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obeying of the demands and desires
of man's fallen and depraved nature.
Sinful man desires to usurp the
throne of God and occupy it
himself.

The history of man's defiance of
God is like the incoming tide at the
seashore. The waves roll in and
recede, but the coming and going of
the waves cannot disguise the fact
that there is a steady advancing up
the beach by the water.

In the history of mankind, there
have been times when man's
rebellion has rolled in and advanced
against decency and order. Then
there have been times when man's
rebellion has receded. I refer to
those times of reformation and
revival when, under the preaching of
the gospel in the power of God,
standards of behaviour within the
nations affected have been raised
and there has been a forcing back of
the flood of iniquity that threatened
to swamp the nation. But it must be
noted that overall there is to be seen
an incoming tide of sinfulness that is
advancing inexorably higher and
covering the world.

Lord Jesus is answering a double
question. “And as He sat upon the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came
unto him privately, saying, Tell us,
When shall these things be? And
what shall be the sign of Thy
coming, and of the end of the
world?” The things they refer to in
the first part of their question are the
events surrounding the destruction
of the temple that the Saviour had
just referred to in verse 2. The latter
part of the question is what interests
us particularly. The Saviour’s
answer to it is contained in the rest
of the chapter and is directed
especially, though not exclusively,
to the Jewish believer. His answer
reveals the intensifying lawlessness
and defiance of God that will
culminate in the erecting of the
abomination of desolation in the
rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, just
before the end of the age, verse 15.
The erecting of this abomination
will signal the beginning of an
unparalleled time of persecution
aimed in general at the land of
Israel. That period will last 42
months and then Christ will return,
verses 29-31; Rev. 13:1-10. This
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Christ’s words to the local church ¥

a
at Sardis are painful: “ know thy &

works, that thou hast a name that B
thou livest, and art dead” (Rev.
31). That verse triggered some-
thing in my mind about the state
of the local church today. In the
past few years, thousands of pul-
pits that used to flame with the

fire of righteousness have fallen
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to the “Ichabod syndrome". They
are left with about as much pow-
er as a wet firecracker. It is true
that some of them have just gone
out of existence. That is bad
enough, but nothing compared to

the tragedy of churches that are

dead and don’t even know it.

(Continued on page 9)
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EDITOR’S DESK
by Pastor Tod Brainard

This issue of the Projector is intended to help you
stop and consider what is taking place in churches
across America and the World. The local church
has been overpowered by a new way of thinking.
It is thinking that has evolved from years of devel-
oping successful business models by Wall Street,
Madison Avenue, and Silicon Valley firms. Sur-
vey, Survey, Survey! Survey the people to find out
what they want from a church. Doing church has
become people-centered and by default narcissis-
tic. Is this kind of thinking Biblical? Is this busi-
ness model laid out in Scripture for us to follow?
Is knowing what people want a concept unfolded
in Scripture?

In my humble opinion, this business model/
church marketing ploy is nothing more than open
and belligerent hostility and defiance of God's au-
thority. It is thinking that is anti-Bible and pro-
populous. Yes, the local church has become a place
of defiance against God's authority. Church ser-
vices cater to the desires and aspirations of people,
not God. Marketing consultants are hired to put
together plans and programs to attract people to
church. The business model declares that if we
give people what they want they will therefore
have a reason to come to church. What most
church leaders will not admit is that this begins a
vicious cycle of revolving door operations. Why?
Because people change their minds about what
they like as often as they change their clothes. Ra-
ther than carrying the unchanging, inspired and
inerrant message of God's Word to people, we are
more interested in what people are looking for in a
church. In these days, people by and large are cul-
turally sensitive and they are against anything an-
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cient (old, not new) that challenges their think-
ing or their way of life. Anything condemnatory
is rejected outright. Who therefore is setting
the agenda of the local church???? It certainly
is not God and His authoritative revelation!

This thinking is the heart and soul of defiance
against the authority of God today. We survey
and poll people to determine their opinions
concerning what the church is to look like,
what its messaging should be, what opinions
expressed by people cause them to go to
church, etc., when God through His Word has
identified how the local church is to function
and operate. Rebellion against God manifests
itself in many ways! God never looks to man's
opinions to determine His acts. God knows the
thoughts and intents of the heart and the heart
of man is deceitful continually (Jeremiah 17:9,

13).

