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After reading verse 11 it may 
appear as though Samuel was 
being left in a place of protection 
and shelter; after all it was the 
Tabernacle of God. The Tabernacle 
should have been such a place. But 
unfortunately, it was not. 
 
Young Samuel ministered unto the 
LORD in less than a protected 
environment. I believe that 
Elkanah and Hannah both knew  
the environment that they would 
leave their son Samuel in was not 
optimal, as a matter of fact, it was 
outright dangerous.   
 

   The Evil and Dangerous 
Character of Eli’s Sons (vs. 12) 

 
Eli’s sons are identified in the text 
as “sons of Belial.” Belial was a 

(Continued on page 3) 

Continued from Last Issue 

 

This depreciation of the criti-

cal spirit often takes a curi-

ous turn: opposition is ex-

pressed against the critic 

rather than the one who 

provoked the criticism. The 

one who violates the moral 

law or departs from sound 

principles will often get more 

support than the one who ob-

jects. Those guilty of scandal 

will be defended against the 

critic of the scandal. It seems 

at times to be worse to ex-

pose a scandal than to com-

mit it. Surely there is a 

strange reversal of values in 

our day. To expose scandal, 

to protest against wrong, is 

to expose oneself to the 

charge of “mud-slinging;” 

so much sin remains unex-

posed and unrebuked. 

Many therefore are permit-

ted to pursue their destruc-

tive course unexposed, so 

that many are deceived and 

led astray. Edmund Burke 

once said that “evil can tri-

umph if good men will keep 

still.” By strange confusion 

of values good men today 

who refuse to keep silent 

are treated with more intol-

erance than the perpetra-

tors of the evil deed. 

 

The function of criticism must 

not be hindered, or corrup-

tion will go on unexposed 

and unchecked. The right to 

criticize moral wrong is a 

moral right. The duty to criti-

cize or expose wrong is a 

God-given duty. When this 

right is criticized by a mor-

ally tolerant society or the 

ethically shiftless, it is an 

evidence of the moral flab-

biness of those who object 

to moral criticism and not a 

mark of superior piety as 

some suppose. The wide-

spread deprecation of the 

critical spirit is a mark of 

the excessive moral toler-

ance of our times. The fact 

that the right of criticism is 

abused is no reason for 

abolishing it. 

 

4. The Moral Confusion of 

Our Times is Expressed in 

its Glorification of the 

“Positive Approach” and 

(Continued on page 6) 

The Moral Twilight of our Times 
Dr. Chester Tulga 

From the booklet  
“The Doctrine of Right and Wrong in These Times” pp. 36-48 

Inside this issue: 

The Moral Twilight of 
our Times 

Front Cover 

Left in a Place of Great 
Danger 

Front Cover 

Editor’s Desk 2 

Proverb Practicals 5 

Teaching Tips 7 

SNARES 9 

Stars of the Morning 11 

Left in a Place of 
Great Danger 

I Samuel 2:11 – 22 
Pastor Tod Brainard 



Page 2   SPRING/SUMMER  2019 

 
  

  
 

Dr. Dayton Hobbs, (1924–2006)  Founding Editor 
Pastor Tod Brainard—Publisher and Editor 
Mrs. Carolyn Hobbs, Mr. Ludwig Opager,  

Mrs. Doris Peppard, Dr. Adam Watt 
Contributing Editors 

Layout—Mrs. Brenda Whitney 

Published Quarterly by Grace Bible Church 
 6331 Chestnut Street, Milton, FL 32570 
E-mail us at Issues@theprojector.org 

Visit us on the Web at www.theprojector.org 
 

Phone: (850) 623-4671 
The Projector is a fundamentalist publication that seeks to 
“project the light of the Word of God on the issues of the 

day.”  It desires to honor Christ by articulating a clear 
testimony for Biblical separation from error in these last 
days as God’s answer to the deepening apostasy of the 

visible church.  

Daniel was forced to make a serious decision that 
was not of his own doing. The temptation created 
for Daniel by others was not to the committing of 
some act of idolatry or horrible sin.  Daniel would 
never have fallen for that. Rather, the tempta-
tion was to neglect temporarily (30 days), the 
praying to God, the doing of something right 
and holy. 
 
All Daniel could have done was to compromise 
with the king and abstain from prayer for 30 days 
and the enemies plot would have come to noth-
ing. Or would it? Daniel’s habit  was to pray three 
times a day.  He worshipped God, asked what he 
needed, and gave adoration to him.  Around that 
simple activity all of Daniel’s life was structured. 
There was to be no compromise even for 30 days. 
 
To neglect prayer for a single day would have 
spelled disaster for Daniel.  Therefore, he prayed 
“as he did aforetime.” 
 
This passage teaches me a few things: 
 
1. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan once said, “The occa-
sional is always affected by the habitual.”  
When my life is centered on Christ, I must leave 
circumstances out of my control to the directing 
of the ONE in whom I place my trust.  Daniel re-
fused to compromise his habitual prayer time 
with God even when it meant going against a 
government’s temporary decree. He was right 
to ignore the decree, but he still had to face 

the consequences of the violation of the tem-
porary law. This is a lesson we all need to 
take in. 
 
