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g The Destructive Sin of Complaining
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% Numbers 11:1
8 by Pastor Tod Brainard
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The Moral Twilight
of Our Times

by Dr. Chester Tulga

From the booklet: The Doctrine
of Right and Wrong in These
Days (pp. 36-48)

“Probably more than
anywhere else in the world,
with us action precedes
thought; practice dictates
principle; what men do
determines what they
believe” (Van Dusen, H.P.
God in These Times, p. 3).

“Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light
for darkness; that put bitter
for sweet, and sweet for
bitter” (Isaiah 5:20).
“The clear-cut distinction
(Continued on page 9)
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We read in Genesis 18 that the LORD and two
angels appeared to Abraham and Sarah as
men. That elderly couple soon realized the three
visitors were not mere mortals, for the LORD re-
vealed He knew Sarah’s private thoughts and how
she scoffed and laughed within herself when she
heard the promise she would bear a son in her old
age (Genesis 18:11-15).

We are made privy to the LORD’s love for
Abraham and His desire to not keep from the man
the great judgment that would soon befall the cities
of the plain, specifically Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis 18:16-17, 20-21).

Abraham pled for Sodom, proposing if ten
righteous souls be found there, the city might be
spared God’s judgment (Genesis 18:23-33). The
LORD heeded Abraham’s petition and promise to
spare the city from destruction should ten righteous
souls be dwelling among its citizens (Genesis
18:32).

After “the LORD went his way” (Genesis 18:33),
the angels made their journey into the valley, arriv-
ing at Sodom that even (Genesis 19). Entering the
city, the angels found Lot sitting “in the
gate” (Genesis 19:1) where city leaders transacted
business and settled disputes. Lot recognized the
visitors were not like the wicked of Sodom and
urged them to find refuge in his home for the night
(19:2-3).

As darkness fell on the city, the wicked men of
Sodom encircled Lot's home, demanding he turn
his visitors out into the street to be sodomized (19:4
—6). Unable to prevail against them (19:7), Lot fool-
ishly offered his daughters to satisfy their depraved
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Guest Editor’s Desk

Lot: The Tragic Consequences of One’s Father’s Sinful Choices
By Dr. Travis D. Smith “From the Heart of a Shepherd” Blog
Pastor, Hillsdale Baptist Church, Tampa, Florida

lusts (19:8-9). Refusing Lot’s offer, the citizens of
Sodom pressed upon the man, threatening to break
down the door of his home. Lot was saved when
the angels drew him into the house and struck the
Sodomites with blindness (19:10-11).

Exhibiting grace, the angels urged Lot to gather
his family and to flee the city before God destroyed
it (19:12-13). A desperate Lot went out of the house
into the night, hoping to persuade his sons, daugh-
ters, and sons-in-laws to flee the city; however, they
dismissed the man as “one that mocked” (19:14).

As the sun began to pierce the eastern horizon,
the angels forced Lot, his wife, and daughters out of
the city, warning them to not look back upon the
city’s destruction (19:15-23). Adding sorrow upon
sorrow, Lot’s wife looked back and “became a pillar
of salt” as God rained fire and brimstone upon Sod-
om and Gomorrah (19:24-29).

One would hope the deaths of loved ones and
the judgment that befell the cities might transform
Lot and his daughters; however, such was not the
case. Lot's daughters enticed their father with
strong drink and committed incest with him (19:30—
36). The eldest daughter conceived a son she
named Moab, the father of the Moabites
(19:37). The youngest daughter conceiving a son
she named Ammon, the father of the Ammonites.

The tragic consequences of Lot’s sinful choices
has shadowed God’s people as the lineages of Lot’s
sons, the Moabites and Ammonites, became adver-
saries of and a perpetual trouble for Israel to this
day.

Copyright 2019— Travis D. Smith Q
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Political Tactics against Truth

In recent years, America
has experienced an even
more aggressive political
divide, fueled by starkly
different philosophies
concerning society,
economics, and
government. The
differences are magnified
when objective truth is
involved; anyone who
stands for truth or suggests
that a right and wrong
values system exists are
condemned and attacked.
However, attacks on the
truth even through
political means is nothing
new.