I challenge you to read with care and consider-
ation the articles by Rev. Ivan Foster and Dr.
Clay Nuttall. They are soul-searching and soul-
challenging messages. The church needs a
wake-up call, a stirring from sleep. The church
needs to get back to the rudiments of its pur-
pose and plan as established by God. Ear-
tickling (providing what is desired by people
rather than what is needed from God) is the
characteristic of the apostatized local church as
warned of by God through Paul in II Timothy
4:1-5. “For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables. But watch thou in all things, en-
dure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry” II Timothy
4:3-5. Q

Published Quarterly by Grace Bible Church
6331 Chestnut Street, Milton, FL 32570
E-mail us at Issues@theprojector.org

Visit us on the Web at www.theprojector.org
Phone: (850)623-4671

The Projector is a fundamentalist publication that seeks to
“project the light of the Word of God on the issues of the day.” It
desires to honor Christ by articulating a clear testimony for
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to the deepening apostasy of the visible church.
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(Continued from page 1 - Defiance of Authority)
feature of the last days, that is the
period between the two advents of
Christ, is described for us by the
Holy Spirit in a number of places in
Scripture.

Apparently, Paul referred to it
whenever he was teaching the
churches that were formed under
his ministry. This is clear from what
he writes to the church at
Thessalonica. In I Thessalonians
5:1-2 and II Thessalonians 2:5, it is
evident that Paul had fully
instructed them in these matters. He
instructed Timothy in the matter
also, II Timothy 3:1-5. I point this
out in order to underscore that a
knowledge of this subject was
counted vitally important by Paul.

In Paul's description of the last
days, please note that he calls them
perilous times. The world perilous
means fierce; it is so translated in
Matthew 8:28. “And when he was
come to the other side into the
country of the Gergesenes, there
met him two possessed with devils,
coming out of the tombs, exceeding
fierce, so that no man might pass by
that way.” That which made the
men fierce was the dominance of
the devil and that which will make
the last days perilous will be the
devil's increasing power and
influence in the affairs of men.
Notice the five features of these
days as stated by Paul in I Timothy
3:1-5.

1. This rebellion has its roots in
self-love.

Self-loathing and shame over sin is
in God's eyes a precious thing
whenever the sinner sees his sin and
mourns brokenly over it and loathes
himself for it, then God calls him
blessed, Matthew 5:3-4. Consult

Psalm  34:15; 51:17; Isaiah
66:2;Jeremiah 31:18-20 for further
proof of what I say. But Paul says
that men shall be lovers of their
own selves. From this self-love
spring  covetousness,  boasting,
pride, evil speaking of others and of
God (blasphemers). It reminds us of
Absalom. “But in all Israel there
was none to be much praised as
Absalom for his beauty: from the
sole of his foot even to the crown of
his head there was no blemish in
him” 11 Samuel 14:25. His love of
himself led him to despise his father
David, and go on to rebel against
him and expel him from the
kingdom for a time, before being
defeated and killed by his father's
loyal soldiers. Absalom is a very
clear type of the Antichrist of the
last days and the lawlessness and
rebellion that will be a feature of his
government.

2. The defying of authority begins
with a defying of parents.

It begins in the home, the
foundation of all order in society.
When order breaks down in the
home then it is inevitable that it will
break down in society generally. I
need hardly point out to you that
just such a trend is to be seen at
work today. Paul makes this point
clear in verse 2. The word
disobedience comes from a Greek
word that means anti-obedience. It
is not occasional disobedience but
an attitude of disobedience. Again it
reminds us of Absalom. The
attitude that is encouraged today
through television and various
publications, aimed at the young, is
that of disrespect for parents.
Confrontation with parents is
frequently featured in young
people's programs. Invariably the
parents are depicted as out of touch
and vindictive and the young as

victimized and, in the end, proved
right. Young people today have
been encouraged to set up their own
kingdoms within their homes. Many
have responded to the
encouragement so that their room
becomes a “no-go area” for Mum
and Dad! There they listen to what
they like, watch what they like, read
what they like and cover the walls
of the room with posters and
pictures which depict just where
their hearts lie and what they
consider as the important people
and things of life.

