at the thought of offending a 
Holy God. Those who truly love 
God desire above everything else 
to please Him and desire to avoid 
whatever may be grievous or ob-
jectionable to Him.  With the 

Apostle Paul, we need to ask our-
selves the question, “For do I now 
persuade [seek the favor of] men, 
or God? Or do I seek to please 
men? For if I yet pleased men, I 
should [would] not be the servant 
of Christ” (Gal. 1:10). 
 
SEPARATION AND PURITY 
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 
“Wherefore come out from among 
them [unbelievers], and be ye sep-
arate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Al-
mighty. Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthi-
ness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness [separation] in 
the fear of God (II Cor. 6:17, 18: 
7:1). 
 
Two things stand out clearly in 
this passage, which contains the 
fullest and clearest teaching on 
separation in the New Testament. 
(1) Separation is tied clearly to 
purity of flesh and spirit. (2) The 
appeal to separation is based on 
our relationship to the Father, do-
ing that which pleases Him and 
makes us acceptable in His eyes. 
Separation is that which keeps us 
pure by the elimination of impure 
influences, from negative stand-
point, and on a positive note 
makes us acceptable to the Father.  
Separation is always from the un-
desirable and unto the desirable: 
from sin and unto God. Both are 
necessary. It is interesting that in 

this passage, as in others, the 
“from” comes before the “unto.”  
Obviously, the desire to be ac-
ceptable to the Father must be the 
impulse to move us to separation; 
however, the act of separating 
must take place before the Father 
is pleased to receive us and claim 
us as sons and daughters. Obvi-
ously, here Paul is speaking to 
believers. 
 
SEPARATION AND PURITY 
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 
The account of the Nazarite’s sep-
aration unto the Lord is given to 
us in chapter six in Numbers. 
There was first the decision to 
take upon one’s self the vow of a 
Nazarite and then there was the 
execution of the three vows: (1) 
“separate himself from wine and 
strong drink” v. 3; (2) no razor 
was to come upon his head during 
the days of his vow, v. 5; (3) sepa-
rate himself from contact with any 
dead body, v. 6. The Scripture 
then says in verse 8, “All the days 
of his separation he is holy unto 
the Lord.” The Nazarite vow of 
separation had to do with purity, 
and any violation of that purity (v. 
12) required a sacrifice for his sin 
and the loss of those days that 
went before. The Nazarite vows 
of separation unto the Lord were 
concerned with purity. 
 
Separation in the Scriptures con-
stantly reminds us of our need for 
purity to be properly related to 
God. Christ’s sacrifice provides 
the only purity that is acceptable 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Why Separation? 
 

By the Founding Editor, Dr. Dayton Hobbs 
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Proverb Practicals 

by Ludwig Opager 

 

Proverbs 4:14-17, “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 

Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. For they sleep not, except they have done 

mischief; and their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. For they eat the bread 

of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.”  
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 This is the careful 

instruction of an impassioned 

father. It is the plea of a father 

who purposefully places 

burdens upon his son which 

will place him in good stead 

for life.  

 When I was a little boy, 

many years ago, my father 

and mother taught me truths 

that I have borne throughout 

my life.  In my early years, 

t h e s e  t r u t h s  s e e m e d 

burdensome and heavy to 

carry. However, when I came 

to know Christ, the burdens 

passed on to me became 

lighter and a joy to bear.  

 This Proverbs’ father is 

careful to load his son with 

that which will hopefully 

become precious to his son. 

These burdens, if carried 

faithfully, will bring light to his 

pathway. 

 So, he begins by warning 

his son about to whom he 

listens. “Who will be your 

instructors, my son? Who will 

command your ear?” Much of 

his son’s conclusions will be 

based upon his understanding 

of his own heart. How does he 

view his own heart? Does he 

see it as the Bible sees it? If he 

is humble he will. Does he 

understand that in himself 

dwells no good thing?  Does 

he realize that his heart is 

deceitful and desperately 

wicked? Will a correct view of 

his heart cause him to ask, 

“What harm is there if this or 

that path is chosen?” Will he 

seek to experiment with evil? 

This father is forward thinking 

and deeply concerned for the 

future welfare of his son. 

 It is clear that this 

Proverbs’ father takes a 

Biblical, authoritative position 

that experimentation with 

wickedness and evil is 

lawlessness against God. 

“Avoid the evil path, do not 

even go near the path, son!”  