In the days of Ezra and
Nehemiah, God moved to
return His people to the
land and provided for the
rebuilding of both the
temple and the city walls.
Throughout the stories of
these post-exilic books,
two sides emerge—one side
that acts on objective truth
and principle verses
another side that acts on
emotion, division, and fear.
This first article will focus
on five political tactics

by Dr. Adam Watt

used to stifle or stop God’s
truth and work; a later
article will delineate
several responses of God’s
people to these political
tactics.

The political tactics used
throughout @ Ezra  and
Nehemiah provide a
blueprint of the mindset of
any generation that is
against the truth.

Tactic #1: Never accept an
answer of “no.” In Ezra 4:1-
5, the enemies of God
approached the leaders of
Israel under the guise of
cooperation and unity,
suggesting that they all
worship the same God and
have the same purpose.
When Zerubbabel stood up
to  these  hypocritical
opponents, the evil actions
began to pour out. The
enemies worked to
discourage and cause fear
among those who were
working, even offering
bribes to other political
figures to try to stop the
work. Everything is great
until someone does not get

his way.

Tactic #2: Manipulate
leadership to get them on
your side. Being dissatisfied
with the responses from
the local governor, the
adversaries went directly to
the king with only one side
of the story. Those who are
against truth  typically
manipulate the facts to
present only one side for
the purpose of gaining
further support. Sadly,
many are easily swayed to
take sides without
investigating and
validating on their own. In
Ezra 4, the plan worked,
and Artaxerxes stopped the
work, fearing the re-
emergence of the Israelite
kingdom.

Tactic #3: Angrily ridicule
those who follow the truth.

In Nehemiah’s
Sanballat and  Tobiah
worked to stop the
construction of the city
walls. In 4:1-3, these men
became very angry at the
success of truth, so they

day,

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3—Political Tactics against Truth)
resorted to mockery. Ridicule has a way of
intimidating people into taking a side
because no one likes to be mocked. Since
ridicule makes people feel better about
themselves, others join in quickly, many
times leading to a mob mentality.

Tactic #4: When words do not work, use
physical violence. Nehemiah 4:7-8, 11
tells of the conspiracy to attack, fight, and
even kill those who were following God’s
command to build the city wall. The
words of mockery and ridicule did not
deter God’s servants; therefore, the
enemies sought murder, justifying it in
their minds to the extent of a mental
illness. What a manifestation of
aggression simply because they disagreed
with God’s truth and will!

Tactic #5: Go aggressively after the
leader’s reputation. When the workers
defended themselves and set a watch, the
enemies began a “last-ditch effort” to
stop the work, namely attacking
Nehemiah, the leader. In chapter 6,
Sanballat Geshem reached out to
Nehemiah under the guise of peace,
hoping to isolate and perhaps murder
him. Fake letters were also written,
claiming that Nehemiah intended to lead
a rebellion. Additionally, a man named
Shemaiah was hired to privately trap and
accuse Nehemiah, but God gave the
leader wisdom to escape the plot. All of
these attempts were directly aimed at

God’s leader; through this tactic, the
enemies of God sought to ruin the
reputation of Nehemiah so that perhaps
he would lose the support of his people.

These political tactics indicate that truly
there is nothing new under the sun. In
America’s current political climate,
similar manipulation, lies, fake news,
planned protests, and even physical
aggression are planned and carried out
against those that would stand for
anything even resembling truth or
morality. Those who believe in God are
ridiculed as old-fashioned; demonstrate
your support for life at conception and be
subjected to cries of bigotry and toxic
masculinity; stand for the rule, execution,
and consequences of law and endure
accusations of bigotry, discrimination,
and hatred. As God’s people seek to
stand and proclaim truth in such a
climate, the aggression will only increase.
Faithfulness, strength, and wisdom are
needed to counteract these tactics; in the
next Projector edition, the godly
responses of Ezra and Nehemiah will be
explored. Q

Don’t forget to visit
our website:

theprojector.org.

All past issues of The Projector
are

found there and organized by

year, issue, topics and authors.