This is the spirit of an age that is
moving ever closer to out and out
rebellion against God, the author of
all authority.

3. The rebellion spreads.

Paul shows that from a love of self,
man moves to oust all rivals to his
love. His rebellion spreads from the
home to society generally until it
reaches the throne of God, 2-4.
Lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God is the description of
many today.
4. Attitudes that are the opposite
to that which is required of God
are manifested.

See what is loved—self, pleasure,
other people's property. See what is
hated—that which ought to be
naturally loved, parents,
neighbours, the good.

5. The rebellion becomes a
religion.

Having a form of godliness, verse 5.
It 1s not a formless rebellion but it
will seek to replace true religion. It
1s the rebellion of Cain and of the
Tower of Babel revived. This is
what is said of the Antichrist in II

(Continued on page 4)
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Thessalonians 2:4, “Who opposeth
and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshiped; so
that he as God sitteth in the temple
of God, shewing himself that he is
God.” Such then is the trend that
will develop in the last days under
the influence of the devil who is
also called Satan—the adversary,
the opposer of good and God.

This end time rebellion will
involve a complete restructuring
of mankind.

“Why do the heathen rage, and the
people imagine a vain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD, and against his
anointed, saying, Let us break their
bands asunder, and cast away their
cords from us. He that sitteth in the
heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall
have them in derision” Psalm 2:1-4.
This is the ancient prophecy of the
defiance of authority of which we
have been speaking. Notice four
observations:

1.Here is the sea-like upheaval
among the nations of which
we have spoken.

The word rage means tumult or
commotion. There is that which is
stirring up the people of the earth in
a most unusual fashion.

2. Itinvolves a uniting of all ranks
against the Lord, verse 2.

This is not just a commotion
amongst the common populous but
this involves governments and
parliaments. Men have found a
cause that unites them, as did Herod
and Pilate, Luke 23:12.

3. They are united in their
rejection of the restraints that
God has placed upon mankind,
verse 3.

The meaning of the word break is
seen in Judges 16:9 where Samson
is said to break off from his arms
the restraints that Delilah had placed
upon him “as a thread of tow is
broken when it toucheth the fire.”
The term cast away refers to a very
violent hurling from you. Thus
God's Ten Commandments will be
hurled aside as something hated and
despised in this rebellion. Do we not
see this now? Is not former
legislation based upon the Law of
God being overthrown? The laws
on murder, sodomy, abortion,
Sabbath-trading,  blasphemy, to
name but a few, are examples of this
overthrowing.

4. The rebellion shall end with
mankind being brought into open
conflict with God.

Then shall he speak unto them in his
wrath, and vex them in his sore
displeasure, verse 5. The return of
Christ is essentially His response to
the wicked defiance of men to His
authority. There are many portions
of God's Word which speak of this
final confrontation. I would urge
you to consider the following
Scriptures: Joel 3:1-2, 9-16; Zech.
12 & 14; 11 Thessalonians 2:3-8;
Jude 14-15; Revelation 19:11-21.

We are warned of this universal
defiance of authority in order that
we may not be caught up in it.

Its small beginnings, its form and its
dreadful conclusion are all set down
in great detail in various parts of
Scripture for us to study, in order
that we might turn away, Il Timothy
3:5. The words furn away mean to
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shun, avoid. “And I heard another
voice from heaven, saying, Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues”
Revelation 18:4. What a panic has
ensued of late over the remote
possibility of contracting CJD
(Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease ) from
diseased cattle! If only folk would
see the very real danger they are in
from the increasing rebellion against
God that is flooding the nation and
react, as they have done to the very
much smaller danger posed by BSE
(Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy)
in beef, it would be well for the
souls.

Let me state in conclusion that you
can be part of this rebellion and this
defiance of authority and still attend
the house of God. As Judas was a
rebel and enemy of Christ, yet a
member of the apostolic band, even
so many will retain their links with
the gospel and the people of God,
yet within their hearts there will be
the spirit of rebellion. Was there
ever a nation that went to war with
another that did not have its agents
working in the enemy territory?
The agent spoke as a native and
lived such a life as to convince all
who met him that he was a loyal
patriot. Yet all the time he served
his master who was waging war on
the people amongst whom he lived.