The father knows the 

seriousness of the instruction 

for it may be a matter of life or 

death for his son. This father 

knows that the path of the 

wicked, the way of evil men 

will be presented to his son. 

He knows that his son will 

have choices to make and he 

intends to shew his son that 

right choices made early will 

put him in good stead for the 

future. He knows he has but 

limited time to arm his son 

against the wiles of the Devil.  

 “Son, as you go along the 

way of life you will be faced 

with the enticing path of the 

wicked. It will be before you 

and present you with alluring 

sights that are designed to 

entice you to enter its path.” 

The godly father knows the 

Scriptures which admonish, 

“…but I would have you wise 

unto that which is good, and 

s i m p l e  c o n c e r n i n g 

evil” (Romans 16:19). 

Experimentation with the 

world is not the wise pathway 

for his son. 

 Modern media is so 

successful with youth because 

it caters mainly to the eye 

gate. The heart of man is 

geared toward outward 

appearances. Substance 

matters little to society these 

days. It is all about 

appearances. Sophisticated 

forms of hypocrisy exist 

because of this fascination 

with outward appearances. 

Someone has said that, “We 

will never again elect a homely 

president for all candidates 

must pass the appearance test 

as they project themselves on 

television and the internet.”  It 

is no longer the most 

qualified, but the most 

handsome or pretty who will 

represent us. Mankind looks 

on the outward appearance, 

but God looks on the heart. 

The devil is using this 

“ o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e 

principle” to fully promote his 

end-time cause. The godly 

father knows this and instructs 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Fears; 2) Worry; 3) Loneliness. 
 
Fears can be categorized: 1) 
Undisguised Fears. These are the 
ordinary fears of life. From 
childhood to old age, there are 
fears such as darkness, not being 
accepted, failure, etc. 2) 
Unexpected Fears. These are 
fears of that which comes 
suddenly with little time to 
prepare: death, physical attacks, 
health issues, etc. Someone has 
said that 85% of our fears and 
worries never happen. However, 
these fears are just as real. 
 
Lack of security is a real problem 
among the aging. Politicians love 
to play on this fear when Social 
Security or Medicare is debated 
in Congress. Worrying becomes 
more acute with age and 
politicians know this. Illness, 
incapacitation, becoming a 
burden to others are more 
pronounced with age and 
financial, medical, and physical 
security all are on the minds of 
the aging. In addition, insecurity 
is compounded when loneliness 
is a fact. Loneliness is a real 
experience of many, particularly 
when there has been the loss of a 
loved one. There are many helps 
in the Word of God for these 
enemies, which we will see later. 
Fourthly, old age has its pitfalls. 
As we grow older, care must be 
exercised to guard against several 
pitfalls.  The pitfall of bitterness 
for example. Frustrations can 
result in disappointment resulting 
in bitterness. Bitterness then 
feeds on self-pity and the result is 

a bitter elderly individual who no-
one can endure.  God’s grace is 
certainly sufficient according to II 
Cor. 12:9.  
 
The pitfall of “fault finding” and 
“complaining” can become 
chronic in old age. Complaining 
and fault finding can be caused 
by wrong attitudes and 
assumptions to inconvenience, 
discomforts, a subjective view of 
self, and with the lack of 
consideration of others. Living 
negatively can be a pitfall for the 
elderly. For instance, when one 
always expects the worse in life 
and that things will not work out 
right. This kind of thinking 
becomes self-fulfilling. Care must 
be exercised because these easily 
develop into depression, apathy, 
or defeat. 
 
Then there are the spiritual 
pitfalls in life to guard against as 
well. Noah, after years of 
faithfulness, relapsed. Moses, at 
the close of his ministry, lost his 
temper and was not allowed to 
enter the promised land. Samuel, 
after years of faithful service, 
placed his family interests before 
loyalty to God (I Samuel 8:1-5). 
Solomon, in the later years of his 
life, fell into idolatry because of 
his wanton connections to pagan 
wives and concubines. The 
remedy is found in Jude 20-21. 
 

The Joys of Old Age 
 
An old preacher of 84 years once 
said, “I would not exchange the 
peace of mind, the abiding rest of 
soul, the measure of wisdom I 

have gained from the sweet and 
bitter, and the perplexing 
experiences of life, nor the 
confirmed faith I have in the 
unfailing mercies of God, for all 
the bright and uncertain hopes of 
the youth of today.”   I 
wholeheartedly agree! 
 