WINTER 2019



WINTER 2019

Proverb Practicals
by Ludwig Opager
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Proverbs 19:17, He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD;
and that which he hath given will he pay him again.

R R R R R R R R T X R R X X R X R X X I R R X X X X X R R X XXX

HIn this proverb, Almighty God

&

M offers you a contract with

&

¥ Himself. You are free to enter

# return, making a bargain with

you. We know with certainty

that we can count on God to

fcarry out His end of any
tract.

What has He given? He has
i given us the ability to exercise

H pity, desiring that we use that
fl ability to minister to the poor in
i His stead. He calls this “lending.”

E By this, He puts Himself under
W contract to repay that which we
W have lent Him.

&

Did you know that you can
enter into a contract with God
just by exercising pity upon the
poor? He wants to contract with
us to help the poor. Today, pity
doe not have a good
reputatlon What is often passed
off as pity is not pity at all. True
pity not only has tears but has
hands and feet. True pity
provides groceries, money, and
a helping hand.

We do not see much pity today,
but instead we see what is
called empathy. Empathy has a
Hmouth and feelings but no
i hands or feet, wallet or purse.
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Empathy only extends good
wishes. There is no cost in
exercising empathy. Just “feel”
sympathetic. Put on a good
show with your feelings. You
may convince folks that you are
showing pity, but God knows
your heart! Empathy is cheap
and empty, but true pity will
cost you.

God does not accept empathy
alone since it does not have the
value that He desires. God
places great value on pity. He
wants us to exercise it in His
stead. We are His tears; we are
His hands and feet; we are His
wallet and purse. That is why
He promises to repay us for our
investment of pity to the poor.

Making a deposit of pity to the
poor is one way to lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven.
We do not have to be ignorant
of how to lay up these treasures,
for this proverb tells us clearly.
You are to have pity in God's
stead upon those who are
weaker than you. That’s who the
poor are: those who need help,
those who are weak! Being poor
may have nothing to do with
money. They may be your loved
ones, they may be your family,
or they may be a stranger that
displays a need, a weakness.

The Lord of Heaven

condescends; He humbles §
Himself to be the surety orH
guarantor for the poor by the B
pity that you show in their §
behalf. He takes the debt upon §
Himself and gives us the bond of §
His word in promise of}
payment. Though He has claims R
upon all our abilities and is B
beholden to none of us, .
chooses to become a debtor to J
those who show pity upon the
needy, the weak, and the M

downcast.

R

EEREEEEEE

Most acts of kindness and mercy §
soon become forgotten, never to
be recalled by men. However, in
this proverb, we find a safe |
deposit for our kindnesses and §
our mercies in the mind and §
heart of God. God keeps it for §
our eventual withdrawal, and
the  heavenly interest isp
marvelous. It can never be lost,

forgotten, or stolen.

R

KK

This kind of giving or lending to
the Lord is a definite act of faith.
It is believing God for something k :
to be returned to us after this [
brief time on earth. What a §
wonderful  transaction  that§
benefits all parties and brings §
glory to the name of the LORD!

RIS
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said concerning this murmur- The fire of the Lord burned in [

. S
gl one hand, and against Moses ing: the uttermost parts of the camp %
5l and Aaron on the other (Ex. where the mixed multitude kept g

®
% 16:7, 8; Num. 14:27, 36; 16:11; “This is a sin of the first mag- their tents. The great danger for @
(é 17:5). nitude. Murmuring often the local church lies in the &

; 3

o\ %}

®

R ends in cursing: Micah’s mixed multitude: they infect
= In three places in the Old Testa- mother fell to cursing when others with their complaining

|

A
é ment (Deut. 1:27; Ps. 106:25; Isa.  the talents of silver were tak- spirit. The Bible teaches us that g
29:24), “murmur” corresponds en away (see Judges 17:2). So God’s professed people are a
with the Hebrew word raghan, doth the murmurer when a mixed multitude. Christ warned &