You are part of this growing
defiance of God if you have never
believed on Christ from your heart.
If there has never been a definite
time in which you have kneeled
before the Lord Jesus and repented
of your sin and called upon Him to
save you, you are yet in your sin.
Christ is not your Lord and your
God, you are no loyal follower of
His but rather a rebel against Him.
(Continued on page §8)
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Proverb Practicals
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Proverbs 20:5, Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out.

God’s proverb here tells us that counsel
(the plans and purposes of the heart) is
like deep water. There are personal plans
and purposes hidden deeply in his heart
and mind just as the multitude of fish and
wonders hidden deep in the darkness of
the sea. God wants us to know the
complexity of the heart and He tells us in
this proverb to picture the complexity of
deep water.

By the Word of God alone we know that
God searches the heart. God knows all
the crevices, canyons, mountains and
hidden places in the sea and in like
manner He knows all the hidden places of
the heart. His eye immediately discerns
every thought and every purpose devised
there.

Divers who penetrate the deep sea are
rewarded with views and experiences that
others may not see. “They that go down to
the sea in ships” are rewarded by seeing
God’s hidden creation beneath the waves.
We can know much about the marvels of
deep water if we desire. There are many
things we can know through God-given
understanding. A discerning person can
help another bring to the surface his true
thoughts, intentions, or even motives.
Often a wise counselor can help a person
examine his true motives-the thoughts he
may not fully understand otherwise. God
desires for His faithful children to be
wise.

This that

understanding will draw counsel out of

proverb says a man of
the heart of men. In this verse the word
counsel is better understood to mean “a

deliberate purpose, a deliberate plan, a

design, or the reasons for what a man
does.” In light of this understanding, we
may read the verse this way: “The plans
and purposes of a man's heart are as
deep waters, but a man of understanding
draws  them  out through  wise
interrogation.”

Where is a person coming from? What
does he really mean? Why does he do
what he does? What motivates him? What
makes him tick? A man of understanding
cannot know all that God knows about the
spiritual heart of man, but he can know
some things, just as he can know some
things about the deep sea.

The key to knowing the purposes of a

man's heart is Biblical understanding.

As the man who dares to dive into deep
water is equipped and prepared to do so,
the man who desires to know the counsel,
the plans and purposes of the heart, must
also be equipped. Too many are ill-
equipped and, therefore, rush to false
conclusions. Our equipping comes from
God as Job 32:8 tells us, “But there is a
spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding.”
From our text, we learn that a man’s
thoughts and intentions are often hidden
deeply in his mind. He will not generally
bring them to the surface. But a person of
discernment knows how to draw them out
by wise questions. For example, a good
counselor can help a person bring crooked
thinking to the light and thus remedy it.
These
“under-standers” are God instructed. A

So understanding is available!

man of understanding knows from God’s
Word that all mankind is corrupt and

deceitful in their thinking. By the way,
this includes the man of understanding.
But it is possible in this world in limited
ways and through understanding that we
can find out where people are coming
from. We can come to understand their
thinking patterns, their purposes, their
conjectures, and even their contrivances.
A man of understanding may learn many
things that are useful when he is able to
draw them out by wise interrogation.
With this knowledge and understanding,
he is able to guard himself for the glory of
God and protect himself from the snares
of Satan.

God gives us the tools. God's children
cannot say, "I have nothing to draw with
and the well is deep." God, by His Word,
has given us buckets of understanding
with which to draw. He gives wisdom and
understanding to make us profitable in our
daily lives and they are available to us all.
As a believer, my desire should be to help
others bring crooked thinking to the light
of God’s Word and thus to remedy it. Are
we not created in the image and likeness
of God? God, our Father, is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart. Is
not the son to be like the father? God
wishes for those who are created in His
image to have discernment and
understanding when dealing with others.
Limited though it may be, we have the
opportunity to know much about the plans

and purposes of others if we allow the
Word of God to do its work in our lives.