John Wesley said there were two 
sorts of ages: 1) The age of the 
body. 2) The age of the mind and 
the human spirit. The first, one 
cannot control, but the latter, 
one can and should control. 
 
Another old saint once gave six 
great lessons on how to maintain 
joy and happiness in old age:  
1) Cultivate an active faith in God, 
and apply all the promises He has 
made to you in His Word 
(Romans 8:28; I Peter 5:7). 
 2) Accept the bitter in life along 
with the sweet, and rejoice in 
both. 3) Keep the heart full of 
love [agape – divine love] for 
everyone. 4) Love and teach your 
grandchildren [phileo – tender 
love]. 5) Pick and keep the right 
kind of friends. 6) Never waste 
time living the past or mourning 
over the failures and losses of 
yesterday. Great Advice! 
 

The Anticipations of Age 
 
The work that Christians do in 
their later years often has a 
spiritual vitality that may be 
stronger than in former years. Sir 
George Birdwood made this 
statement some years ago, “The 
older a man is, so long as he is 
quite fit, the better he should be 

(Continued from page 1 - The Perils) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Teaching Tips                     by Doris Peppard 
REMOVE NOT THE ANCIENT LANDMARKS OF AMERICA 

 
Proverbs 22:28 states, “Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set.”  Israel 

was reminded many times to set up an altar of stones to help them remember significant events in 
their history.  The people of Israel were told to discuss these special events with their children:  “And 
when thy son asketh thee in time to come saying, What mean the testimonies and the statues, and the 
judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded you?  Then thou shalt say unto thy son….” 
Deuteronomy 6:20 – 21a.  God explained that the future generations would need to know their history 
and heritage as well as learn about God Himself.   

This pattern has been followed by most every other nation in the world.  Statues are set up, 
monuments erected, and honor given to those who helped make the country great.  A few rogue 
nations have taken to destroying the heritage of a country by tearing down or blowing up antiquities 
from the past.  This action does not change the history, but it does allow for the next generations to 
“forget” or never learn about their heritage.  For example, we have witnessed ISIS tearing down statues 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.   

Sorry to say, the extreme liberal left in America has also pushed for the tearing down of statues 
related to the 10 Commandments as well as memorials to Confederate Soldiers.  History is being 
trampled upon and many would seek to totally destroy the memory of the past without even learning 
about the heritage of these events.  Take for example, Robert E. Lee.  His statues have been removed 
without those leftist protestors even learning about the man.  If they would take the time to study 
about this man’s legacy, they would learn that he despised slavery.  He wrote about the slave issue by 
denouncing the practice of one man owning another.  He had his wife (George Washington’s 
granddaughter) set her slaves free upon her marriage.  However, none of these facts are discussed.  As 
Christian school teachers we must purposefully teach history to our students.  Granted, we may be 
drowned out by those who would destroy our landmarks, but at least our new generation of citizens 
would know the truth!   

For Thanksgiving Chapel this year, the students of Santa Rosa Christian School will present a 
powerpoint teaching about America’s Ancient Landmarks.  Different elementary classes will read a bit 
about the history of each as a picture is projected on the screen.  It is hoped that our students will 
appreciate and defend America’s Ancient Landmarks and that, like Israel, our newest generation of 
citizens will understand the history behind each one. 

 
America’s Ancient Landmarks 

Early America 
Mayflower      Plymouth Rock 

 Pilgrims in Plymouth Plantation   Native Americans:  Squanto 
 Early Education – One room schoolhouses  War for Independence 
 Sons of Liberty    Lexington – Shot heard “round the world” 
 Declaration of Independence    Constitution 
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know as America are widening 
and you and I had better be pay-
ing attention.  
 The Bible speaks to what is 
happening and I want to show you 
Three Wake-Up Calls from the 
book of Daniel. 
 
Call #1- Every leader and every 
nation eventually gets replaced.  
 
 Daniel Chapter 2 records Neb-
uchadnezzar’s dream—the one 
with the head of gold, the feet of 
clay and so forth. We might get 
caught up in guessing which king-
dom is the clay and what that 
means for the end times. In the 
process, we could miss the point. 
The big idea is that one great 
kingdom follows the next; one 
after another they go until they all 
get crushed into powder by God 
Himself. 
 Is America the most powerful 
nation on the earth today? Think 
back, it was only a 120 years ago 
that the British Empire was the 
most powerful nation on the 
earth. Go back a bit further and it 
would be Spain. Already our his-
torical focus gets a bit blurry. So, 
what about the future, read-
er? Obviously, the United States 
will be replaced. Why? Every king 
and nation eventually gets re-
placed according to Daniel Chap-
ter 2. 
 