; g

. . . . . el
which suggests  slanderous part of his estate is taken of the situation (Matt. 7:21;
backbiting. away. Our murmuring is the 13:30, 47; 22:10; 1 Cor. 10:1-14). @
® T . . . . . &)

devil’s music; this is that sin Paul used the mixed multitude @
the New  Testament, which God cannot bear: “How of the Old Testament Israel as @
A
S

R . . .
@ (Continued from page 1—The Destructive Sinof ~ Read what some expositors have among the mixed multitude.
ﬁ Complaining)

®
g

D

@ murmur” renders two different long shall I bear with this evil an example and a warning to &
@ words, namely, gogguzo and congregation, which murmur the church at Corinth. While all [
% embrimaomai. The latter word against me?” (Num. 14:27). It may profess faith in Christ with- @
®
%3 finding (Mark 14:4). The former against a people; it is a land- by the name Christian, some [3
A

. . . . . k
word (or a compound of it) is destroying sin: “Neither mur- may be unsaved. We need to
@ generally used in connection mur ye, as some of them also guard against the mixed multi- @
% with the continuous com- murmured, and were de- tude and their complaining with %
A .. . ” :

® plaining of the Pharisees and stroyed of the destroyer” (1 all our being. 9

®

D

®

3
& %

=
] suggests indignation and fault- is a sin which whets the sword in the local church and be called t;j)

%
& scribes  (Matt. 20m1; Luke Cor. 10:10). — Rev. Thomas ®

&

5 5:30; 15:2; 19:7). Watson God graciously delivered all of &5‘)
s

é them (Israelites and the mixed
% Mutineers in the Camp Life is a field of nettles to multitude) from the bondage of t{\
@ some people. Their fretful, Egypt; they all walked through
% Dear readers, murmuring is worrying tempers are always the Red Sea on dry ground; they @
nothing more than quarrel- pricking out through the ten- all enjoyed God’s provision of
ing with God! “The Israelites der skin of their uneasiness. food and water; and they all fy
% spake against God” (Num. 21:5). Why, if they were set down in were identified as God’s people. t’a

@ The murmurer says that God Paradise, carrying their bad But while they were all Visibly
il has been unfair and that he de- mind with them, they would blessed by God, God was not [
)

2 )

|

serves better. The murmurer fret at the good angels, and pleased with all of them. Sadly,
K

R

g charges God with wickedness. the climate, and the colors all but two of the original con- g
This is the language, or rather even of the roses. — Dr. Bush- gregation would die in the wil- @
A

®

the blasphemy, of a murmuring nell of England as quoted by derness because of their rebel—
S

®

@ spirit. _"The murmurer is a re- Charles Spurgeon lious complaining and murmur- @
|

L A

2 bellious mutineer. The Israel- ing against God. Grumbling, 4
|

2

| ites are called in the same text The Mixed Multitude discontent, ungrateful com- g
(?% “murmurers” and Murmuring plaining—these are lawless acts ||
& “rebels” (Num. 17:10); and is not against our gracious God and g
%’q “rebellion as the sin of witch- Observe how the trouble rec- will spread to others if not dealt [y
A
|
R in the outskirts of the camp (Continued on page 8) k;)
®
S

|
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2
(; craft”? (1 Sam. 15:23). orded here in Numbers 11 began  with seriously. g\i
|
|
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Teaching Our Students to Make Friends

Proverbs 18:24 says, “A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly.” This
seems simple enough, but many of the students who come to our schools do not know
how to be friendly. Because many students spend an inordinately large amount of time on
technology, they often do not realize that they have neglected their “people” skills.
Technology (including television) is individual oriented, and there is one screen for one
student. They play against themselves to improve their speed or score. They do not need
to deal with anyone besides themselves, or perhaps they play games against virtual
people. Cell phones also inhibit social skills of children. These students have not learned
skills that will become vital to their success and happiness in their future lives.

Skills students need to learn and to be taught include:
1. Practice eye-to-eye contact with real people — young and old!
2. Practice conversations. (The family dinner table is the perfect place to learn
conversation skills.)
Learn how to explain or give instructions to others.
Learn how to “empathize” with others.
Practice debate skills (without anger) without emotions.
Learn how to read the body language of others.
Practice speaking clearly without interrupting others.
Smile and show interest in others by asking questions.
Learn to really listen to others.
. Invite others to play.