Q
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With the rise of each new
generation, ideals that were
once resisted gradually inte-
grate into societal normalcy.
Without a proper knowledge of
history, a new generation has
little perspective with which to
frame the journey of current
paradigms. For example, the
present society sees little prob-
lem with the aggressive homo-
sexual agenda, for from an early
age through the tool of public
education, today’s leaders have
been indoctrinated to tolerate
and welcome diversity. The sta-
tus quo is to accept the ideals of
society without adequate re-
search or study into the causes
and developmental history of
currently accepted beliefs.

One alarming current trend
that society has seemed to be
apathetic towards is the in-
crease of socialistic thinking in
America. While the common
patriotic American would repu-
diate this philosophy, the media
and some political leaders have
advocated socialistic thinking as
the norm. How could a country
that has always stood for free-
dom cultivate philosophies that
are against liberty? Again, the
lack of historical perspective
frequently breeds apathy and
acceptance.
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George Counts
and the New Social Order

Part 1

by Pastor Adam Watt

Over the next several issues
of this column, we hope to illus-
trate how modern socialistic
thinking has proliferated with a
deliberate purpose and plan
since the first half of the twenti-
eth century. Sadly, this infiltra-
tion of socialistic thinking took
root in the famous teacher’s col-
leges of America where it was
then passed on to the classroom
through both teacher and text-
book. To illustrate this move-
ment to the new social order,
our articles will focus on the life
and theory of George S. Counts.
While his name means nothing
to the average American,
Counts was a noted “Frontier
Thinker” who rose in the 1930s
to change the emphasis and di-
rection of American education.
In this article, we will introduce
the setting for George Counts;
future articles will discuss influ-
ences that shaped Counts, his
new radical theory, and the
“quiet” revolution that propa-
gated throughout America’s ed-
ucation system. Through this
extended study, we hope that
you will not only gain an appre-
ciation for true Biblical Chris-
tian education but also be awak-
ened to the subtle workings of
Satan to change the mindset of
future generations.

The early decades of the
twentieth century are often not-
ed for the incredible change and
turmoil that existed simultane-
ously. In the previous century,
the great division of the Civil
War had ended, but the period
of Reconstruction uncovered an
incredible amount of political
and social corruption in the
country. Therefore, at the dawn
of the century, the progressive
movement began; with its ap-
pealing mantra that everything
old is bad, the progressives
sought to disregard all that was
old and accept anything that
was new. Several amendments
were made to the Constitution,
and technological advances
were flourishing. America be-
lieved that they were on the
right track to preventing previ-
ous corruption and division.
However, the Great War with
Germany brought an era of opti-
mism in the “roaring twenties,”
a time filled with a sense of vic-
tory and success. In this setting,
Counts (born 1889) began his
career, eager to contribute to
the positive social change that
seemed to be coming to Ameri-
ca.

Although Counts would not
make his major impact until

(Continued on page 8)
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by Dorcs Peppard
Children Who Are “House Plants”

Flash back - back to the “olden days” - children’s days consisted of chores, school,
meals at the kitchen table, and family worship followed by bedtime. The majority of their
day, however, especially in the summer, was playing outside. They literally roamed the
neighborhood (and sometimes the country) without fear and without guidance. Children
made their own toys, used their imagination, and entertained themselves. If they spent too
much time in the house, their parents would shoo them outside and say, “We don’t want you
to become a ‘house plant!” Flash forward — today — children’s days consist of chores (if they
have old-fashioned parents), school, meals in front of the television, electronic devices (cell
phones, tablets, laptops, desktop computers, remote controlled toys), and lots of sitting or
lounging around. Children in America have indeed become “house plants.”

Many children are allowed to eat what they wish, sleep when they choose, and generally
live without a schedule. Often, the only “outside” they see is through the minivan’s window
as they go to school and back home again. Pediatricians often bemoan that children are
deficient in Vitamin D (sunshine fixes that) as well as other vitamins and minerals (healthy
food fixes that). Our classrooms have to deal with children who are: sleepy, moody,
lethargic, and dull. That makes these “house plants” our concern and we need to help our
students and especially their parents learn how to fight the “culture,” which has brought this
problem to our classrooms.