Call #2- In the last days, God 
said He will make leaders for na-
tions out of people who are the 
basest of men in order to judge 
those nations.  
 
 Daniel 3:1-25 tells the story of 

the fiery furnace in such a dra-
matic fashion we might miss the 
lesson of the entire story—
Nebuchadnezzar’s charge asking, 
“who is that God that can deliver 
you out of my hands?” (Dan 3:15, 
17). Chapter 4 exposes his incredi-
ble pride (and foolishness) even 
more. Three different times we’re 
told that God rules over all king-
doms and “setteth up over it 
whomsoever He will, and setteth 
up over it the basest of men.” (Dan 
4:17, 25, 32). It isn’t Nebuchadnez-
zar that has power at all—it’s the 
Most High God, El Elyon! But no-
tice this statement that God 
“setteth up over it the basest of 
men” (4:17). Another literal trans-
lation of the Hebrew is “He makes 
leaders out of morally destitute 
men.” 
 Forty-five individuals in Amer-
ican history have managed to be 
President of the United States. As 
citizens, we view these politicians 
as perhaps intelligent, clever, or 
at least connected enough to get 
there. But the Most High God 
doesn’t view it that way. To Him, 
removing a politician is as easy as 
moving a checker on the board. 
He removes one and puts another 
in its place.  
 
Call #3- The nations of the world 
in the end times are compared 
to wild beasts and we must nev-
er forget it.   
 
 Daniel Chapter 7 presents yet 
another of Daniel’s dramatic vi-
sions involving a series of four 
beasts devouring each other. Be-
sides the point that every nation 
gets replaced (i.e. eaten, if you 
would), there’s another serious 

lesson. They’re all beasts, no ex-
ceptions. That gets highlighted 
by the following contrast. The 
One who receives all authority 
(Jesus Christ) is the Son of Man. 
He is not an animal like the rest 
that spend their time devouring 
each other. 
 Another point should be not-
ed: remember that these nations 
were the most sophisticated king-
doms of Daniel’s day with truly 
incredible accomplishments in 
science and philosophy. How does 
God view America that calls itself 
the “leader of the free world?”  
Like every nation of the world, 
we’re broken by sin and wicked-
ness. We’re just one more nation 
in the long, wicked stream of his-
tory, desperately in need of Jesus 
Christ to deliver us from our na-
tional sins.  
 Remember, every king and 
every nation eventually gets re-
placed. In the last days, God says 
He chooses the basest of men to 
put over the beast nations of this 
world. We are witnessing this 
presently. God is still on the 
throne and history is still headed 
the same direction it always has—
the reign of Jesus Christ upon this 
earth in His millennial kingdom. 
Maranatha!         Ω 

(Continued from page 2 - Editor’s Desk) 
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can to pervert genuine worship. 
Satan is providing a number of 
counterfeit sounds and styles un-
der the label of worship music, 
but which have the strong scent of 
entertainment. We could argue 
that “Christian music” is facing its 
greatest challenge in our lifetimes. 
Every believer is affected by the 
world’s cacophony—at least, to 
being desensitized to the distinc-
tion between secular and sacred 
music. And the debate is purpose-
ly rife with subjectivity, as ex-
pressed by these descriptors: 
likes, tastes, opinions, amoral, 
preferences, old, fresh, anointed, 
and gray areas.  
 However, if the Object of wor-
ship has revealed His authoritative 
truth to us (2 Timothy 3:16-17), 
then the principles we seek must 
be found within that revelation 
and summarily applied. Our con-
viction that the Scriptures are the 
sole authority for faith and prac-
tice—including music—is at the 
core of this debate. As Pastor John 
Vaughn notes in the preface to 
Tim Fisher’s The Battle for Chris-
tian Music, “We are in a battle for 
Christian music. It will not be won 
by weak discussions about music; 
it must be fought without retreat 
on the battlefield of Scripture.”1 