2. Compromise, even a temporary one, always 
calls us to neglect that which is important.  
Neglect is forbearance to do anything that should 
be done or that is required to be 
done. Neglect may occur through carelessness or 
by intention.  Daniel was not in the business of 
compromise of his closely held values. Today, the 
calls to compromise are everywhere, especially 
within “Christian” circles.  If Daniel had given in 
just this once to a temporary neglect of his prayer 
time, he would have lost all moral authority to 
lead others into prayer to Jehovah God. You can-
not restore moral authority once you com-
promise it. 

3. Compromise of godly virtues, even when 
temporary, is nonetheless sin and therefore 
condemned by God. There is a strain within re-
ligious circles, that teaches that God gets the 
most glory when we sin, because He gets to exer-
cise His grace. Pastor Tim Keller of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church in New York City is one who 
espouses this lawless compromise with sin.  He 
goes so far as to say that an “indiscretion” using 
his word, is acceptable with God, because in that 
sinning God is glorified. (Every Good Endeavor, 
published 2012.) There is a very serious error with 
this line of reasoning. It is totally unbiblical. Note 

(Continued on page 8) 

“Daniel, all we are asking is that you temporarily stop 
your prayer time to your God, no big deal.” 

Daniel 6:10 
Editor’s Desk 

Pastor Tod Brainard 
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pagan male sex god who embodied 
all the pagan aspirations of wicked 
and perverse living. It is also 
another name for Satan, especially 
in Apocryphal and Rabbinical 
writings. Belial is evil personified.  
The phrase, “sons of Belial”, 
indicates worthless, morally 
depraved, lawless and degenerate 
individuals. This designation of the 
sons of Eli presented a significant 
problem seeing that these sons of 
Belial were in line to succeed their 
father as high priests and were 
already functioning in ministry 
roles within the Tabernacle. Their 
domain was the Tabernacle; God’s 
Tabernacle. Because of their overt 
iniquity, the Tabernacle had 
become a dangerous place. 
 
We are also told in the text that 
Eli’s sons “did not know the 
LORD.” LORD is a 
tetragrammaton (four large capital 
letters in Hebrew, YHWH) - 
designating the highest name of 
God in the Israelite vocabulary, 
Jehovah. The lower-case Lord is 
the name Adonai. Eli’s sons, 
though priests of God, did not 
know HIM.  What a stunning and 
revealing description of these 
priests! 
 

A Modern-Day Comparison 
 
Let me digress for a moment. 
There are many parents who send 
their children to church or the 
Christian school and feel very 
comfortable about it. Please do not 
misunderstand me. Our ministry 
here in Florida is a local church 
that operates a Christian school. I 
promote Christian education. I 
serve on two Christian education 
association boards. I thank God for 
Christian schools that are following 
the Word of God in their daily 
operations. 
 

The problem is this; parents put 
their boy or girl in a good place, 
and then they stop doing two 
things.  They stop serious prayer 
and serious parenting.  
Unbeknownst to the parents, that 
child may be in the most dangerous 
situation imaginable. Mom and dad 
may not seriously pray and 
seriously parent that child because 
they do not feel the need. They 
have abdicated their roles as 
parents to the church or the 
Christian school. Other parents feel 
fine and secure in the fact that their 
child is in a local church youth 
group or Sunday school.  Folks, 
that’s where the Devil goes to prey 
on young people. 
 
I saw a video recently of a rat 
snake that had made its way up a 
45-foot power pole and attacked a 
bird nesting on top.  The bird was 
chirping away and perhaps 
thought it was high enough to 
escape danger. The bird was 
wrong. The snake struck, capturing 
the bird and devouring it. You are 
wrong if you think for one second 
that your child will escape danger 
in the local church or the Christian 
school.  In my 33 years of ministry, 
the most difficult challenge has 
been to get across to families that 
Satan lurks in the Christian school, 
the Christian college/university, 
and in the local church.  We prefer 
to think that these institutions are a 
haven from the world, the flesh and 
the Devil, and they should be. 
However, the Devil is a serpent 
climbing on the pole of perceived 
safety to take his prey. Beware! 
 

The Upper Room Danger 
 
Don’t ever forget that Satan was in 
the upper room with Jesus Christ. 
Christ and the Disciples were there 
celebrating what would be the Last 
Supper. We are told that the Devil 
was there in the room with Jesus 
and the disciples. That night, the 

upper room was the most 
dangerous place in Jerusalem 
because Satan was there!  
 
Yes, as believers we enjoy the 
care and protection of the 
LORD, but dear friends, we are 
also told to put on the whole 
armor of God that ye may 
“withstand the wiles of the 
Devil” (Ephesians 6:11-13) Jesus 
warned Peter there, in Luke 
22:31-32, “And the Lord said, 
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat: but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not: and when thou art converted, 
strengthen thy brethren.”. 
 
John 13:27, “And after the sop 
Satan entered into him. Then said 
Jesus unto him, That thou doest, 
do quickly.  Satan entered Judas in 
the upper room after the sop to 
do his corrupt work. 
 
From that room Peter would go 
out and deny Christ. From that 
room Judas would enter his 
wicked and perverse activity, 
filled with Satan.  From that 
room the disciples would scatter 
in fear.   
 
We need to remember that the child 
who attends church or the Christian 
school still needs serious prayer 
and faithful parenting. They may 
be in the most dangerous place of 
all. 
 
Samuel is in a dangerous place; 
the Tabernacle of all places, and 
his mother is going to continue to 
pray for him and parent him, 
you can be sure of that. 
 
How about it parents?   Are you 
trusting everybody else to take care 
of your child spiritually while you 
forget to pray and parent and then 
blame everybody else for when 

(Continued from page 1 - Left in a Place of Great 
Danger) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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failure comes? Really? 
 