Here are some suggestions to share with your students and their parents:

1. Establish a time when meals will be served. With so many of our children having parents
working on a variety of shifts, it is difficult, but necessary for the children to eat their
meals with at least one parent. This is important because it allows the parent to know
exactly what and how much their children are eating. Communication about the child’s
day is a vital link to know what is going on in the child’s heart and mind. Get the children
involved in meals — preparation as well as clean-up.

2. Set aside time for outdoor play. Children need time to play by themselves (in a back yard
or a safe environment) and with others (at a park or athletic event). All children need
time for free play — to just “be a kid.” Unstructured outdoor play has many positive
benefits, including making children smarter (they learn to solve problems for
themselves), more cooperative, calmer, self-disciplined, and overall happier. God created
the earth for us to appreciate and enjoy. Digging in the dirt (perhaps even planting a

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 6 - George Counts)

1932 with his revolutionary
pamphlet Dare the School
Build a New Social Order, his
theory began to develop in
graduate school at the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 1913. Counts
was greatly influenced by
Charles Judd, an education de-
partment leader, who firmly
believed that education is the
key to alter and construct soci-
ety. In the progressive era, the
goal was to form a new society,
free from any impediments
caused by old theories or phi-
losophies. Under Judd, Counts
became the first student at the
university to major in educa-
tional sociology, a new branch

of study which focused on the
role of education in shaping
and constructing future social
ideals. Working alongside
Judd, Counts helped bring a
scientific analysis approach to
researching American educa-
tion with the goal of uncover-
ing educational theories that
hindered societal progression.

In our next Projector edition,
we will learn that the famous
stock market crash and subse-
quent depression  spurred
Counts to boldly dare Ameri-
can education to take on a so-
cialistic agenda. Q

SPRING 2015

(Continued from page 4 - Defiance of Authority)

If this is so, then though you may
long disguise your true character, the
day of exposure is coming. You may
die undetected as an enemy but
eternity will see your discovery.
Hear the words of Christ and
tremble.

“Not every ome that saith to me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? And in thy
name have cast out devils? And in
thy name done many wonderful
works? And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity” Matthew
7:21-23. Q

Greet Hispanic Children

n your area

REACH THEM FOR CHRIST!
The Living Stories

29

s 22

La Casa

deSan Juan 3:16

\| El Barquito Recuperado |7 //| !/

Buy 4, Get One FREE! 25% Savings

ONLINE ORDERS USE DISCOUNT cODE: SPRINGSAVINGS

www.childrensbibleclub.com

(Offer Expires June 15, 2015)

(850) 623-4015




&2
SPRING 2015 @ Page 9

(Continued from page 7 - House Plants)
garden) helps children keep their minds on something besides themselves.

3. Establish a bedtime routine for children. This should include bath time, relaxed activities
(reading a book), and communicating with each other. (To help your child resist temptation,
consider collecting all electronic devices and recharging them in the parents’ bedroom). The
child should be totally “unplugged” from anything electronic during the bedtime routine.

4. Lights out. Parents need to understand that just because the ceiling light is out does not
mean that their child is sleeping. I know of a student who would set his electronic device for
3:00 am so that he could go online to play video games with another friend! His schoolwork
definitely suffered! Pediatricians recommend that elementary age children need between 10 -
12 hours of sleep per night; children in middle school and high school anywhere from 9 - 11
hours of sleep.

The “Babysitters” of today are electronic devices and they are taking up way too much of our
students’ time. All devices that need either a battery or to be plugged in should be limited and
controlled. You can also consider an “Unplugged” Day each week when children may not use any
device that needs to be plugged in at any time. Children and teen-agers need to develop those
life-skills that require them to think, make real (not virtual) friends, solve problems, create, as well
as dream. The outdoors provides children with the opportunity to develop all those skills. No
more “House Plants!” Q
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(Continued from page 1 - The Autopsy of a Dead WHAT CAUSED THEM TO DIE? those days of genuine revival and
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Leadership with no integrity has be deliberate, but this is also the M

deliberately led them like the pied

Like marionettes, they dance, jig-

gle, and pretend to be real; but plan of the communists - “kill, de- E

piper. Change is their mantra, and

culture is their God. As 11 Timothy

there is no real spiritual life in stroy, and remove” any reminders &

them. They are good at crowds of the past, then replace them
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the world
about what they like.