Some believers attempt to make a 
case based on weak suppositions, 
such as “contemporary music 
ought to be rejected as new, while 
only the old is trustworthy.” But, 
as Dean Kurtz notes, “To cry out 
against a certain style of music 
because it is different or non-
traditional is not enough. We must 
understand and attempt to emu-
late the kind of worship the Lord is 

seeking. What does He want? 
What is it that will bring Him the 
greatest pleasure?”2 And this, of 
course, brings us back to the 
Word of God. 
 In stark contrast, the contem-
porary Christian music genres 
(now far beyond CCM) have devel-
oped, more than any other rea-
son, because of a flawed subjec-
tive premise—to reach the world, 
you must be like them, meet them 
where they are and use their 
sound. Those who employ the 
world’s sound, style and perfor-
mance methods and wed them 
with Christian lyrics are una-
shamed of this “marriage,” or per-
haps more aptly termed, “musical 
adultery.” “We use the style of 
music the majority of people in our 
church listen to on the radio. They 
like bright, happy, cheerful music 
with a strong beat. Their ears are 
accustomed to music with a 
strong bass line and rhythm. For 
the first time in history, there ex-
ists a universal music style that 
can be heard in every country of 
the world. It’s called contempo-
rary pop/rock.”3 What a delight it 
must be for believers who already 
love the world’s sound to now be 
able to worship God using it! A 
well-known author responds, “Any 
objection to today’s golden calf 
Christianity is met with the reply, 
‘But we are winning them!’ Win-
ning them to what? True disciple-
ship? Self-denial? Holy living? To-
tal commitment to Jesus? It is diffi-
cult in most places to get anyone 
to attend a meeting where the on-
ly attraction is God…There must be 
a clean break with irresponsible, 
amusement-mad, paganized 
Christianity that is being spread all 

over the world by unscriptural 
men using unscriptural methods.” 
The most telling truth about this 
warning is that it was written by A. 
W. Tozer more than sixty years 
ago!  
 To further undergird this shift, 
a growing number of missions 
“specialists” loudly decry any 
effort to “Americanize” the local 
church worship experience in oth-
er lands. They boldly state that 
missionaries have no right to 
change the indigenous culture to 
become something it is not! If 
they clap and sway, so be it! If 
they are animated while singing, 
so be it! Drums?  
 What’s the problem? Indeed, 
forcing a cultural subset (in this 
case, local church worship) on an-
other culture is fraught with prob-
lems. Nonetheless, scriptural 
truths and principles are to inform 
and change culture—not the oth-
er way around. “In a climate of 
extreme multi-culturalism, plural-
ism, and relativism satiated with 
the notion that music is value-
neutral and worldview-free, 
church music has been cut off 
from history, tradition, theology, 
aesthetic norms, and ultimately 
the Word. The result has been a 
breakdown of church music stand-
ards along with a collateral weak-
ening in other areas of life.”4  
 Revisit the texts of John 17:15-
16; Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:15-
17; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; and 
Titus 2:11-14. We are in the world, 
but we are not to be of it! To 
watch the Holy Spirit use the 
Scriptures to save souls and, con-
sequently over time, change cul-
ture by changing hearts toward 
Christlikeness—that is a joy be-

(Continued from page 1 - A Practical Assesment) 
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with God the Father, and our sep-
aration as believers from that 
which would defile us becomes 
our responsibility, revealing our 
desire to be acceptable and pleas-
ing to the Father. This is the spirit 
of separation; the attitude of mind 
and heart that cannot be faked but 
must be genuine. 

 

THE RED HEIFER 
(Numbers 19:1-22) 

 

The account of the red heifer in 
Numbers 19 probably gives us the 
clearest picture of separation as a 
means to purity that we have in 
the Old Testament.  There are 
three requirements in the making 
of the “water of separation” (used 
five times in Chapter 19), and all 
three require cleanliness: (1) a red 
heifer without spot or blemish, v. 
2; (2) a man that is clean, v. 
9,18,19; (3) a place that is clean, 
v. 19. Here we have separation 
and purification tied together 
throughout the chapter expressing 
clearly that the primary thought in 
separation is purity. Ezekiel the 
prophet said as he described the 
temple he saw in his vision of the 
Kingdom-Age, “It had a wall 
round about…to make a separa-

tion between the sanctuary and 
the profane [polluted, debased] 
place” Ezekiel. 42:20). The teach-
ing of separation based on purity 
was a primary responsibility of 
the priest: “And they shall teach 
my people the difference between 
the holy and profane, and cause 
them to discern between the un-
clean and the clean” (Ezekiel 
44:23). 