W

= A

[E—

Sorry to say, culture has not done our children any favors. Many parents are so
busy that children can go days without having a conversation with anyone that lasts
longer than two minutes. These skills must be taught early and reinforced with middle
and high school students who may be socially inept. Teachers should be on the outlook
for those shy or self-centered students who have difficulty making friends. We can give
words of encouragement by teaching and practicing these skills during lunch time,
playground time, and also by incorporating some of these skills into class projects and
presentations. While you cannot “force” children to like each other, we can encourage
our students to learn empathy by including rather than excluding other students in their
conversations and activities. It is vital that our children and students learn to make
friends, keep them, and understand that making friends will help them learn to be a
witness for Jesus to others. This skill is vital; so, we must make sure we teach this in our
Christian schools.

Q
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. . A
@ (Continued from page 6—The Destructive Sin of leads to a process of destruc- and mercy received with g
® Complaining) tion: thanksgiving will put our de- é/,
% A Dissatisfied Spirit - It is foolish, childish, and pet- sires in order and keep our

@ Causes Displeasure and ty. thoughts and desires in their %’)
% Anger with the Lord - It is hurtful, for it prevents us proper places. Notice these @

. . . . . . A
@ from enjoying what we already scriptural injunctions: t‘a
(%l We all grow weary of the dis- have. It led Haman to ignore é/,
gruntled and the ingrates who his prosperity because a single “Let your conversation be with—
@ abound around us. Sometimes person refused to give him rev- out covetousness; and be content [y
we even grow angry with them. erence (Esther 5:13). with such things as ye have: for
In the case of complaining to - It is slanderous towards God he hath said, I will never leave
) God, it is much worse for them and ungrateful to Him. thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. @
to murmur, since they deserve - It leads to rebellion, lying, en- 13:5). é\)
@ no grace or mercy in the first vy, and all manner of evil %
place but the  reverse. (Num. 111 14:1-5, 26~ “Give me neither poverty nor @
é “Wherefore doth a living man 35;17:1-13). riches” (Prov. 30:8). @)
% complain, a man for the pun- - It leads eventually to destruc- @
% ishment of his sins?” (Lam. tion and death (James 1:13-15). “Not as 1 will, but as thou %
3:39; Ps. 103:10 ). In this situa- wilt” (Matt. 26:39). R
tion, it is a reflection upon the A Dissatisfied Spirit Finds No @
S Lord’s goodness, wisdom, truth,  Satisfaction Even When the ~ “My soul thirsteth for God” (Ps. @
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®

& and power. See the complaint in Wish Is Fulfilled 42:2). R

®

Numbers 1:4-6. The evil de- %
@ sires which inspire the com- The Israelites had meat in su- “Covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 R

®

% plainer prove bad character. erabundance in answer to their Cor. 12:31). %)
& p p p 3 g
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&
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@ when we quarrel with God (1 souls (Ps. 10615) “until it ican. Griping and complaining [
2
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A Dissatisfied Spirit
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pulsively of it that His wrath and it be loathsome unto tinous attitude toward God. &
7l burns, and chastisement is ou” (Num. 11:20). There is no good outcome for a[{
8 Y 3 1o good g
poured out (Num. 11:33).  God sent death. He “slew complamer, only ]'ud'gment and [
R the fattest of them” (Ps. grief beyond description. @
(?% A Dissatisfied Spirit Believes 78:31). g
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& DESCRIPTION. Hel?(rew. Ki whatever we have or whatever @
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Q of LUST (DESIRE)” (Num. 11:34). the Lorp, and rejoice, ye @
onions. The slave fare of Egypt righteous: and shout for joy, %
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® heart” (Ps. 32: Q 3
® and Mind Need Spiritual eart” (Ps. 32:1). &
[y human nature, we often set R
an imaginary value wupon g
A
® ’ &
@ sess. This type of thinking A _good dose of God’s grace é,%
4