Eli’s Sons’ were against God: Stealing what was 
God’s and wickedly sexualizing the worship of 
God in the Tabernacle. 
 
Let’s take the first issue. The established custom 
ordained by Jehovah was ignored. A portion of the 
sacrifice was given to God, a portion was given to the 
priest, and a portion was kept by the one who brought 
the offering. The priest received a portion of the 
breast and the shoulder, the meatiest portion. That 
was the custom established by God in the books of 
Leviticus, Chapters 1-7, Exodus 28, and Numbers 28. 
But now, some 400 years after the giving of the law, 
the priests had changed the custom – they did not take 
the prescribed portion but took whatever the fork 
(flesh hook) brought up out of the pot. This lack of 
adherence to the law of God made this Tabernacle a 
dangerous place. 
 
God’s portion was always to be given first. So, it 
was wrong to take the priest’s portion before they 
burned the fat unto the LORD. The fat was the best 
part and therefore given to God. The pride and 
arrogance of the sons of Eli taking their portion with 
the fat, before it was burned; consumed totally to the 
glory of God, is astounding. (vs. 13-14) In addition, 
the sons of Eli took the raw meat before it was 
cooked. They were evidently either keeping the meat 
for themselves or selling the meat on the side and 
pocketing the money. (vs.15) 
 
The greed of Eli’s sons was so vicious that they did 
not hesitate to use violence and the threat of 
violence to get what they wanted (vs. 16.) The sons 
of Eli were so full of greed, violence and intimidation 
that they made others refuse to sacrifice unto the 
Lord because they knew what was going on. (vs. 
17) The Israelites saw what Eli’s sons were doing and 
instead of being drawn closer to the Lord, they were 
driven away. 
 
Sandwiched between the two great offenses of the 
Sons of Eli (vs. 22 records the second offense of 
sexual immorality in the Tabernacle), we see the 
purity and service of Samuel in contrast to the evil of 
the sons of Eli. (vs. 18-21) 
 
Samuel was different on purpose. We can say with 
some authority that one reason why God raised up 

Samuel was to serve as a holy and pure contrast to the 
corruption of Eli and his boys.  Samuel’s contrasting 
life tells me something. You don’t have to follow 
evil examples.  Oh, how we make excuses. “Well my 
son (or daughter) fell in with bad company.”  You 
can stay away from bad company, AMEN! The 
reason they fell in with bad company is because they 
wanted to fall in with bad company. Let’s call it for 
what it is, shall we? As my dear mother repeated to 
my siblings and I growing up, “Birds of a feather 
flock together!” 
 
Ultimately, these corrupt ministers did not stop the 
work of God. It may look like it at the time; but every 
time there are men like Eli’s sons, God raises up 
someone like a Samuel. God’s work does not stop 
when God’s ministers become corrupt. 
 

The Continuing Influence of a Godly Mother 
against the Danger (vs. 18-19) 

 
It is interesting that an outer garment is pointed out in 
these two verses. Verse 18 says that Samuel was 
girded with a linen ephod. The ephod was a sacred 
vestment worn originally by the high priest ( Exodus 
28:4 ), and afterwards by the ordinary priest 
( 1 Samuel 22:18 ). It was characteristic of the 
priestly office ( 1 Samuel 2:18 1 Samuel 2:28 ; 14:3 ). 
It was worn by Samuel, and also by David ( 2 Samuel 
6:14 ). It was made of fine linen, and consisted of two 
pieces, which hung from the neck and covered both 
the back and front, above the tunic and outer garment 
( Exodus 28:31 ). The ephod of the high priest was 
embroidered with various colors. The two pieces 
were joined together over the shoulders by clasps or 
buckles of gold or precious stones, and fastened 
round the waist by a "girdle of gold, blue, purple, 
and fine twined linen" ( 28:6-12 ).The breastplate, 
with the Urim and Thummim, were both attached to 
the ephod. 

Samuel, at a young age. had already entered the 
ministry of the Tabernacle.. The ephod symbolized 
this duty. While Samuel is growing up under the 
influence of Eli and his sons, Hannah does not forget 
about her son. Hannah loves Samuel. She promised to 
give him back to the Lord in good shape for His 
service and she did.  We see the continuing 
tenderness of her affection by her giving of this outer 
ephod to Samuel each year adjusted for his growth. 
This outer coat was such as the priests wore; it is the 

(Continued from page 3—Left in a Place of Great Danger) 
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Proverb Practicals 
by Ludwig Opager 

 

Proverbs 25:11, A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. 
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We are given this proverb in a 
comparison format for the 
purpose of edification and clarity. 
God is good to us in doing this 
because we may not understand 
fully the whole without first 
analyzing the parts. Before we 
consider the first idea, "a word 
fitly spoken", let us focus our 
attention on the second phrase 
"apples of gold" and something 
called “pictures of silver.”  
 
At first glance, it appears that God 
is talking about metallic things; 
perhaps apples made of gold 
metal in pictures made of silver 
metal. However, the Hebrew form 
of the word “gold” reveals that it 
is not referring to metal but 
simply golden-fresh delicious 
apples.   
 
The phrase "pictures of silver" 
means a fashioning of silver metal 
so arranged as to form a delicate 
basket or bowl to present the 
golden fruit.  We can conclude 
that the golden apples are equal to 
the "word" of the first phrase and 
the silver basket (i.e. pictures of 
silver) is equal to the word "fitly" 
in the second phrase. 
 