 

AN INTERESTING  
OBSERVATION 

 

Isn’t it interesting that as impurity 
(both within the Church as well as 
without) is on the rise to a very 
alarming degree, failures in sepa-
ration, which reflect that impurity, 
are also on the increase? Our spir-
itual eyesight becomes blurred, 
and almost a vision-impaired visi-
ble church allows anything. Those 
things that were once regarded as 
inappropriate and unworthy of 
acceptance within our homes and 
in our church services have be-
come the accepted and even pre-
ferred. Worship of the Holy, 
Righteous, Undefiled, and Al-
mighty God has been reduced all 
to often to a cheap imitation of 
the worship of our forefathers. All 
too often the influence of Holly-

wood, television personalities, 
anemic contemporary music, 
along with mushy, spineless 
preaching has made the true wor-
ship of the Triune God improba-
ble, if not impossible. The warn-
ing God gave to the wicked in the 
Psalmist’s day seems to apply to-
day: “Thou hatest instruction, 
and casteth my words behind 
thee…These things thou hast 
done, and I kept silence; thou 
thoughtest that I was altogether 
such an one as thyself: but I will 
reprove thee and set them in or-
der before thine eyes” (Ps. 
50:17,21). 

 

Impurity of every kind, whether 
in the local church or in our pri-
vate lives, is hateful to our God; 
however, spiritual impurity is es-
pecially heinous. It was religious 
perversion or spiritual idolatry in 
Athens that “stirred” Paul’s spirit 
and brought forth his message 
upon Mars Hill, “TO THE UN-
KNOWN GOD.” I am afraid she 
has become separated from the 
true and living God by her impu-
rity, as purity is the primary re-
quirement for the worship of Je-
hovah. 

Ω 

(Continued from page 4 - Why Separation?) 

intellectually, the broader his 
vision, the saner and wiser his 
outlook, and the more mature his 
opinions.”  
 
The names of 400 of the most 
noted individuals in history were 
selected and opposite each name 
was written the greatest single 
achievement in their lives. Also, 
the age at which their 
contribution was given was 
recorded. Here are the striking 

statistics: 35% of the world’s 
greatest achievements were by 
individuals between the ages of 
60 to 70.  23% of remarkable 
achievements were by individuals 
between the ages of 70 to 80. 6% 
of the greatest achievements 
were by individuals after the age 
of 80. Remarkable! 
 

The Anticipation of 
Elderly Believers 

 
The older a believer becomes the 

more “heavenly minded” he 
should become. The believer 
looks forward to the return of 
Christ, the possibility of passage 
from death unto life in Heaven 
and the relief that passing 
through the valley of the shadow 
of death should not be feared. 
 
Grant to life’s day a calm, 
unclouded ending, 
And we untouched by shadows of 
decay, 
The brightness of a holy deathbed 

(Continued from page 6 - The Perils) 
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   The story so far:  Rodeos were a seasonal 
highlight in cattle country.  The grand parade, stunt 
horses, flashy western outfits, bull riding, calf 
roping, and bronco “busting” all made for a fine 
show!  But the real “wrangling” was done by every 
day cowhands in the everyday challenge of the work.  
 

Ranching 

  

 Much of ranching (as other occupations) has 
changed over the years.  Nowadays helicopters 
sometimes survey vast pasturelands and ATVs drive 
herds instead of horses.  Huge eighteen-wheel cattle 
trucks take stock to market rather than men and 
animals enduring the strain of a long drive to Dodge, 
Kansas City, Chicago or other stockyard hubs, but 
basic cowboy duties, by necessity, have not 
changed.  In winter, feed and hay still must be 
hauled to the herd, and in spring the herd “hoofs” it 
to summer pasture on open range.  In Kansas, it was 
west to pasture in the sand hills.  Every cowhand 
had his own mount, and they rode to keep the herd 
together.  It worked well until a rattlesnake spooked 
the cattle or a maverick steer rebelled against the 
route and rhythm of the drive.  Summer pasture 
meant freedom to roam for the cattle, but not for the 
cowhands.  They still had to systematically “ride 
pasture” making sure no section was missed, that no 
cows or calves were down or missing, that the 
windmills were pumping and the water tanks were 
full.  And there was the long job of riding fences, 
making sure there were no breaks in the barbed wire 
where cattle could break out.     
 

Rustlers! 