crowd, they make plenty of noise.

hey use a lot of good words and of” Because man is at the center

of things, they cannot tolerate es-

tablished faithful believers. Old Peter warned the people that false

alk about God, even quote at

t
times from the Bible, but truth

was buried a long time ago. They things are out, and old people are teachers were coming. Jude told

ail about like a body that has just

a just in the way. With no shame for  them that they were already here.
been beheaded. but from which their dishonesty, they use craft to Those apostates didn’t rush in}§
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(Continued from page 9 - The Autopsy of a Dead
Church)

are bullies and cowards; like the
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i their faces. They strike at the el-

gderly with little compassion for
gbroken hearts. The truth is that
§ they couldn’t hold a spiritual can-
gd]e to most of those seasoned be-
§ lievers, but they are cowards. They
ghide while they attack the simple
8 and immature, and then finally it

is too late.

WHO 1S RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS
HORRIBLE DEATH?

This part is really the most tragic.
The majority of the congregation
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M could have prevented the death,
gbut they did little or nothing. In
gfact, like Lot in Sodom, they fit
gright in. There are times when
gthey might think back to a minis-
B try of truth and righteousness, but
gthen they are drawn back to the
]y den of death. 1t is so much fun,
and it feels so good, and the com-
municators are so effective. No
real thought is given, though, as to
what those leaders are not saying.
It never crossed their minds that
worship didn’t
enough Bible truth in them to fill a
thimble.

leaders have

It never dawned on them, in the
beginning, to recoil with righteous

indignation when they began

singing lies”. They never thought
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to ask why the majority of great
doctrines were never addressed.
Their spiritual axe was so dull that
they failed to realize that when
nonsense - and sometimes heresy -
was being taught, they should be
asking questions. By then, those
who originally were able to recog-
nize error had either been run off
or had left with the pain of a

grieved soul.

In the end, thousands of so-called
churches had

over their doors, and they never

"Ichabod" written

even saw it coming. Like zombies
or “the living dead,” they go
through the motions with no feel-
ing at all of the “burning” that
Jude talks about. 1t is true that
many of the deceived had never
known the grace of God personal-
ly, but woe unto those disobedient
believers who were not prepared,
who remained silent and then

joined the thundering herd.
FOR THOSE WHO CARE

Ministry always rises from what
one believes. The idea that some-
one can change methods without
it relating to their belief is part of
the death lie. Disobedient people
hate this, but it is possible to walk
into an empty church building and
know exactly what questions to
ask. When you attend a so-called
worship service, many of your

questions will be answered. Wor-
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ship is in the Spirit, and it is about |§
God. It has to be in truth; thus, ¥

X3

when people are singing lies, that |}
is not worship. That is not truth.
Worship is about God, not man.

When a worship service mimics
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the lIsraelites dancing around the g
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that God is not the focus there.
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1 am for good change. 1 am for en-
thusiasm. 1 have no criticism of
those who are moved emotionally
by a song, message, or testimony.
It is not that hard to tell, though,
when someone is exuding hypocri-
sy. Don’t demonstrate your igno-

rance by talking about judging.
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We don’t condemn people; that’s
God’s task. Ours is to be loyal to

o]
true grace and to a holy God. That§

relationship of obedience requires 8
us to recoil at false teaching and §

a
fake worship that is not backed up §

by the daily life. g
o]
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o]

Let me be pointed - the Emerging

Church movement is filled with |8

have a choice, you know. Why in K
the world would you choose to s
stay trapped in something that |§
grieves a holy God?