As apples may be good; a word 
spoken may be good.  But the 
word, if presented “fitly”, as the 
apples in a silver basket, then the 
words “fitly spoken” will be 
desired more readily. There is a 
way of choosing words that will 
be accepted more readily if 
spoken properly. This truth is 

reinforced in Proverbs 15:23, A 
man hath joy by the answer of 
his mouth: and a word spoken in 
due season, how good is it! 
 
God expects His children to 
choose words carefully: words 
that enhance the attractiveness of 
truth, words that frame truth in a 
way that attracts, words that 
increase the ability to accomplish 
a purpose. Truth can be presented 
in such a way that it repels rather 
than attracts the listener. God 
desires that truth be presented in a 
fitting and acceptable way. 
Look at Jesus Christ as the Word 
of God. He is “fitly spoken” by 
God. Remember His discourses: 
the living water; the bread of life, 
the door, the good shepherd, etc. 
Note how they arose naturally in 
the conversation. He is the 
ultimate example of the Word 
“fitly spoken.” The Word of God 
fits the times, the seasons, and the 
ages. A word fitly spoken is what 
God uses to accomplish His 
purpose. As Isaiah 55:11, says, So 
shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not 
return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it. 
 
We are told that God spoke the 
worlds into existence (Hebrews 
11:3; Psalm 33:9). God believes 
in connectivity and we see that 
everything He does fits together. 
All the trees of a forest fit 
together.  All the worlds He called 

into being fit together. All His 
Word fits together in the person of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
God accomplishes His purpose 
through His Word.  Our words 
should be carefully crafted. For 
instance, when rebuking, it should 
be “fitly spoken”, spoken to 
accomplish a purpose. When 
instructing, it should be “fitly 
spoken” to be effective. When 
encouraging, it should be “fitly 
spoken” to accomplish the 
purpose. 
 
God expects His Word to be “fitly 
spoken” so that truth will be 
communicated clearly.  James 
1:19, tells us, Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, let every man 
be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath. Slowness of 
speaking implies carefulness in 
choosing words.  Fitting speech 
takes thought, time, and prayer.  
We must consider not only what 
we say, but how we say it, to 
whom we say it, the time we say 

it, and the place we say it.            Ω 

Don’t forget to visit 
our website: 

 
      theprojector.org.  
 

All past issues of The Projector 
are  

found there and organized by 
year, issue, topics and authors. 
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its Condemnation of the 

“Negative Approach.” 

 

There are many mistaken 

saints who would abolish 

moral criticism by the 

“pious” device of questioning 

the “negative approach.” 

This device is very useful for 

it silences the critic as either 

irreligious or “unwise.”  This 

is a hangover from John 

Dewey and his optimistic 

view of the nature of man 

and not derived from the 

Scriptures. It has been a 

very effective device in reli-

gious and educational cir-

cles, and many evangeli-

cals have adopted it without 

sensing its departure from 

Biblical methods. The ex-

hortation to be “positive,” to 

be “constructive” and not 

negative, has been given in 

such a holy tone of voice that 

even some of the elect have 

given up the right and duty of 

moral criticism, for an ineffec-

tive sentimentalism which 

seldom advances the cause of 

righteousness and truth. 

 

Edwin McNeill Poteat 

(Mandate to Humanity, pp. 

149-150) writing from the lib-

eral viewpoint on the Ten 

Commandments, recognizes 

the problem of the “negative 

approach” and says,  

“There have been those who 

complained that the Mandate 

is put in negative terms. This is 

a derivative of the ‘never say-

don’t’ school of  child training 

and rests on the spurious no-

tion that a proposition nega-

tively stated is less effective 

than when positively put be-

cause something in the psyche 

resents being forbidden. To 

tell a child not to touch a hot 

stove will induce him per-

versely to do so. Therefore, 

tell him to touch something 

cool and thus deflect his inter-

est and intercept the danger. 

All the facts do not support 

this…It is necessary to say 

both ‘do not’ and ‘do.’  Very 

often the former is more direct 

and for that reason more easi-

ly understood…We doubt se-

riously that a series of moral 

maxims scrupulously phrased 

in positive terms would turn 

out a fellowship of saints.” 

 

The appeal of the unthinking 

of our day to confine our-

selves to the positive ap-

proach to the neglect of the 

negative is based upon the 

liberal view of human nature, 

rather than the scriptural 

teachings concerning man. 

The Biblical approach in-

cludes both the positive and 

the negative as the time and 

circumstances demand. The 

moral flabbiness of our day 

is manifested in this oppo-

sition to the negative and 

permits moral cowards and 

soft compromisers to take 

refuge in this piosity rather 

than engage in the conflicts 

of life. 

 

5. The Moral Confusion of 

our Day is Seen in the Wide-

spread Disapproval of Mor-

al Indignation Vigorously 

Expressed. 

 

Moral indignation against 

wrong and evil persons is in 

disrepute in religious circles 

which have been deeply af-

fected by the pacifist philoso-

phy of nonresistance to evil 

men. Moral indignation and 

moral denunciation are held 

to be in bad taste, but if one 

must denounce something, 

denounce the sins of the 

world but not the sins of the 

church (Read the Book of 

Amos). Moral denunciation is 

held to be a violation of the 

law of love, unless it is so 

vaguely expressed as to be 

valueless as a weapon against 

evil. Again, men are being 

judged by a concept of love 

not found in the Scriptures 

but born of liberal theology 

which has largely eliminat-

ed the manly virtues from 

its idea of love. 