]
|
&
®
i May God teach us in 2019 to en- |3
5 3. God sent GRIEF BEYOND &
R « .
(® comes our way. “Be glad in g
& fish, cucumbers, melons, and
8 jor 193
all ye that are upright iny
manna from God. Typical of
]
A .
& Transformation 8
&l things which we do not pos-
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(Continued from page 1—The Moral Twilight of
Our Times)

between right and wrong
with so many of our
generation has become
blurred. Black and white
have blended into a dull
gray. As expressed by
someone, we are at one of
those cynical junctures of
history where men have
discovered the almost
rightness of a great deal that
is wrong and the almost
wrongness of a great deal
that is right” (King, W. P.
(Right and Wrong in a Day of
Confusion, p. 11-12).

“m just a collection of
mirrors, reflecting  what
everyone else expects of
me” — Unknown.

The Lack of a Common
Standard of Morality
Makes for Moral
Confusion.

There are those who believe
that morality is a matter of
private opinion and that no one
has a right to tell them what to
do or not to do. There are
those who believe that morality
is a matter of tradition and
when in Rome it is all right to
do as the Romans do. There
are those who say glibly, “Let
your conscience be your
guide.” There are others who
think in terms of what their
church allows or condemns.
There are others who insist on
the right to be happy, and
morality must be subordinated
to that right. There are still
others who contend that what

is natural is not wrong,
provided care is taken not to
harm others. There are others
who contend that the teachings
of the Bible and the life of
Christ constitute moral
authority, and our lives should
be governed accordingly. As a
consequence of the lack of a
commonly accepted standard
of morality, the world has fallen
into appalling moral confusion.
This moral confusion has given
rise to some emphases which
serve to perpetuate it rather
than to dispel it.

As a Consequence of
This Diversity of Opinion
and Conflicting
Standards, the Spirit of
Moral Tolerance Has
Grown to Alarming
Proportions.

This is evident in theology as
we have demonstrated. It is
seen in the church where the
doctrine of the external sanctity
of the church is forgotten, and
moral discipline is in disrepute
or widely neglected. It is seen
in society where violations of
the moral code are seldom
ostracized, especially if they
are wealthy or glamorous. It is
seen in family life where the
absence of pre-marital chastity
iS not considered as serious as

formerly, where family
discipline has declined, and
juvenile delinquency has

increased, and the divorce rate
soars. It is seen in the
schoolroom where violations of
morality which formerly meant
expulsion are now tolerated. It
is seen in the ministry where

many violations of ethics are
overlooked if the individual is
prominent enough or powerful
enough. Ecclesiastical
insubordination IS now
considered a greater sin than
moral delinquency. A spiritual
revival can hardly come to a
church which has lost its vision
of the holiness of God and the
moral demands of a righteous
God.

As a Direct
Consequence, There Is a
Marked Deprecation of
the Critical Spirit.

James S. Stewart (A Faith to
Proclaim, p. 19) writes of “the
pathetic spectacle of preachers
and church elimination the
scandal by cultivating
inoffensiveness — and losing
the living Christ in the process.”
Ralph Sockman, a liberal
Methodist, says, “Judge not’
has become a most popular
commandment in the club
atmosphere of mutual
exoneration. ‘To err is human’
and ‘everybody does it’ form a
defense counsel which can
stave off any conviction of
sin” (Morals of Tomorrow, p.
32). Elton Trueblood, another
liberal writer, rightly urges
restraint in the criticism of
others, but he says, “It is sheer
sentimentality to suppose that
we must never criticize or
engage in moral judgment, for
a world in which everything is
considered lovely is essentially
the same as one in which
nothing is lovely” (The Life We
Prize, p. 151). Harsh

(Continued on page 10)
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judgments unjustified by the
circumstances are to be
avoided, but the decline of
moral  judgment due to
increased tolerance of wrong is
a mark of our moral
decadence.