 

 Ominous dread fell when the cowhands found a 
big break in the fence.  It was every cattleman’s 
nightmare!  The men found not just a normal break 
or hole, but where fence cutters had obviously done 
their worst and a gaping space lay open!  It was 
painfully clear what had happened!  Rustlers had cut 
the fence!  On the ground were the tire tracks where 
a big heavy cattle truck had backed up into the 
pasture.  The evidence was plain where grass and 
dirt had been mangled and stirred as cattle had been 
herded into the truck!  In the night, rustlers had done 
their dirty work!  Under the cover of darkness, they 
had stolen and rolled out with thousands of dollars 

on the hoof, soon crossed state lines with their load, 
and sold their valuable cargo at a meat packing plant 
before it could be traced!     

   

Branded! 

 

 Some may romanticize cattle wrangling, but for 
all its rewards, it was not all easy or pleasant work.  
Branding day was all important, and much 
preparation went into it.  Vaccines and medications 
stood ready, fires burned hot, and the branding iron 
was at hand.  New calves born the previous winter 
and new stock brought in were herded to corrals and 
pens ready for their turn in the chute.  Little did they 
know what lay ahead for them!  No wonder some 
balked and fought when forced into the chute!  But 
they could not win!  No sooner was their head thrust 
through the stanchion than the rear gate slammed 
behind them.  They were trapped with no escape!   
 

 Immediately a cowhand on one side slapped the 
big vaccine needle into their hip while on the other 
side the hot branding iron seared the fur and hide!  
The stench of burning hair and hide charged the air 
as the front gate was released and the bawling, terror 
stricken steer bolted from the chute trying to escape 
the burning pain!  It was not fun or simple, but it had 
to be done.  They were Dad’s cattle and now bore 
his brand.  Wherever that steer or calf went, he bore 
Dad’s “Flying V”.  It was clear for all to see to 
whom he belonged.  If he strayed from the pasture 
or got mixed with another herd, he was marked.  He 
was still Dad’s stock.   

 

God’s Brand 

 

 In a way, that is what happens when a boy or girl 
trusts the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior.  God puts His 
seal, His “brand”, on that child by giving him the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit then lives 
within to lead and guide that child according to the 
Word of God.  If you are a Christian, you are not 
your own to do what you please or go where you 
want, for you have been “bought with a price” (I 
Cor. 6:20).  You belong to God and should do 
everything to please Him.   Sad to say, sometimes 
that old “rustler”, the devil, may try to steal your 
love away from God with temptations to do wrong 
or go along with people who do not know the Lord, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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who may even mock God or make light of sin.  The 
only answer is to run to the safety of God’s good 
pasture, feed upon the Word of God, and stay near 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His people (Ps. 23:2).     
 
 Paul understood what it meant to wear God’s 
brand.  He said, “I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal. 6:17b).  He stood true to 
Christ among friends as well as in the face of 
religious enemies, government officials, and 
multitudes who did not know Christ.  He suffered 
much for Christ’s sake, but he was not ashamed of 
the Gospel or of the marks he bore, for he 
remembered the Savior’s sacrifice on the cross for 
his sin.  He remembered the nail scars in the Lord’s 
hands and feet and the slash mark where the 
soldier’s sword pierced His side.  We, too, should 
remember that Christ laid down His life for us and 
be willing to stand up for Him no matter the cost.  
We should willingly bear His name and wear His 
“brand” by His grace and “for His name’s sake!”  
Paul said, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth” (Acts 1:16).  “Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 

(Continued from page 11 - Rodeos and Wranglers) 

his son accordingly. 

 This father instructs his son to avoid the 

path and thought processes of the wicked. “I 

have given you good doctrine to think upon, to 

guide your mind around the obstacles of the 

thinking processes of this world system. So, do 

not even consider the path of the wicked who 

lose sleep trying to concoct mischief designed 

to entrap you.”  

 Ah, yes, the devil rewards the wicked for 

their dedication by bestowing the bread of 

wickedness and the wine of violence. The 

world provides for its own with great rewards 

for new and exciting ways to present and 

promote wickedness. The devil presents the 

pleasures of sin but always hides the true 

nature and outcome of sin, which is eternal 

death.  

 Thank God for this faithful, teaching father 

who knows that his son must be equipped 

with the whole armor of God. This is the only 

way that his son will be able to stand against 

the wiles of the Devil and follow God.            Ω 

(Continued from page 5 - Proverb Practicals) 