 

Love, in Amos, denounced 

false priests, false religion, 

and unrighteous conduct in 

words that still burn with holy 

indignation. Love, in Isaiah, 

denounced empty ritualism 

and the backslidings of Isra-

el, in words that penetrate to 

this day. Love, in Elijah, held 

the false priests of Baal up to 

scorn, and called the fire of 

God down upon their false 

worship, thus declaring a 

clear line of demarcation be-

tween truth and error. Love, 

in Jesus, exhausts the image-

ry of language in describing 

the hypocrisy of the Phari-

sees in Matthew 23. Love, in 

Paul, called the curses of God 

(Continued from page 1—The Moral Twilight of 
our Times) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Teaching Tips                     by Doris Peppard 

Heartfelt Apologies 
 

 When children do wrong, it is important that they learn how to apologize correctly.  If this 

training does not happen at home, the Christian school teacher must assume the responsibility to 

teach children how to make a sincere apology.   

 

Lesson One:  Realize you are wrong.  This is a BIG lesson!  Our sinful nature doesn’t want to face 

the realization that we are in the wrong - without trying to justify ourselves.  Proper apologies 

cannot be made until we face our own fault.  This lesson will require the teacher to point out the 

wrong and the child to accept the truth of their own actions. 

 

Lesson Two:  Admit your fault to those you wronged.  This is also a BIG lesson!  Human nature 

always tries to sweep our faults “under the rug” or make our faults seem little or insignificant.   

 

Lesson Three:  Accept responsibility for the consequences of our wrongdoing.  This is another 

BIG lesson!  Children who do not accept the consequences of their wrongdoings are not truly 

repentant.  Whatever the consequence may be, children must learn that they are obligated to 

accept their punishment without resentment.  Those who belittle the punishment or try to get out 

of the punishment, will not be able to give a proper apology.   

 

Lesson Four:  Be sorrowful and request forgiveness.  This is the biggest lesson of all!  With a 

contrite heart a child should learn to ask for forgiveness and a restoration of friendship with those 

wronged.  The apology should include not only the request for forgiveness, but also an opportunity 

to reestablish a respectful relationship with those they wronged. 

 

Teaching these skills requires patience and time.  Teachers must be willing to use their time on 

teaching this valuable skill.  Many times we get in a rush and just want to continue our class 

subjects to keep on schedule.  However, these skills are vitally important and the time you spend 

teaching your students to apologize properly, is time well spent!   

 

This skill will also help your students learn to apologize to God for their sins.  God tells us that we 

all sin and that God hates sin.  He desires that we confess our sins and has promised to forgive and 

cleanse us. (I John 1:9)  We must all learn that we should tell God as soon as we sin that we’re 

sorry we displeased Him by sinning.  We must offer Him a heartfelt apology!  After our sins our 

confessed and forgiven, we can then return to a close relationship with God.               Ω 
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down upon a false gospel, 

even though it should be 

preached by an angel from 

heaven. Love, in John, the 

apostle of love, called upon 

Christians to refuse hospitali-

ty or fellowship to those who 

did not bring the doctrine of 

Christ or brought a false doc-

trine of Christ. Love, in Reve-

lation, is seen destroying the 

forces of Satan which defy the 

Almighty God. An effemi-

nate liberalism shudders 

when it hears the manly 

tones of the Biblical writ-

ers, and hastily assures the 

people that none of the Bib-

lical writers really under-

stood love like latter-day 

apostles. William A. Spurrier 

(Basis of Christian Ethics, p. 

17) says wisely, “Christian 

love is not that emotion which 

oozes pity on some unfortu-

nate person, nor is it that 

spineless sentimentality which 

refuses to take swift and deci-

sive action for fear someone 

might get hurt or be offended 

and thereby not be ‘loved’ 

properly. And Christian love is 

not running out and ‘doing 

good’ and being a ‘nice boy.’”    

 

Moral indignation and mor-

al denunciation appear con-

stantly in the Scriptures; 

their disappearance in our 

day and the disapproval of 

the manly virtues of Chris-

tianity by anemic saints, is 

a sign of moral flabbiness 

of our times and not a sign 

of Christian piety as some 

suppose.      Ω 

 

-Continued Next Issue 

(Continued from page 6—The Moral Twilight of 
our Times) 

what the Bible says about this line of reasoning. 
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God forbid.”(Romans 6:1) 
A study of the first eleven verses of Romans 6 de-
stroys the whole concept of compromising godly 
values with sin under the guise of “grace-
teaching.” Christian, the following verses are still 
in force to this very moment: 

 
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. Psalm 1:1 
 
Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not 
that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of 
the world is the enemy of God. James 4:4 
 
“Abstain from all appearance of evil” I Thess. 
5:22 
 

4. To ignore the commandments of God, even 
to temporarily compromise them, is a dan-
gerous business. 

James 4:17, “Therefore to him that knoweth to 

do good, and doeth [it] not, to him it is sin.”  

Take time to carefully study I John 3: 1-15. Medi-
tate on each verse in I John 3.  

Churches close their doors, Bible colleges and 
universities close their doors, pastors step down 
from churches, missionaries come home from the 
field in disgrace when compromise of godly val-
ues, even temporarily, takes place.  