This deprecation of the critical
spirit often takes a curious turn:
opposition is expressed against
the critic rather than against
the one who provoked the
criticism. The one who violates
the moral law or departs from
sound principles will often get
more support than the one who
objects. Those guilty of scandal
will be defended against the
critic of the scandal. It seems
at times to be worse to

expose scandal than to
commit it. Surely there is a
strange reversal of values in
our day. To expose scandal, to
protest wrong, is to expose
oneself to the charge of “mud-
slinging,” so much sin remains
unexposed and unrebuked.
Many therefore are permitted
to pursue their destructive
course  unchallenged and
unexposed so that many are
deceived and led astray.
Edmund Burke once said that
“evil can triumph if good men
will keep still.” By a strange
confusion of values, good men
today who refuse to keep silent
are treated  with more
intolerance than the
perpetrators of the evil deed.

The function of criticism must

not be hindered, or corruption
will go on unexposed and
unchecked. The right to
criticize moral wrong is a moral
right. The duty to criticize or
expose wrong is a God-given

duty. When this right is
criticized by a morally tolerant
society or the ethically

shiftless, it is an evidence of
the moral flabbiness of those
who object to moral criticism
and not a mark of superior
piety as some suppose. The
widespread deprecation of the
critical spirit is a mark of the
excessive moral tolerance of
our times. The fact that the
right of criticism is abused is
no reason for abolishing it.

Q

-Continued next issue

We Need Preaching against Sin

By Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.

Excerpt from his book, Do Right! pp. 69 - 71

Do you know what we need in this country? We need a campaign of preaching against sin. Do you know what is the
matter with us? God will not let anybody in the world get away with sin. God will not even let His children get away
with it. There is one game that no mortal man ever did win, and this is the game of sin.

God is just. We need to get a new conception of the justice of God. When I was a boy, I heard an old-time preacher say
llIn

something that shaped my theology:

inite perfection puts about God infinite impossibilities. There are some things
God Almighty cannot do.” God cannot keep men out of Hell if they are sinners. He cannot! He cannot because He is
God. Do you know what God would do? God Almighty would open every gate of pearl in Heaven and take every angel
in the city to one of those gates of pearl and kick every angel into Hell before He would do wrong.

Do you know what God would do? List! God Almighty tonight would blot out every world He has ever made, put out
every sun He has ever lighted, and damn every soul into Hell forever before He would do wrong. There is one thing
God will not do: God will not smear His own character! God is not only a Father to those who trust Jesus; God is also
the judicial Head of this universe. And as Ruler of this universe, it is up to Almighty God to see that sin is punished.
Listen, I do not care how good you are; I do not care what you think of yourself—you cannot do wrong and get away
with it! It just cannot be done. There has never been a man on this earth who was big enough, or shrewd enough, or
mighty enough, or enough of a genius to do wrong and get away with it. Folks around you may seem to be beating the

game, but they are not.

You young people who are living in a day of moral looseness and who are seeing other people living in sin and
pleasure may feel sometimes that you are a wallflower—but there is a God on the throne of this universe; His eyes go
to and fro through all the earth, beholding the good as well as the bad....Our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in His
eyes. That is all true. But blot out God; blot out Heaven; blot out Hell; blot out eternity—and it will still pay to be

decent on this earth.
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XMany people you study in history will be
% exciting and memorable, but sad to say, you will
* come to some whose stories are chilling —tyrants
x and dictators, crazed for power and control.
* Since the first sin in the Garden of Eden, man has
x wanted to be god, to rule no matter the cost to
% others. Names like Hitler, Saddam Hussein, and
X King Herod cause horror just to think of their
* bloodthirsty deeds.
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There were treacherous rulers during Bible
times, too. Think of the wicked Queen Athaliah.
King Ahaziah reigned only one year over Judah,
but that was long enough for him to do great
evil. Yet after He was killed, things only got
worse. His wicked mother, who had wanted to
be queen all the time, now had her chance. She
became a monster of evil and had all of
Ahaziah’s brothers killed, so they could not
% threaten her throne! Then she had all of
% Ahaziah'’s children killed — her own grandchildren!
X What horror in the kingdom! The blood,
% screams, and anguish of the killings must have
X been staggering. When the killing was over and
%silence fell over all the dead bodies, the brutal
* woman took the throne, a cold-hearted, ruthless
X tyrant!