Q

RS




SPRING 2015 8
ek A ok A ok A ok ok e ok ok ok ke ok ok ke ok ek ke —

Stas
af the Mavring

2263 3 24 2 2 242626 3 3 2 4 %
26263 24 24 2 24262 3 3 2 - %

In the last two issues, the theme of our “Stars”
X stories has been to encourage children and young
* people to stand for the Right, to do what is right,
*and to have courage to say “no” in the face of
X temptation. (Fall 2014 — “Just Say No”’; Winter —
% 2015 — “The Lion with No Roar.”) Encouragement
X this time is in the form of a classic poem, “He
x X Couldn’t Say No”, by the Honorable William Henry
*Mllburn and publlshed in the book he edited,
“Stories for Little Men and Women.” (Published by
X C. F. Beezley & Co. Chicago, 1895.)
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{W. H. Milburn (1823-1903) was a blind
X Methodist minister. As a boy his left eye was injured
X by a piece of glass thrown by a playmate. That left
* him partially blind as a youth and totally blind by
* the age of 40, but he didn’t let his handicap keep
X % him from dedication and service for the Lord. He
* : .
x was mostly self-educated except for tutors in Latin
x and Greek. In 1843, he became a Methodist Circuit
*Riding Preacher. He was elected Chaplain of the
* United States House of Representatives in 1845 and
:later Chaplain of the United States Senate from
X 1893 to his death in 1903. (Wikipedia)}

X244 4242

HE COULDN'T SAY NO
W. H. Wilburn

O, it was sad and it was strange!
He just was full of knowledge,
His studies swept the whole broad range
Of High School and of College;
He read in Greek and Latin too,
Loud Sanscrit he could utter,
But one small thing he couldn't do
That comes as pat o me and you
As eating bread and butter:
He couldn't say "No!" He couldn't say "Nol!"
I'm sorry to say it was really so!
He'd diddle, and dawdle, and stutter, but ohl!
When it came to the point he could never say “No!"
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HE COULDN’T SAY NO
by “Aunt Carolyn”
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Geometry he knew by rote,
Like any Harvard Proctor;
He'd sing a fugue out, note by note;
Knew Physics like a Doctor;

He spoke in German and in French;
Knew each Botanic table;

But one small word that you'll agree
Comes pat enough to you and me,
To speak he was not able:

For he couldn't say "No!” He couldn't say "No!”
‘Tis dreadful, of course, but 'twas really so.
He'd diddle and dawdle, and stutter, but ohl

When it came to the point he could never say "No!"

And he could fence, and swim, and float,
And use the gloves with ease too,
Could play baseball, and row a boat
And hang on a trapeze too;
His temper was beyond rebuke,
And nothing made him lose it;
His strength was something quite superb,
But what's the use of having nerve
If one can never use it?
He couldn't say "No!" He couldn't say “"No!"
If one asked him to come, if one asked him to go,
He'd diddle and dawdle, and stutter, but ohl!
When it came to the point he could never say “"No!"

When he was just a little lad,
In life's small ways progressing,
He fell into this habit bad
Of always acquiescing;
'‘Twas such an amiable trait,
To friend as well as stranger,
That half unconsciously at last
The custom held him hard and fast
Before he knew the danger,
And he couldn't say "No!" He couldn't say "No!"
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(Continued on page 12) :
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(Continued from page 11 - He Couldn’t Say N0)
To his prospects you see 'fwas a terrible blow,
He'd diddle and dawdle, and stutter, but ohl!
When it came to the point he could never say “No!"

And so for all his weary days
The best of chances failed him;
He lived in strange and troublous ways
And never knew what ailed him;
He'd go to skate when ice was thin;
He'd join in deeds unlawful,
He'd lend his name to worthless notes,
He'd speculate in stocks and oats;
‘Twas positively awful,

For he couldn't say "No!” He couldn't say "No!"
He would veer like a weather-cock turning so slow;
He'd diddle, and dawdle, and stutter, but ohl
When it came to the point he could never say "No!"

Then boys and girls who hear my song,
Pray heed its theme alarming:
Be good, be wise, be kind, be strong -
These traits are always charming,
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But all your learning, all your skill
With well-trained brain and muscle,
Might just as well be left alone,
If you can't cultivate backbone
To help you in life's tussle,

And learn to say "No!" Yes, learn to say "No
Or you'll fall from the heights to the rapids below!
You may waver, and falter, and tremble, but ohl!
When your conscience requires it, be sure and
shout "No!"
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