Contrary to current thinking in our 
“Christian” culture, you don’t receive an ex-
emption from consequences because of your 
willingness to compromise. Just ask those 
wealthy individuals who compromised the col-
lege entrance protocols by cheating to get their 
children into prestigious schools if they are ex-
empt from the consequences. Some will experi-
ence serious jail time for their offenses. The same 
is true in the realm of the Christian life.  Daniel 
chose the better road. He refused to compromise 
his faith even temporarily to reduce the pressure 
on himself.  God spared his life when he could 
have been devoured in the lion’s den.  Why did 
God spare Daniel?  I think it is quite evident. He 
refused to compromise even temporarily and God 
was not done with such a man!  Amen. 

Ω 

(Continued from page 2) 

https://dailyverses.net/psalms/1/1/kjv
https://dailyverses.net/james/4/4/kjv
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same word that is used for the 
priest's robe in  Exodus 28:4 , and 
this, it is very likely, was 
altogether of her own spinning, 
weaving, and sewing; which were 
works women did in those times: 
and this Hannah did partly out of 
her great love to her son Samuel, 
and partly to lessen the expense 
that Eli, or the congregation would 
incur. The Talmudists observe, 
that a priest might wear a garment, 
and minister in it, if his mother 
made it; and they give instances of 
priests, Ishmael and Eleazar, for 
whom their mothers made 
garments. There are certainly no 
prohibitions given in Scripture 
regarding a mother making an 
ephod for her son, the priest. 
 
She brought the coat to him 
when she came up with her 
husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice: whether at the 
Passover, or at Pentecost, or at 
the Feast of Tabernacles; and it 
is very probable she came with 
her husband to all three yearly 
events.  Though she was not by 
the law obliged to attend, her 
religious zeal and devotion to God 
and to her son brought her 
faithfully. No doubt in these 
moments together, she taught, 
encouraged, admonished, and 
conducted herself as a godly 
parent should toward Samuel. 
What he wore reminded him of 
who he was, even in a dangerous 
place! 
1. She kept on praying and 
offering sacrifices to the LORD. 
2. She kept on parenting. 
3. She made sure he had a new 
outer ephod each year as a 
reminder of home, love and care 
that was there for him, but also of 
his duties as a priest of God. 
 
 

Alertness to Danger! 
 
Elkanah and Hannah left their 
child, Samuel, at a young and 
impressionable age, in a 
dangerous place. Were they 
derelict or negligent in their 
parenting?  Were they in the 
wrong for leaving him with Eli 
and his wicked sons?  I think it 
would be unjust and willfully 
ignorant to impose any sanction 
against Elkanah and Hannah. A 
vow had been made to God 
regarding Samuel and it was 
fulfilled. God took up the role as 
supreme protector in behalf of 
Samuel and removed the evil from 
this young and impressionable 
mind. Hannah continued to parent 
and to pray for her son. 
 
That is not to say that there was no 
collateral damage due to the 
dangerous companions in 
Samuel’s life. It is ironic that 
Samuel’s own sons, Joel and 
Abiah, did not walk in the ways of 
the LORD and took bribes; 
seeking money for themselves 
through graft and corruption. We 
read this in I Samuel 8:1-5, and 
the people of Israel used their 
wickedness to demand a king in 
place of them as judges. 
 
Dear friends, there is no question 
that the Tabernacle, God’s 
temporal house on earth, was a 
dangerous place made so by evil 
men. There is no question that all 
of us in this world of sin; a 
dangerous place.  But oh, how we 
need to recognize the danger of 
this world, the flesh and the Devil. 
Satan was the first creation ever to 
manifest a will opposed to the will 
of God and he continues in this 
rebellion to this very hour. You 
and I as believers are left in a 
place of danger. Satan, the accuser 
of the brethren, attacks and 
counter-attacks the children of 

God because of his hatred of 
Christ. 
 
Let us take up the armor of God, 
the shield of faith, and the sword 
of the Spirit, and face the wiles of 
Satan against our families, and 
know the victory that comes to 
alert believers in the battle for 
truth.        Ω 

(Continued from page 4—Left in a Place of Great 
Danger) 

S N A R E S 
 

Dr. Oliver B. Greene 
By the late renowned  

Radio Preacher and Evangelist 
 
“Moreover, he must have a good 
report of them which are without; lest 
he fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil” (1 Timothy 3:7). 
 
There are two things every child of God 
needs to remember: 1) He has a WISE 
Keeper; 2) He has a WILY enemy who 
is always seeking to entangle a believer 
in snares. I want to point out several 
snares of the devil. 
 
1. PRIDE: 
 
Pride is the snare into which the devil 
himself fell (and as a result was 
changed from the “shining one” to the 
“loathsome one).  Ezekiel 28:10-15 
gives a description of the king of Tyrus 
(which applies to Satan), and from 
these verses we learn that this 
magnificent creature was perfect in 
wisdom, perfect in beauty, every 
precious stone was his covering, and he 
was referred to as “the anointed cherub 
that covereth.” He was the “high 
sheriff” of God’s throne; he was next to 
the Trinity in position in God’s great 
heaven. God gave him that position, 
and Ezekiel 28:15 says. “Thou wast 
perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created till iniquity was 
found in thee!” 
 