224242 2542 2 2 26 2 24 2 254 2 2 2426 22426 524 2 2

***

X What the new queen didn’t know though was
* that God in His mercy was working behind the
* scenes. Somehow in the chaos, God used
: another woman to rescue a little baby boy away
* from the soldiers” swords and sneaked him off to
: a bedroom in the temple. There she and her
* priest-husband hid him there for six years. Yes,
X six years! How they kept young Joash quiet and
%undercover all that time is a mystery, but God
*was watching over all. Of course, the wicked
*queen wanted nothing to do with God or His
*temple, so she never suspected anything. Her
% evil mind raged on!
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MIRACLE BABY SPARED

by “Aunt Carolyn”

When Joash turned seven years old, Jehoida, the }
godly priest, brought out his plan. He called the %
temple priests, summoned soldiers and guards, ¥
and assigned them to their stations inside and
outside the temple. Then he sent out the word%
for all the people to come to the temple for the ¥ x
coronation of the new king! What? What king? * X

Hadn’'t all of King Ahaziah's sons been :
slaughtered? %
*

%

People were amazed when they looked toward ¥ x
the big pillar of the temple, and there stood a:
small boy. The priest called for silence and told ¥
how this boy had been saved alive from the:
massacre. Surrounded by soldiers and guards, ¥
the priest placed the beautiful golden crown on %
the boy’s head and resoundingly announced, “I ¥

crown thee King of Judah!” The trumpets *
blared, and the people erupted into cheers and *
chants, “God save the King! God save the King!”

224222

In the palace, shaken by the noise coming from }
the temple, Athalia flew into the street and to the %
temple gate. Seeing the boy king standing by the X
pillar, she was enraged! She tore her clothing%
and screamed, “Treason! Treason!” But when:
Jehoida caught sight of her at the doorway, he ¥ x
shouted, “Have her forth! Kill her! Don’t let the :
vile woman into the temple!” Soldiers ¥
immediately dragged her out and put thei
wicked queen to death for all her murderous %

deeds! :
*
X
What a day! Judah had a new king! The§

celebration went on and on. Imagine though*
how that seven-year-old boy felt before such a *
huge crowd and with new responsibility on his *
shoulders! What child of that age is prepared to X X
be king? Yet for the six years the priest was%
hiding the little fellow, he was also teaching him *

*
(Continued on page 12) :
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* (Continued from page 11—Stars of the Morning)

x % God’s Law and training him for the throne. The
* faithful priest continued to advise the boy during
X % his reign. In fact, for twenty years he counseled
* the king as he led the people back to true
X worshlp of God and to obeying God’s Law.
* Altars to false gods were torn down, the temple
X was cleaned and repaired, and the golden dishes
i and pans that had been taken from God’s temple
* were restored. People were very happy as they
X turned back to God and followed Him for
% twenty years.

2%

x X I wish that were the end of the story, but it isn’t.
* Soon after Jehoida died, Judah, including Joash,
*turned away from God and returned to their
%worship of Baal and other false gods. God sent
X the good prophet Zechariah to warn them to
% return to God. They wanted none of it! In fact,
* .

*]oash commanded the people to take big stones
x ¥ and throw them at the prophet! They stoned
:hlm to death! God brought severe judgment

X because of their rebellion and unbelief.
x

*
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As long as Joash had the priest to direct him in x
God’s way, he was a good king, but as soon as:
his advisor was gone, Joash turned from God to ¥

his own, selfish, sinful way. Boys and girls, we *
should check our own hearts. Do you do what is ¥
right only when someone tells you to or is%
watching you? Must you always have a friend, ¥

coach, teacher, parent, or someone to keep you§
straight, to make you do right? If Joash went*
away from God after all the mercy and goodness ¥ x
God showed him, we should be warned! ”Let:
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he X
fall” (I Cor. 10:12).

256562624

It may be you are not a Christian and fall into sin ¥
because you do not have the Holy Spirit to help x
you do right. If not, “Now is the day of %
salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). “Whosoever shall call ¥

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom.
10:13).

2%
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