PRIDE was the iniquity that was 
found in Lucifer. Isaiah 14:12-15 
clearly sets forth the sin that caused his 
downfall. He was no longer willing to 
be subordinate to God, and therefore he 
attempted to overthrow God and take 

(Continued on page 10) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/28-4.html
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God’s position. Since the Creator is 
greater than the created (and Lucifer was 
a created being), God threw him out of 
heaven, and he became the enemy of God 
and of every believer. In Luke 10:18 
Jesus said, Pride is a snare of the devil. 
“God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble.” 
 
2. RICHES: 
 
“…They that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare…” (I Tim. 6:9).  
The glitter of gold has fascinated many 
believers-to their overthrow and defeat as 
a witness for the Christ who saved them. 
The lure of wealth and love of riches has 
been used of the devil to destroy many. 
The disciples were astonished when Jesus 
preached a sermon on riches: 
 
“And Jesus looked round about, and 
saith unto His disciples, How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the 
kingdom of God! And the disciples were 
astonished at His words. But Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them, 
Children, how hard it is for them that 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of the needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God. And they were astonished out of 
measure, saying among themselves, Who 
then can be saved? And Jesus looking 
upon them saith, With men it is 
impossible, But not with God; for with 
God all things are possible” (Mark 10:23
-27). 
 
Believer, do not allow the love of riches 
to rob you of your spiritual birthright; 
never allow it to fasten its fangs on your 
soul. The glitter of gold might lead you 
astray and cost you more in the end than 
it will provide as you travel life’s 
journey. I am willing to use for God 
every dollar He places in my hands; but I 
do not want one dollar that cannot be 
used for His glory! 
 
3. SLEEPINESS (laziness): 
 
“…And that they may recover themselves 
out of the snare of the devil, who are 
taken captive at his will” (2 Tim. 2:26). 
The Greek reads, “…Awake themselves 
out of the snare of the devil.” 
 

In this verse, Paul is advising spiritual 
soldiers. In the opening verse of this 
chapter, he says, “Thou therefore, my 
son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus.”  Later in the same chapter 
the admonishes believers to study to 
show themselves approved unto God, 
workmen that need not be ashamed, 
rightly handling the Word of God. He 
tells us to shun “profane babblings”; but 
we are to increase in godliness; we are to 
purge ourselves and be a vessel of honor-
sanctified, set apart, and dedicated for the 
Master’s use, prepared at all times to do 
every good work. 
 
Believers should be sober and alert at all 
times, because the devil-either as a 
roaring lion or an angel of light – is 
always on the alert to place snare in our 
path. If he cannot damn a soul and send a 
person to hell, he is next move is to cause 
that believer to become a slothful, asleep-
on-the-job Christian.  
 
4. IDOLATRY: 
 
“And Gideon made an ephod…Which 
thing became a snare unto Gideon, and 
to his house” (Judges 8:27). Idolatry is 
committed when anything or anyone 
takes the place of God in our life. God 
must occupy first place in all that we are 
and in all that we do if we hope to 
receive His blessings. To put anything 
above Godin our thinking, living, 
planning-or in love-is to become an 
idolater. This is a snare used by the devil 
to trap and damn the sinner, and to rob 
the believer of his spiritual birthright of 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, with a 
full reward at the end of life’s journey! If 
a believer allows the snares of pride, 
riches, sleepiness, or idolatry to come 
between him and God, he will lose part, 
if not all, of his reward. This truth is 
clearly set forth and outlines in 1 
Corinthians 3:11-15. God deliver us from 
the snare of idolatry. My prayer is, that I 
may make the things of God the idol of 
my every thought and action. Whether I 
eat or drink or whatsoever I do, my desire 
is to do it all to the glory of God. 
 
5. FEAR: 
 
“The fear of man bringeth a 
snare” (Prov. 29:25). The believer is to 
fear none save God-and if we fear God, 
we need fear nought else. God is 
Almighty, all-sufficient-and “If God be 
for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 
8:312). “Fear Not; I am the first and the 

last: I am He that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 
death” (Rev. 1:17b,18). 
 
The snare of fear has robbed many 
Christians of their spiritual birthright. In 
the Book of Acts,  we read of disciples 
who were fearless. They were “dare-
saints.” Even after they were dragged 
into the council halls and threatened, they 
went back to the same streets to preach 
Jesus Christ-crucified, buried, and risen!  
They did not fear the rulers-they feared 
only God and were determined to 
proclaim the whole Gospel. 
 
Fear of men has caused many a minister 
to deviate from preaching the pure, full 
Gospel, lest he lose his church, or some 
influential member might leave the 
church because of the boldness of the 
preacher in naming sin and preaching 
against worldliness and ungodliness. If 
the preacher preaches the doctrine bidden 
by Jesus to be preached, he can rest 
assured that he will not be well spoken of  
by all men; but every minister and every 
believer should know, “Beware of him of 
whom all men speak well.” 
 
6. The last snare we will mention is 
EVIL COMPANIONSHIP:  
 
“They shall be snares and traps unto 
you” (Joshua 23:13 in part) 
 
If we walk with the world, our spiritual 
life will become tarnished. If we are 
friends with the world, we are enemies to 
God. We are commanded, “Come ye out 
from among them…and touch not the 
unclean thing.”  Paul admonishes the 
believers in Thessalonica to “Abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” John 
commands, “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth 
forever” (I John 2:15-17).  The children 
of God must not love this present world. 
The lighter we cling to things of the 
world, the tighter our grip on heaven. All 
that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, the pride of life-will 
lead us FROM God, not TO HIM. The 
love of the world and the evil IN the 
world are snares.          Ω 

(Continued from page 9—Snares) 
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“Dazed, she lay still, not sure if she was dead or 
alive.  Everything was dark….she lay crumpled on 
the ground in a bloody heap.”  But wait.  Don’t let me 
get ahead of the story.  Let’s go back a few decades 
to see how it all started. 
 

Navajo Angel 
 

Some call her the “Navajo Angel” and well they 
should, as Miss Betsy has been a special friend to 
the Native Americans on the huge Arizona Navajo 
Reservation for decades.  How did this frail little 
lady light on such a place?  It was no accident!  In 
1970, Jim and Betsy Frazier were ministering in New 
York when God burdened Jim’s heart for the 
Navajos in Arizona.  Their dire need for physical help 
was exceeded only by their desperate need for 
salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ.  With no fanfare, 
no deputation, no mission board backing, the 
Fraziers simply left the conveniences of life in 
Brooklyn and moved cross-country to the dry 
barren Southwest desert, where they faced bitter 
cold winters and extreme, hot, dry summers with no 
electricity, no running water, and no telephones. 
 
Jim built a small frame cabin.  They lived in a small 
part and in the other end stored food, clothing, 
bedding, and such, and began ministering to the 
poor Native Americans on the vast, desolate 
reservation.   The Trading Post was far away, and 
money was scarcer than neighbors.  Some Native 
American families received government checks 
(social security, welfare, etc.) but the money was 
soon spent for alcohol, tobacco and drugs, leaving 
women, children, and old people with nothing.  When 
word spread about help at the mission, people 
began to flock to it. Their needs were gladly met as 
long as Jim and Betsy had anything to share, and no 
one went away without a Gospel tract or Bible and a 
personal witness of God’s love and salvation.         
 
The message, that the Bible was God’s Word and 
that the God of Heaven, who created the world and 
everything in it, loved them and gave His Son to die 

for their sins, was foreign to the Navajo. They were 
steeped in the worship of nature and in 
superstitions handed down through generations.  It 
took much time, prayer, and patient love to win the 
confidence of these neglected people, but the supply 
of free food and other necessities kept the dear 
people coming back, and little by little, one by one, a 
child, man, or woman would believe the Gospel and 
be saved.  What a change!  What rejoicing! 
 
God blessed this simple faith mission and before 
long, Christians across the United States began 
sending UPS and Fed Ex shipments, and car and 
truckloads of provisions, mostly used goods no 
longer needed. The missionary couple lived simply 
just as the Navahos, and God supplied their needs.  
Jesus never failed!        
 

Setbacks and Rumors 
 
They named it “The Widow’s Mite Mission” after the 
account in Mark 12:41-44.  The work was not always 
“smooth sailing”.  Satan always opposes God’s work.  
Building and getting started may have been difficult, 
but when their cabin burned to the ground with all 
the provisions inside, it was a great setback!  
Discouraging murmurings circulated – the mission 
would probably close.  Jim and Betsy would have 
none of it!  Instead of rebuilding the cabin, Jim 
bought a bus and moved it onto the property.  No 
doubt living in that metal shell was steamy hot in 
summer and icy cold in winter, but they carried on! 
 
Sometime later, that bus also burned.  Once again a 
few naysayers took opportunity to whisper of the 
death of the mission.  However, this time the Lord 
supplied a structure better than before.  A group of 
men in Flagstaff heard of the plight and stepped in to 
build a mission house with a concrete floor and 
brick siding. What a blessing!  Once again God 
defeated the enemy and the ministry pressed on in 
its outreach to the needy and hurting.  
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Work Grows 
 

God’s provision was amazing and after several 
years, the mission was given more room – ten acres 
just outside the Reservation twenty seven miles 
north of Flagstaff.  There they have a small house 
and large storage building, later adding the trailer of 
an 18-wheeler, and other sheds to divide and house 
all the donated goods where needy, often destitute 
Native Americans can search through canned 
goods, used clothing, shoes, bedding, and household 
goods to find what they need.   
 

Critical Needs 
 

In severe winter weather, the needs are 
compounded.  The winter of 2008-09 is an example.  
In the vast desert, many live far away from stores 
and will walk a long way.  One man in his 70’s walked 
over fifteen miles to the nearest trading post but 
never returned home.  They searched for him for two 
weeks before they found his body curled up in a ball 
as if trying to keep warm.  That same winter, three 
other men, alcoholics, were found frozen to death.  

One cold morning an old Grandfather appeared at 
the mission door asking Betsy if he could have “that 
scrap lumber by the fence.”  “Sure.”  Questioning him 
about it, she learned he needed it for heat. -- She led 
him to her own woodpile. 
 

Pancake Shoes 
 
One winter an old Hopi lady came asking, “What do 
you do with the old shoes that no one wants?”  She 
was told that they take them to the dump.  “Oh, don’t 
do that!” she cried.  “They make good pancakes!”  The 
dear lady had an old fashioned kitchen stove but no 
wood.  Burning a few shoes at a time made it hot 
enough to make pancakes.  So now, even if the 
Mission receives old shoes too ragged to be worn, 
they save them.  A few on the fire makes it burn 
hotter.  Some winters the old shoes really go fast.   Ω 
 
(To be continued next issue. ) 
 
Meanwhile, please pray for Betsy and The Widow’s 
Mite Mission. 
Sources: The Widow’s Mite Prayer Letters and Web- 
Site 

(Continued from page 11—Stars of the Morning) 


